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PROJECT INFORMATION

Report Ref. No: 12/HERC2/DSR/03/24
This report is the property of the author, Sharples Environmental Services cc (SES), who may make
allowance fo publish it, in whole provided that:

Conditions of Use:

a. Approval for copy is obtained from SES.

b. SESis acknowledged in the publication.

c. SES is indemnified against and claim for damages that may result from publication of
specifications, recommendations or statements that is not administered or controlled by
SES.

d. That approval is obtained from SES if this report is to be used for the purposes of sale,
publicity or advertisement.

SES accepts no responsibility for failure to follow the recommended program.

COMPILATION
Role: Name: E-Mail Address:
Owner: Sharples info@sescc.net
Environmental
Services cc

Responsible EAP: Madeleine Knoetze madeleine@sescc.net

Supervisor EAP: Betsy Ditcham betsy@sescc.net

Contributing Author:* Ameesha Sanker ameesha@sescc.net
*At the time of the original compilation of this report, Ms. Ameesha Sanker was employed with SES.
However, she has since left the company’s employment (1 June 2023). All subsequent updates to the
report were overseen by Betsy Ditcham. Please see the Table below for a detailed breakdown of the
reporting details for your reference.

REPORTING DETAILS

Date: Report details Responsible person

17/02/2023 Original Compilation Madeleine Knoetze and
Ameesha Sanker
(EAPASA # 4372)

08/05/2023 Updates to the report and appendices based on project description | Madeleine Knoetze and
changes Ameesha Sanker
(EAPASA # 4372)

16/06/2023 Updates to the report and appendices based on project description | Madeleine Knoetze and
changes Betsy Ditcham

(EAPASA #1480)

16/02/2024 Review of the Scoping Report by client Lloyd Barnes

30/04/2024 Draft Scoping Report published for public review Madeleine Knoetze
(EAPASA #3230)
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Expertise
Sharples Environmental Services cc (SES) is an independent environmental consultancy and has
since 1998 been actively engaged in the fields of environmental planning, assessment and
management. We advise private, corporate and public enterprises on a variety of differing land
use applications ranging from large-scale PV and CPV renewable energy facilities, residential
estates, resorts and golf courses to municipal service infrastructure installations and the planning
of major arterials. SES has offices in George and in Cape Town.

MADELEINE KNOETZE (Registered Environmental Assessment Practitioner) - Madeleine holds a
Bachelor of Science in Environmental Sciences from the Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University
obtained in 2014. She has 9 years’ experience in the environmental field, she has proven
competency in the compilation of environmental assessments, water use licence applications,
legal compliance, on-site monitoring, rehabilitation reporting, aquatic impact assessments and
Geographic Information Systems (GIS). To date she has completed numerous environmental
assessments, management plans, licencing applications, aquatic assessments and audits within
the private and governmental spheres. Madeleine is registered with EAPASA as a certified
Environmental Practitioner (EAPASA #3230).

AMEESHA SANKER (Registered Environmental Assessment Practitioner) - Ameesha obtained her
BSc. Geological Science (Environmental and Engineering), from the University of KwaZulu-Natal
and a BSc. (Hons) in Environmental Management from UNISA. Her experience extends to 9+ years’
in environmental management, assessments and compliance monitoring, predominantly in the
infrastructure, water and sanitation industry. Ameesha is registered with EAPASA as a certified
Environmental Practitioner (EAPASA # 4372).

BETSY DITCHAM (Director and Principle Environmental Assessment Practitioner) - Betsy has a
Bachelor of Science Honours Degree in Wildlife Management from the University of Pretoria and a
Bachelor of Science Degree (Zoology and Ecology) obtained from the University of Cape Town in
2005. She has 14 years’ experience in the environmental field, including environmental
assessments, legal compliance, on-site compliance monitoring, cleaner production and business
greening and sustainability (carbon and environmental foot printing). In her time as a consultant,
she has compiled a number of environment assessments and management plans for both private
and governmental clients. Betsy is a shareholder of SES and registered with EAPASA as a certified
Environmental Practitioner (EAPASA # 1480).

COPYRIGHT RESERVED - This report has been produced for HERCULES SOLAR PV1. Property contained
in this report remains vested with Sharples Environmental Services cc (SES) and no part of the report
may be reproduced in any manner without written permission from SES.
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Alternatives

Competent Authority (CA)

Department of Agriculture,
Environmental Affairs and
Land Reform (DAELR)
Department of Forestry,
Fisheries and Environment
(DFFE)

Environment

Environmental Authorisation
Environmental Assessment
Practitioner (EAP)

Environmental Impact

Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA)
Environmental Impact

Report (EIR)

Environmental Management
Programme (EMPr)
Interested and Affected
Party (1&AP)

NEMA EIA Regulations

No-go Alternative

Public Participation Process
(PPP)

Registered Interested and
Affected Party

Scoping process

Scoping Report
Significant Impact

GLOSSARY OF TERMS

In relation to a proposed activity, means different means of meeting the general purpose
and requirements of the activity, which may include alternatives to —

i The property on which or location where it is proposed to undertake the activity;

ii. The type of activity to be undertaken;

iii. The design or layout of the activity;

iv. The technology to be used in the activity, and;

V. The operational aspects of the activity.

The decision-making authority responsible for evaluating the viability of the proposal and
issuing the appropriate Authorisation. Also see Department of Forestry, Fisheries and
Environment.

The Provincial Directorate of the National Department of Forestry, Fisheries and Environment.

The National Directorate of the National Department for Forestry, Fisheries and the

Environmental. This Department is responsible for evaluating the viability of the development

proposal and issuing the appropriate Authorisation. Also see Competent Authority.

The surroundings within which humans exist and that are made up of

i The land, water and atmosphere of the earth;

ii. Micro-organisms, plant and animal life;

iii. Any Part or combination of (i) and (ii) and the interrelationships among and between
them; and

iv.  The physical, chemical, aesthetic and cultural properties and conditions of the
foregoing that influence human health and wellbeing.

The authorisation by a competent authority of a listed activity.

The person responsible for planning, management and co-ordination of environmental

impact assessment, strategic environmental assessments, environmental management plans

or any other appropriate environmental instrument infroduced through regulations.

An environmental change caused by some human act.

In relation to an application to which scoping must be applied, means the process of

collecting, organizing, analyzing, interpreting and communicating information that is

relevant to the consideration of that application. This process necessitates the compilation

of an Environmental Impact Report (described below), which describes the process of

examining the environmental effects of a proposed development, the anficipated impacts

and proposed mitigatory measures.

A report assessing the potential significant impacts as identified during the Scoping phase

(described below).

A management programme designed specifically to infroduce the mitigation measures

proposed in the Reports and contained in the Conditions of Approval in the Authorisation.

Any individual, group, organization or associations which are interested in or affected by an

activity as well as any organ of state that may have jurisdiction over any aspect of the

activity.

The EIA Regulations means the regulations promulgated in terms of the National

Environmental Management Act (Act 107 of 1998), as amended (Government Notice No. R

324, R 325, R 326 and R 327 in the Government Gazette of 7th April 2017 refer).

The option of not proceeding with the activity, implying a confinuation of the current situation

/ status quo.

A process in which potential Interested and Affected Parties are given an opportunity fo

comment on, or raise issues relevant to, specific matters.

All persons who, as a consequence of the Public Participation Process conducted in respect

of an application, have submitted written comments or attended meeting with the applicant

or Environmental Assessment Practitioner; all persons who have requested the applicant or

the EAP in writing, for their names to be placed on the register and all organs of state which

have jurisdiction in respect of the activity to which the application relates.

A procedure for determining the extent of and approach to an EIA, used to focus the

Environmental Impacts Assessment to ensure that only the significant issues and reasonable

alternative are examined in deftail.

The report describing the issues identified during the Scoping Process

Means an impact that by its magnitude, duration, intensity or probability of occurrence may

have a notable effect on one or more aspect of the environment.
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ABBREVIATIONS
BA Basic Assessment
BAR Basic Assessment Report
CA Competent Authority
CBA Critical Biodiversity Area
DAERL Department of Agriculture, Environmental Affairs, Rural Development and Land Reform (Provincial)
DFFE Department of Forestry, Fisheries and Environment (National)
DM District Municipality
DMRE Department of Mineral Resources and Energy
DoE Department of Energy
DPWI Department of Public Works and Infrastructure
DWS Department of Water and Sanitation
EAP Environmental Assessment Practitioner
ECO Environmental Control Officer
EIA Environmental Impact Assessment
EMF Environmental Management Framework
EMPr Environmental Management Programme
ESA Ecological Support Area
GN Government Notice
GNR Government Notice Regulation
HIA Heritage Impact Assessment
1&AP Interested and Affected Parfies
IDP Integrated Development Plan
IRP Integrated Resource Plan
LED Local Economic Development
LM Local Municipality
LSDF Local Spatial Development Framework
LUPO Land Use Planning Ordinance (Ordinance 15 of 1985)
NDP National Development Plan 2030
NEMA National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No. 107 of 1998)
NEM:PAA National Environmental Management: Protected Areas Act, 2003 (Act No. 57 of 2003)
NEM:AQA National Environmental Management Air Quality Act, 2004 (Act Np. 39 of 2004)
NEM:WA National Environmental Management: Waste Act, 2008
NERA National Electricity Regulation Act, 2006 (Act No. 4 of 2006)
NERSA National Energy Regulator of South Africa
NHRA National Heritage Resources Act, 1999 (Act No. 25 of 1999)
NWA National Water Act, 1998 (Act No. 36 of 1998)
PAOI Project Area of Influence
PPP Public Participation Process
PSDF Provincial Spatial Development Framework
PV Photovoltaic
REIPPPP Renewable Energy Independent Power Producer Procurement Programme
SANS South African National Standard
SDF Spatial Development Framework
SES Sharples Environmental Services cc
VIS Visual Impact Statement
Vi Zone of Visual Influence
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BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE OF THIS REPORT

It is a requirement according to the National Environmental Management Act (NEMA) Environmental
Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations of 2014, as amended (GNR 326 of 2017), that once an
application is submitted to obtain an Environmental Authorisation in terms of the NEMA EIA
Regulations, as amended, that potential or registered Interested and / or Affected Parties (inferested
in the proposed development or affected by the proposed development) are afforded a consultatfion
period (at least 30 days) on the Draft Scoping Report before their comments are taken into account
and responded to in a Final Scoping Report.

The Draft Scoping Report will be made available for public comment from 13 May 2024 - 13 June 2024
(30+ days). An electronic version of the report has been placed on the SES website to be accessed
by the public, and a hard copy of the report has been placed at the De Aar Public Library, opposite
the intersection of Amelia Street and Station Street, De Aar (30°39'1.02"S 24° 0'42.83"E).

The Application form has been completed and submitted to the Department of Forestry, Fisheries and
Environment (DFFE) was submitted concurrently with the Draft Scoping Report.

As per the legislated process, the Draft Scoping Report must be made available to identified Potential
Interested & Affected Parties and Automatically Registered Key Authorities to review in order to
provide comments for a period of 30+ days. Following the public participation, the Scoping Report
must be finalised and submitted to DFFE for decision making purposes (Acceptance/Rejection).

REQUIRED CONTENT OF A SCOPING REPORT AS PER THE 2014 NEMA EIA REGULATIONS, AS AMENDED
Appendix 2 of Government Notice 326 (7 April 2017) of the National Environmental Management Act
No.107 of 1998 (NEMA) 2014 Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations states the
requirements for the content of a Scoping Report to be as per the table below. For ease of reference,
we have noted in the table below where this required information can be found.

“A scoping report must contain the information that is necessary for a proper understanding of the
process, informing all preferred alternatives, including location alternatives, the scope of the
assessment, and the consultation process to be undertaken through the environmental impact
assessment process, and must include the following:”
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Table 0-1: Required content of a Scoping Report according to the 2014 NEMA EIA Regulations and where in this Report the

required content can be found .
a) details of- Section 1.4 and Annexure J
(i) the EAP who prepared the report; and
(i) the expertise of the EAP, including a curriculum vitae;
b) the location of the activity, including- Section 4.1 and Annexure A
(i) the 21 digit Surveyor General code of each cadastral land parcel;
(i) where available, the physical address and farm name;
(i) where the required information in items (i) and (i) is not available, the
coordinates of the boundary of the property or properties;
(c) a plan which locates the proposed activity or activities applied for at an | Appendix A
appropriate scale, or, if it is-
(i) a linear activity, a description and coordinates of the corridor in which the
proposed activity or activities is to be undertaken; or
(i) on land where the property has not been defined, the coordinates within
which the activity is to be undertaken;
(d) a description of the scope of the proposed activity, including- Section 2.3 and Section 4.2
(i) all listed and specified activities triggered;
(i) a description of the activities to be undertaken, including associated
structures and infrastructure;
(e) a description of the policy and legislative context within which the | Section 2
development is proposed including an identification of all legislation, policies,
plans, guidelines, spatial tools, municipal development planning frameworks
and instruments that are applicable to this activity and are to be considered in
the assessment process;
(f) a motivation for the need and desirability for the proposed development | Section 7
including the need and desirability of the activity in the context of the preferred
location;
(h) a full description of the process followed to reach the proposed preferred | Section 5 — Alternatives
activity, site and location within the site, including -
(i) details of all the alternatives considered; Section 6 — Environmental Attributes
(i) details of the public participation process undertaken in terms of regulation
41 of the Regulations, including copies of the supporting documents and inputs; | Section 8 — Public Participation
(iii) a summary of the issues raised by interested and affected parties, and an
indication of the manner in which the issues were incorporated, or the reasons | Section 1 — Impacts & Risks
for not including them;
(iv) the environmental atftributes associated with the alfernatives focusing on the | Section 10 — Concluding Statement
geographical, physical, biological, social, economic, heritage and cultural
aspects;
(v) the impacts and risks identified for each alternative, including the nature,
significance, consequence, extent, duration and probability of the impacts,
including the degree to which these impacts-
(aa) can be reversed;
(bb) may cause irreplaceable loss of resources; and
(cc) can be avoided, managed or mitigated;
(vi) the methodology used in determining and ranking the nature, significance,
consequences, extent, duration and probability of potential environmental
impacts and risks associated with the alternatives;
(vii) positive and negative impacts that the proposed activity and alternatives
will have on the environment and on the community that may be affected
focusing on the geographical, physical, biological, social, economic, heritage
and cultural aspects;
(viii) the possible mitigation measures that could be applied and level of
residual risk;
(ix) the outcome of the site selection martrix;
(x) if no alternatives, including alternative locations for the activity were
investigated, the motivation for not considering such and
(xi) a concluding statement indicating the preferred altermnatives, including
preferred location of the activity;
(i) a plan of study for undertaking the environmental impact assessment process to be | Annexure |
undertaken, including-

(i)a description of the alternatives to be considered and assessed within the
preferred site, including the option of not proceeding with the activity;

(i) a description of the aspects to be assessed as part of the environmental
impact assessment process;

(iii) aspects to be assessed by specialists;
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Table 0-1: Required content of a Scoping Report according to the 2014 NEMA EIA Regulations and where in this Report the

required content can be found

(iv) a description of the proposed method of assessing the environmental
aspects, including a description of the proposed method of assessing the
environmental aspects including aspects to be assessed by specialists;
(v) a description of the proposed method of assessing duration and significance;
(vi) an indication of the stages at which the competent authority will be
consulted;
(vii) particulars of the public participation process that will be conducted during
the environmental impact assessment process; and
(vii) a description of the fasks that wil be undertaken as part of the
environmental impact assessment process;
(ix) identify suitable measures to avoid, reverse, mitigate or manage identified
impacts and to determine the extent of the residual risks that need to be
managed and monitored.
(i) an undertaking under oath or affirmation by the EAP in relation to- Annexure K
(i) the correctness of the information provided in the report;
(i) the inclusion of comments and inputs from stakeholders and interested and
affected parties; and
(iii) any information provided by the EAP to interested and affected parties and
any responses by the EAP to comments or inputs made by interested or affected
parties;
(k) an undertaking under oath or affirmation by the EAP in relafion to the level | Annexure K
of agreement between the EAP and inferested and affected parties on the plan
of study for undertaking the environmental impact assessment;
() where applicable, any specific information required by the competent | N/A
authority; and
(m) any other matter required in terms of section 24(4)(a) and (b) of the Act. N/A
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