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Attention: L. Barnes
Email: lloyd@sescc.net

Sharples Environmental Services
Table View
Cape Town

Dear Sir

PROPOSED EXPANSION OF THE EXISTING GOUE AKKER CEMETERY ON THE REMAINDER OF
FARM NR.185 IN BEAUFORT WEST.

1. The Beaufort West Municipality’s proposed expansion of their existing Goue Akker
Cemetery refers.

2. The proposed expansion as well as the existing site is within the catchment of the Kuils
River. Cemeteries are ideally situated where the water table is low, and at a distance
from water sources such as rivers to avoid contamination.

3. In terms of Section 15(2) of the Regulations relating to the Management of Human
Remains, R363 of May 2013, all burial sites must comply with the following
environmental requirements: -

a) Belocated outside the 100-year floodplain;

b)  Belocated at least 350 m from ground water sources used for drinking purposes
and at least 500 m from the nearest habitable building;

c) For a preferred burial site with a soil of sand-clay mix of low porosity and a small
and fine grain texture, the water table should be at least 2.5m deep in order to
allow for traditional grave depth of 1.8 meters;

d) For areas with higher water tables, the local government may determine a
reasonable depth with additional walling recommendations to protect
underground water; and

e)  The covering soil shall not be less than 1 m, should two bodies be buried in the
same grave, 300mm of soil shall be maintained between the coffins.



Exemptions to these regulations — Regulation 2 (2):

a)

b)

c)

A local government may, with the approval of the Director-General, in writing
exempt any person from compliance with any provisions of these regulations
where, in the opinion of the local government, non-compliance does not or will
not create a health nuisance, health hazard or endanger human health; and that

Such exemptions shall be subject to such conditions and valid for such a period
as the local government may, with the approval of the Director-General or
delegated person, lay down and stipulate.

A local government must issue a certificate of exemption to a person, for
exemption of any provision of these regulations.

If any of the requirements referred to under point three (3) of this Notice cannot be

met, the Section Municipal Health Services must be informed and needs to apply for

approval from the Director General of the Department National Health to exempt

the Beaufort West Municipality from any non-compliances in terms of

Regulation 15(2).

Over and above the set requirements / recommendations in the Environmental
Management Programme, Geohydrological and geotechnical assessment etc., the
Section Municipal Health Services of this Council has no other inputs, under the
following conditions, namely that:

a)

b)

f)

g)

Surface or ground water must not be polluted due to any actions on the site. The
applicable requirements with respect to relevant legislation pertaining to water
must be met.

Any solid waste must be disposed of at a waste disposal facility licensed in terms
of applicable legislation.

The applicable requirements with respect to relevant legislation pertaining to
occupational health and safety must be adhered to.

The holder of the Environmental Authorisation must always ensure that the
construction activities comply with the Noise Control Regulations in terms of the
relevant legislation, namely —

All noise and sound generated during all phases of the proposed development,
as well as during the operation of the Cemetery, must comply with the relevant
SANS codes and standards.

Dust suppression methods must be used to mitigate dust during the
construction phase.

Adequate ablution facilities must be provided on site during construction. The
ratio of 15 people per ablution facility must not be exceeded.



7. Notwithstanding the Environmental Authorization, the holder must comply with any
other statutory requirements that may be applicable when undertaking these
activities.

8. Good practices will also include the maintenance of norms and standards, having a
good set of by-laws, and having electronic software to assist the Municipality in
cemetery management.

Yours sincerely,

i

........... dosssssssccaccccnnncnns
obo Mr. G. MATTHYSE

ACTING MUNICIPAL MANAGER

Enquiries: G. E. van Zyl
Manager Municipal Health Services



