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APPENDIX F1:

Register of Interested and Affected Parties for Garden Route Road & Culverts Project — DR1791 Stofpad Road:

Michael

Bassett L
Martin Bay Electrical Plett 306/19 9
Coetzee L
Henk Stroebel 306/15 L
Arnold Hilltop Nursery/ 306/3

Stroebel WITTEDRIFT TRUST 306/35

Laurian Thornybush, River 306/36

Roebert Reid Coftage

Peta Joyce FARM W3 OU WA 306/4

Prior & Ann PAD PTY LTD
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Stella Pickard Maluma Cottage 491/0
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APPENDIX F1:

Register of Interested and Affected Parties for Garden Route Road & Culverts Project — DR1791 Stofpad Road:

Marlin Henry
(Case Officer)

Western Cape
Department of
Environmental Affairs
and Development
Planning: Region 3

Francois DEADP: Directorate

Naude Development
Management
(Region 3)

Melanie Koen

Department of
Forestry, Fisheries
and Environment

Mr. S. Lekota

Department of
Forestry, Fisheries
and the
Environment;
Biodiversity
Directorate

Dr Nina Viljoen

Garden Route

Mr Monde District

Stratu Municipality

Nthabeleng

Mavis Raisa-

Mlandu

John Godfrey

Daniels

Marissa Moore | WCG: Mobility
Department

Keith Cloete

Western Cape:
Department of
Health
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Charl Louw

Western Cape:
Department of
Human Settlements

Frantz Gunther

/
Rabia
Reynolds

Western Cape
Department of
Environmental Affairs
and Development
Planning: Pollution
and Chemical
Management

Dr. Joy Leaner

Air Quality
Directorate

ClIr. Jessica N

Ward 1: Bitou Local

Laymen/ Cor
van der Walt

Kamkam/ Municipality

Michael John

Rhode /

Nikki Mann Plettenberg Bay
Community
Environmental Forum
Plettenberg Bay
Ratepayers and
Residents
Association

Brandon WCG: Department

of Agriculture
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Carlo Breede-Gouritz 1
Abrahams/ Catchment

Mrs C. Management

Rautenbach Agency
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mailto:Rabia.Reynolds@westerncape.gov.za
mailto:joy.leaner@westerncape.gov.za
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mailto:jkamkam@plett.gov.za
mailto:mrhode@plett.gov.za
mailto:brandonl@elsenburg.com
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mailto:info@bgcma.co.za
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Register of Interested and Affected Parties for Garden Route Road & Culverts Project — DR1791 Stofpad Road:

Warren Dreyer | Department of C
Water and
Sanitation B 1
Megan Cape Nature C
Simons/ lsmat
Adams

Lizelle Stroh/

South African Civil

N

Evalena Aviation

Shodole Authority | 1
Debbie Eskom: Land

Hardin/ Jeha Development and

Geernt Environmental

Lungile Mofsisi | Manager/ Servitude

Ziyanda and Land

Mdoda Management N 1
Stephanie-Ann | Heritage Western

Barnartdt Cape

Owen Peters

Eskom: Land
Development

Jessica N. Bitou Municipal C
Kamkam Manager/ Executive

Mayor
Edward Bitou: Manager C
Charles Water & Sanitation
Oosthuizen
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mailto:DreyerW@dws.gov.za
mailto:danielD@dws.gov.za
mailto:NakinN@dws.gov.za
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mailto:strohl@caa.co.za
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mailto:HardinD@eskom.co.za
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Nicole
Abrahams /

Randall Cable/

Danfred
Adams

SANRAL

Dr Hanneline
Smit-Robinson

Bird Life South Africa

Devlin Fortuin

WCG: Department
of Infrastructure

Melanie Koen

Forestry Western
Cape

Molahlegi South African Radar

Molope Interest Group:
Chairman

Caroline Lotter | South African Bafts

/Kate Assessment

Richardson Association

Mpho Mabaso | Department of
Energy:

DEADP: DEADP George

George Office | Admin Office

DEADP:

DEADP: Pollution &

Pollution & Waste management
Waste

management

Radia Razack Department of

Dr. Lisolomzi Environmental
Fikizolo Affairs: Ocean &

Coasts
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Ms. Marlene
Laros

Western Cape
Department of

Environmental Affairs

and Development
Planning: Coastal
Management

Ms. Bronagh B

Western Cape

Andre
Treurnich

District Municipality:

Roads

193

10)

Hammond Department of
Education
ClIr. Nokuzola P | Bitou Local
Kolwapi Municipality
Victor Felton
Andile Sakati
Chiris a
Schliemann
Ms. Esmaralda | Plettenberg Bay s
E Barnes Airport e
C. Martin Garden Route
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mailto:Marlene.Laros@westerncape.gov.za
mailto:Marlene.Laros@westerncape.gov.za
mailto:Media1.Media1@westerncape.gov.za
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mailto:edebruin@plett.gov.za
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Appendix F:

Department of Agriculture:

'\ s

Fiéure 2. Aramex form of delivery.

i

Figure 1. Agriculture Letter with Flash Drive.



GEORGE

TEL: +27 (0) 44 873 4923 FAX: +27 (0) 44 874 5953
EMAIL: info@sescc.net WEBSITE: www.sescc.net
ADDRESS: Unit 17 Cathedral Square,

Cathedral Street, George, 6530

PO BOX: 9087, George, 6530

3 CAPE TOWN
Sharples TEL: +27 (0) 21554 5195 FAX: +27 (0) 86 575 2869
- - EMAIL: betsy@sescc.net WEBSITE: www.sescc.net

Environmental Services ADDRESS: Tableview, Cape Town, 7441

PO BOX: 443, Milnerton, 7435

Date: 4 of November 2025
To:

Cor van der Walt

The Head of Department

Western Cape Department of Agriculture

Bag X1 Elsenburg 7607, Admin Building, Muldersvlei Road, Elsenburg Private

Aftention: Cor van der Wallt

Subject: Nofification of Basic Assessment Process for the Proposed Removal and Replacement of the
Existing Road and Culvert Infrastructure Located Along Division Road (DR) 1791 km 1.59, Stofpad Road,
Crossing Farm 501 and Farm 306 on Portion 22 Witterdrift, Bitou Local Municipality, Garden Route District
Municipality (DEA&DP Reference: 16/3/3/1/D1/14/0026/25

Dear Sir,

Sharples Environmental Services CC (SES), on behalf of the Western Cape Government: Department of
Infrastructure, hereby notifies the Western Cape Department of Agriculture of the ongoing
environmental assessment process for the following project:

Project Title:

THE PROPOSED REMOVAL AND REPLACEMENT OF THE EXISTING ROAD AND CULVERT INFRASTRUCTURE
LOCATED ALONG DIVISION ROAD (DR) 1791 KM 1.59, STOFPAD ROAD, CROSSING FARM 501 AND FARM
306 ON PORTION 22 WITTEDRIFT, BITOU LOCAL MUNICIPALITY, GARDEN ROUTE DISTRICT
MUNICIPALITY(DEA&DP REFERENCE: 16/3/3/1/D1/14/0026/25.

This application is being undertaken in terms of the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act
107 of 1998) and the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2014, as amended (GNR 326 of
2017; GNR 517 of 2021).

Applicant: Western Cape Government: Department of Infrastructure
Environmental Consultant: Sharples Environmental Services CC

EAP: Betsy Ditcham (EAPASA Reg: 1480)

Contributing Candidate EAP: Jessica Gossman (EAPASA Reg: 6154)
DEA&DP Reference: 16/3/3/1/D1/14/0026/25

Project Description

The Western Cape Government: Department of Infrastructure, in collaboration with Hatch Consulfing
Engineers, proposes the removal of the existing flood-damaged causeway at kilometre marker 1.59 along
Divisional Road (DR) 1791 (Stofpad Road) over the Leermansdrift River. The causeway will be replaced
with a new reinforced concrete structure, incorporating raised road approaches to improve resilience
against future flooding. To ensure uninterrupted fraffic flow during construction, a temporary 4 m-wide
bypass will be established either upstream or downstream of the existing crossing, extending beyond the
20 m road reserve and covering an area of approximately 534 m2. The project falls within the jurisdiction
of the Bitou Local Municipality, Garden Route District, Western Cape.

Triggered Listed Activities

The following listed activities will be applied for:
Listing Notice 1 (GNR 327): Activities 12.19 and 48.
Listing Notice 3 (GNR 324): Actfivities 4, 12 and 14.
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GEORGE

TEL: +27 (0) 44 873 4923 FAX: +27 (0) 44 874 5953
EMAIL: info@sescc.net WEBSITE: www.sescc.net
ADDRESS: Unit 17 Cathedral Square,

Cathedral Street, George, 6530

PO BOX: 9087, George, 6530

CAPE TOWN

i I TEL: +27 (0) 21 554 5195 FAX:+27 (0) 86 575 2869

s EMAIL: betsy@sescc.net WEBSITE: www.sescc.net

Environmental Services ADDRESS: Tableview, Cape Town, 7441

PO BOX: 443, Milnerton, 7435

Public Participation Process

Notice is hereby given, in line with Regulation 41 of the EIA Regulations (2017, as amended), that the
Draft Basic Assessment Report (BAR) will be released for a 30-day public review and commenting
period.

Commenting period: 4" of November 2025 - 3@ of December 2025.

Opportunity to register as an Interested & Affected Party (I1&AP): Stakeholders may register fo obtain a
copy of the Draft BAR and provide written comments. All submissions must include the commenter’s
name, confact details, preferred method of communication, and disclosure of any direct interest in the
application.

Deadline for submissions: 3@ of December 2025.

All comments and registration requests will be managed in accordance with the Protection of Personal
Information Act, 2013 (POPIA). By submitting comments, I&APs consent to their details being shared with
other registered parties, as required by law.

Availability of Reports

In addition to the posted flash drive for the proposed project, the Draft BAR and supporting
documentation can be accessed further as follows:

Online: SES website at www.sescc.net (under “Public Documents”).

Hard copy: Green Valley Library, 139 Pine Street, Green Valley, Plettenberg Bay 64603.

On request: From the EAP directly (see details below).

Contact Information: Sharples Environmental Services CC (SES)
Contact Person: Ms Jessica Gossman

Tel: 021 554 5195

Email: jessica@sescc.net

Post: P.O. Box 443, Milnerton, 7435

We respectfully invite the Department of Agriculfure to review the Draft BAR and provide comments
during the stipulated public participation period. Your input will be considered in the finalisation of the
report and subsequent decision-making process by the competent authority.

Yours faithfully,

Betsy Ditcham
Pr. EAP (EAPASA Reg: 1480)
Sharples Environmental Services CC
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First emailed notice to all I&APs:

DEADP REF NO:16/3/3/1/D1/14/0026/25 NOTIFICATION OF THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE 30-DAY PUBLIC CONSULTATION COMMENTING PERIOD FOR THE PROPOSED REMOVAL AND
REPLACEMENT OF THE EXISTING ROAD AND CULVERT INFRASTRUCTURE LOCATED ALONG DIVISION ROAD (DR) 1791 KM 1.59, STOFPAD ROAD, CROSSING FARM 501AND FARM 306 ON
PORTION 22 WITTEDRIFT, BITOU LOCAL MUNICIPALITY, GARDEN ROUTE DISTRICT MUNICIPALITY.

Dear Commenting Authorities, Organs of State, and Interested & Affected Parties,

RE: NOTIFICATION OF THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE 30-DAY PUBLIC PARTICIPATION COMMENTING PERIOD OF THE PROPOSED REMOVAL AND REPLACEMENT OF THE EXISTING
ROAD AND CULVERT INFRASTRUCTURE LOCATED ALONG DIVISION ROAD (DR) 1791 KM 1.59, STOFPAD ROAD, CROSSING FARM 501AND FARM 306 ON PORTION 22 WITTEDRIFT,
BITOU LOCAL MUNICIPALITY, GARDEN ROUTE DISTRICT MUNICIPALITY (DEADP REF NO:16/3/3/1/D1/14/0026/25).

Sharples Environmental Services cc (SES) has been appointed by HATCH engineering, on behalf of Western Cape Government Department of Infrastructure, to undertake the environmental
assessment, in terms of the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No. 107 of 1998) and the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations of 2014, as amended (GNR 326 of
2017; GNR 517 of 2021), for the proposed removal and replacement of the existing road and culvert infrastructure, located along Division Road 1791 km 1.59 (DEA&DP Ref Nr:
16/3/3/1/D1/14/0026/25).

This email serves as a reminder that the Draft Basic Assessment Report (DBAR) and its associated appendices will be available for download and viewing until Wednesday, the 3" of
December 2025.

A hard-copy of the document has been made available Green Valley Library, 139 Pine Street, Green Valley, Plettenberg Bay 6603. The document is also available for download from our
website: https://sescc.net/eia-report/draft-basic-assessment-report-for-the-proposed-development-of-a-hardened-water-reservoir-and-associated-infrastructure-at-the-koeberg-nuclear-
power-station-located-on-the-farm-duynefontyn-no-1552-me/

Public Participation Commenting Period: 4" of November 2025 - 3" of December 2025.

You have been identified as a registered Interested & Affected Party (I&AP), providing you with the opportunity to review and comment on the Draft Basic Assessment Report. Should you no
longer wish to be registered as an I&AP for this project, indicating that you no longer wish to be included in future communications regarding this process, please notify this office in
writing.

If you are receiving this mail, and you are the landowner/landlord of the property, you are requested to notify ALL occupiers on your property of the details of this mail and public participation
period. Alternatively, you may request that the EAP undertake this notification on your behalf, by supplying the EAP with the occupiers’ contact details. If you are the occupier, you are
requested to notify the landowner/landlord of the details of this mail and public participation period. Alternatively, you may request that the EAP undertake this notification on your behalf, by
supplying the EAP with the landowner/landlord contact details.

Please Note: Choosing to be registered as an I&AP or by submitting a comment, you consent to the lawful processing of your personal information in relation to the intended purposes, as
described by the Protection of Personal Information Act, 2013 (Act no. 4 of 2013). Your personal information will be utilized for all processes relevant to this specific project, in compliance with
the POPI Act, 2013. You also provide consent to having your contact details being made available, and to be reflected in our regulated reports.


https://sescc.net/eia-report/draft-basic-assessment-report-for-the-proposed-development-of-a-hardened-water-reservoir-and-associated-infrastructure-at-the-koeberg-nuclear-power-station-located-on-the-farm-duynefontyn-no-1552-me/
https://sescc.net/eia-report/draft-basic-assessment-report-for-the-proposed-development-of-a-hardened-water-reservoir-and-associated-infrastructure-at-the-koeberg-nuclear-power-station-located-on-the-farm-duynefontyn-no-1552-me/

The DBAR is available for comment until the 3" of December 2025. Comments on the DBAR and proposed activity must therefore be submitted in writing on or before the 3™ of December
2025, by means of the following: Fax: 086-575 2869, email: jessica@sescc.net or postal address: PO Box 443, Milnerton, 7435.

Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any queries.


mailto:jessica@sescc.net

Second email to all | & APs:

RE: AVAILABILITY OF THE DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT REPORTS FOR THE PROPOSED REMOVAL AND REPLACEMENT OF THE EXISTING ROAD AND CULVERT
INFRASTRUCTURE LOCATED ALONG DIVISION ROAD (DR) 1791 KM 1.59, STOFPAD ROAD, CROSSING FARM 501 AND FARM 306 ON PORTION 22 WITTEDRIFT, BITOU LOCAL
MUNICIPALITY, GARDEN ROUTE DISTRICT MUNICIPALITY (DEADP REF NO:16/3/3/1/A1/41/3042/25).

Dear Stakeholders and Interested and Affected Parties,

RE: AVAILABILITY OF THE 30-DAY PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PERIOD OF THE DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT REPORTS PROPOSED REMOVAL AND
REPLACEMENT OF THE EXISTING ROAD AND CULVERT INFRASTRUCTURE LOCATED ALONG DIVISION ROAD (DR) 1791 KM 1.59, STOFPAD ROAD, CROSSING FARM 501AND
FARM 306 ON PORTION 22 WITTEDRIFT, BITOU LOCAL MUNICIPALITY, GARDEN ROUTE DISTRICT MUNICIPALITY (DEADP REF NO:16/3/3/1/A1/41/3042/25).

Sharples Environmental Services cc (SES) has been appointed by HATCH engineering, on behalf of Western Cape Government Department of Infrastructure, to
undertake the environmental assessment, in terms of the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No. 107 of 1998) and the Environmental Impact
Assessment Regulations of 2014, as amended (GNR 326 of 2017; GNR 517 of 2021), for the proposed removal and replacement of the existing road and culvert
infrastructure, located along Division Road 1791 km 1.59 (DEA&DP Ref Nr: 16/3/3/1/A1/41/3042/25) The Application for Environmental Authorisation, in terms of the
aforementioned legislation, was submitted on 10th of October 2025.

This email serves to remind you of the availability of the Draft Environmental Impact Assessment Reports and associated appendices. Please be reminded that the
Public Participation Process concludes on Monday, the 1st of December 2025.

A hard copy of the document has been made available Green Valley Library, 139 Pine Street, Green Valley, Plettenberg Bay 6603. The document is also available for download from our
website: https://sescc.net/eia-report/draft-basic-assessment-report-for-the-proposed-development-of-a-hardened-water-reservoir-and-associated-infrastructure-at-the-koeberg-

nuclear-power-station-located-on-the-farm-duynefontyn-no-1552-me/

Public Participation Commenting Period: 31°' of October 2025 - 1°* of December 2025.

You have been identified as a registered Interested & Affected Party (I&AP), providing you with the opportunity to review and comment on the Draft Environmental
Impact Assessment Reports. Should you no longer wish to be registered as an I& AP for this project, indicating that you no longer wish to be included in future
communications regarding this process, please notify this office in writing. If you are receiving this mail, and you are the landowner/landlord of the property, you are
requested to notify ALL occupiers on your property of the details of this mail and public participation period. Alternatively, you may request that the EAP undertake
this nofification on your behalf, by supplying the EAP with the occupiers’ contact details. If you are the occupier, you are requested to notify the
landowner/landlord of the details of this mail and public participation period. Alternatively, you may request that the EAP undertake this nofification on your behalf,
by supplying the EAP with the landowner/landlord contact details.

Please Note: Choosing to be registered as an I&AP or by submitting a comment, you consent to the lawful processing of your personal information in relation to the
infended purposes, as described by the Protection of Personal Information Act, 2013 (Act no. 4 of 2013). Your personal information will be utilized for all processes
relevant to this specific project, in compliance with the POPI Act, 2013. You also provide consent to having your contact details being made available, and to be
reflected in our regulated reports.


https://sescc.net/eia-report/draft-basic-assessment-report-for-the-proposed-development-of-a-hardened-water-reservoir-and-associated-infrastructure-at-the-koeberg-nuclear-power-station-located-on-the-farm-duynefontyn-no-1552-me/
https://sescc.net/eia-report/draft-basic-assessment-report-for-the-proposed-development-of-a-hardened-water-reservoir-and-associated-infrastructure-at-the-koeberg-nuclear-power-station-located-on-the-farm-duynefontyn-no-1552-me/

The DBAR is available for comment until the 1% of December 2025. Comments on the DBAR and proposed activity must therefore be submitted in writing on or before the 1% of
December 2025, by means of the following: Fax: 086-575 2869, email: jessica@sescc.net or postal address: PO Box 443, Milnerton, 7435.

Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any queries.


mailto:jessica@sescc.net

GEORGE

TEL: +27 (0) 44 873 4923 FAX: +27 (0) 44 874 5953
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Environmental Services

Notice of Public Participation Commenting Period
FOR THE

Draft Basic Assessment Report
Invitation to Register as an Interested & Affected Party
(1& AP) and provide comment

FOR THE PROPOSED REMOVAL AND REPLACEMENT OF THE EXISTING
ROAD AND CULVERT INFRASTRUCTURE LOCATED ALONG DIVISION
ROAD (DR) 1791 KM 1.59, STOFPAD ROAD, CROSSING FARM 501 AND

FARM 306 ON PORTION 22 WITTERDRIFT, BITOU LOCAL MUNICIPALITY,

GARDEN ROUTE DISTRICT MUNICIPALITY.

Please note that the start of the Public Participation Process (PPP) for the
proposed construction of the removal and replacement of the road and
culvert infrastructure, as advertised on the 30th of October 2025
publication of the Knysna-Plett Herald, is open for comment from the 4th of
November 2025 -39 of December 2025.

Potential Interested & Affected Parties (1&APs) are invited to register to
obtain the DBAR for information purposes and provide comments on this
proposal.

THE | & AP REGISTRATION AND COMMENT PERIOD:
4t of November 2025 - 3d of December 2025

FOR MORE INFORMATION: The Draft Basic Assessment report and
associated documents will be available on the SES website
(Wwww.sescc.net) under the “public documents” section. The physical copy
of the document will be placed at Green Valley Library, 139 Pine Street,
Green Vdlley, Plettenberg Bay 6603.

Alternatively, please contact Ms. Jessica Gossman
Tel: 021 554 5195 / Emaiil: jessica@sescc.net

« Environmental Impact Assessments « Basic Assessments « Environmental Management Planning
« Environmental Control & Monitoring « Water Use License Applications « Aquatic Assessments




NOTICE OF 30-DAY PUBLIC PARTICIPATION COMMENTING PERIOD FOR THE BASIC
ASSESSMENT REPORT
INVITATION TO REGISTER AS AN INTERESTED AND AFFECTED PARTY (I&AP) AND COMMENT
ON THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT.

THE PROPOSED REMOVAL AND REPLACEMENT OF THE EXISTING ROAD AND CULVERT
INFRASTRUCTURE LOCATED ALONG DIVISION ROAD (DR) 1791 KM 1.59, STOFPAD ROAD,
CROSSING FARM 501 AND FARM 306 ON PORTION 22 WITTEDRIFT, BITOU LOCAL
MUNICIPALITY, GARDEN ROUTE DISTRICT MUNICIPALITY DEA&DP REF:
16/3/3/6/7/1/D1/14/0099/25

Notice is hereby given in terms of Regulation 41 of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations of
2014, as amended (GNR 326 of 2017; GNR 517 of 2021) promulgated under the National Environmental
Management Act, as amended (Act 107 of 1998), of the submission of an application for Environmental
Authorisation to the Department of Environmental Affairs and Development Planning (DEA&DP).
PROPONENT, DESCRIPTION OF ACTIVITY & LOCATION:

The Western Cape Government: Department of Infrastructure, in collaboration with Hatch Consulting
Engineers, proposes the removal of the existing flood-damaged causeway at kilometre marker 1.59 along
Divisional Road (DR) 1791 (Stofpad Road) over the Leermansdrift River. The causeway will be replaced with
a new reinforced concrete structure, incorporating raised road approaches to improve resilience against
future flooding. To ensure uninterrupted traffic flow during construction, a temporary 4 m-wide bypass will be
established either upstream or downstream of the existing crossing, extending beyond the 20 m road reserve
and covering an area of approximately +-534 m2. The project falls within the jurisdiction of the Bitou Local
Municipality, Garden Route District, Western Cape.

LISTED ACTIVITIES:

Listing Notice 1 (GNR No R. 327) Activities 12, 19, and 48.

Listing Notice 3 (GNR No. R. 324) Activities 4, 12, and 14.

OPPORTUNITY TO REGISTER AS AN I&AP:

Potential Interested & Affected Parties (I&APs) are invited to register to obtain a copy of the Draft Basic
Assessment Report for information purposes and thereafter provide comment on this proposal. I&APs must
provide their comments together with their name, contact details (preferred method of notification, e.g. e-mail
or fax number) & indicate any direct business, financial, personal or other interest they have in the application
to the contact person indicated below, within 30-days between 4" of November 2025 — 37 of December
2025. Requests for registration &/or comment must reach us before or on the 3" of December 2025. All
information will be managed within the mandate of the POPI Act, 2013. Therefore, by registering as an 1&AP
and commenting, you are consenting to the use of your personal information, which may be made available
to any registered I&AP, in line with the legislated procedure relevant to this application.

AVAILABILITY OF REPORT:

The proposed project and associated documents can be obtained from SES (contact details below) or under
the “public documents” section on the SES website (www.sescc.net). A physical copy of the document can

be found at the Green Valley Library, 139 Pine Street, Green Valley, Plettenberg Bay 6603

For more information: Ms Jessica Gossman
Tel: 021 554 5195

Email: jessica@sescc.net

>< Box 443, Milnerton, 7435
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NOTICE OF 30-DAY PUBLIC PARTICIPATION COMMENTING PERIOD FOR THE BASIC
ASSESSMENT REPORT
INVITATION TO REGISTER AS AN INTERESTED AND AFFECTED PARTY (I&AP) AND COMMENT
ON THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT.

THE PROPOSED REMOVAL AND REPLACEMENT OF THE EXISTING ROAD AND CULVERT
INFRASTRUCTURE LOCATED ALONG DIVISION ROAD (DR) 1791 KM 1.59, STOFPAD ROAD,
CROSSING FARM 501 AND FARM 306 ON PORTION 22 WITTEDRIFT, BITOU LOCAL
MUNICIPALITY, GARDEN ROUTE DISTRICT MUNICIPALITY DEA&DP REF:
16/3/3/6/7/1/D1/14/0099/25
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———————————V1L008795

Notice is hereby given in terms of Regulation 41 of the Environmental Impact Assessment
Regulations of 2014, as amended (GNR 326 of 2017; GNR 517 of 2021) promulgated under the National
Environmental Management Act, as amended (Act 107 of 1998), of the submission of an application
for Environmental Authorisation to the Department of Environmental Affairs and Development
Planning (DEA&DP).

PROPONENT, DESCRIPTION OF ACTIVITY & LOCATION:

The Western Cape Government: Department of Infrastructure, in collaboration with Hatch
Consulting Engineers, proposes the removal of the existing flood-damaged causeway at kilometre
marker 1.59 along Divisional Road (DR) 1791 (Stof pad Road) over the Leermansdrift River. The
causeway will be replaced with a new reinforced concrete structure, incorporating raised road
approaches to improve resilience against future flooding. To ensure uninterrupted traffic flow during
construction, a temporary 4 m-wide bypass will be established either upstream or downstream of
the existing crossing, extending beyond the 20 m road reserve and covering an area of approximately
+-534 m?2. The project falls within the jurisdiction of the Bitou Local Municipality, Garden Route
District, Western Cape.

LISTED ACTIVITIES:
Listing Notice 1 (GNR No R. 327) Activities 12,19, and 48.
Listing Notice 3 (GNR No. R. 324) Activities 4, 12, and 14.

OPPORTUNITY TO REGISTER AS AN I&AP:

Potential Interested & Affected Parties (I&APs) are invited to register to obtain a copy of the Draft
Basic Assessment Report for information purposes and thereafter provide comment on this proposal.
I&APs must provide their comments together with their name, contact details (preferred method of
notification, e.g. e-mail or fax number) & indicate any direct business, financial, personal or other
interest they have in the application to the contact person indicated below, within 30-days between
4th of November 2025 - 3rd of December 2025. Requests for registration &/or comment must reach
us before or on the 3rd of December 2025. All information will be managed within the mandate of
the POPI Act, 2013. Therefore, by registering as an IRAP and commenting, you are consenting to the
use of your personal information, which may be made available to any registered I&AP, in line with
the legislated procedure relevant to this application.

AVAILABILITY OF REPORT:

The proposed project and associated documents can be obtained from SES (contact details below)
or under the “public documents” section on the SES website (www.sescc.net). A physical copy of the
document can be found at the Green Valley Library, 139 Pine Street, Green Valley, Plettenberg Bay
6603

For more information: Ms Jessica Gossman
Tel: 021 554 5195

Email: jessica@sescc.net
X Box 443, Milnerton, 7435
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Getroud binne gemeenskap van goedere met
JOAN VIOLET VAN RENSBURG
Identiteitsnommer: 420912 0033 082
VAN: Ouplaas Piesang Rivier, Plettenbergbaai, 6600

OORLEDE OP: 11 Augustus 2025 te Plettenbergbaai

Boedel No.: 24100/2025
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(Dertig) dae na datum van publikasie hiervan.
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POSBUS 2134, MOSSELBAAI
TEL: 044-690 3325

(LM2334)
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Otherwise vehicle
will be sold for
storage costs
Contact Fanie
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VLO08573

NOTICE OF AN ENVIRONMENTAL BASIC ASSESSMENT AND
ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT PROGRAMME

Proposed Demolition and Residential Redevelopment on Erf 352, 64 Beachy Head Drive, Plettenberg Bay, Bitou Local

Municipality, Western Cape

Notice is hereby given in terms of the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations, GN R324-R327 of 7 April 2017 under Section 24(5) of the National Environmental Management

Act (Act 107 of 1998), that Mr. Lozzo intends to undertake listed activities requiring a Basic
Environmental Assessment, namely:

° Listing Notice 1 (GNR 327): Activities 17 & 19A

° Listing Notice 3 (GNR 324): Activity 12

The proposal entails demolishing the existing dwelling and constructing a new multi-storey residence of approximately 459 m2. The new structure will be a concrete and brick flat-roof design

with painted plaster, timber cladding, and glazed fagades.

Outdoor elements, including a plunge pool and terraces, are incorporated within the main footprint. Existing garden and indigenous vegetation will be replaced with locally indigenous coastal

vegetation species.

The development will connect to municipal water, sewer, and electrical services, supplemented by solar power with battery backup. Stormwater will be managed through infiltration and

soakaway systems.

Interested and affected parties are invited to register and comment on the Basic Assessment process.

Warren Lange Date of Notification:
PO Box 2206 30 October 2025
Port Alfred

6170

Tel: 082 464 8339
Email: warren@hortcouture.co.za

Please submit I&AP registration before End of Notification:

1 December 2025

HK‘HORTCOUTURE




Figure 1. DBAR and EMPR dropped off at the Green
Valley Library in Bitou.

Figure 2. The cover letter to t};zé DBAR and EMPR, at the
Green Valley Library.

i Figure 4. close-up view of the Both the DBAR and EMPR,
Figure 3. Both the DBAR and EMPR, located within located within Green Valley Library for public viewing.
Green Valley Library for public viewing.

Figure 5. Site notice established along the proposed Figure 6. A site notice has been established along the
construction route. proposed construction route. As shown further north in
the photo, this is the location of the proposed project.



Figure 7. Both of the notices have been established in Figure 8. Site notices have been established along the
both English and Afrikaans for the proposed project. Stofpad Road entrance before the proposed project
location.



GEORGE

TEL: +27 (0) 44 873 4923 FAX: +27 (0) 44 874 5953
EMAIL: info@sescc.net WEBSITE: www.sescc.net
ADDRESS: Unit 17 Cathedral Square,

Cathedral Street, George, 6530

PO BOX: 9087, George, 6530

CAPE TOWN

TEL: +27 (0) 21 554 5195 FAX: +27 (0) 86 575 2869
EMAIL: betsy@sescc.net WEBSITE: www.sescc.net
ADDRESS: Tableview, Cape Town, 7441

PO BOX: 443, Milnerton, 7435

Sharples Est 1996
Environmental Services

KENNISGEWING VAN PUBLIEKE DEELNAME EN
KOMMENTAARLEWERINGSPROSES VIR ‘N BASIESE

ASSESSERINGSVERSLAG
UITNODIGING OM AS ‘N BELANGHEBENDE & GEAFFEKTEERDE PARTY (B&GP) TE
REGISTREER EN OM KOMMENTAAR OP DIE VOORGESTELDE PROJEK TE LEWER.

DIE VOORGESTELDE VERWYDERING EN VERVANGING VAN DIE BESTAANDE PAD EN
DUIKERINFRASTRUKTUUR GELEE LANGS AFDELINGSPAD (DR) 1791 KM 1.59, STOFPAD PAD, WAT
PLAASSE 591, PLAAS 586 EN PLAAS 306 KRUIS OP GEDEELTE 22 WITTEDRIFT, BITOU PLAASLIKE
MUNISIPALITEIT, TUINROETE DISTRIKSMUNISIPALITEIT (DEA&DP VERWYSING:
(6/3/3/1/D1/14/0026/25)

LIGGING: Die terrein is geleé langs Afdelingspad (DR) 1791 by kilometer 1.59, Stofpadpad, waar dit Plaas 501 en Plaas
306 kruis, op Gedeelte 22 Wittedrift, in die Bitou Plaaslike Munisipaliteit, Tuinroete-distrik.

BESKRYWING VAN DIE ONTWIKKELING: Die Wes-Kaapse Regering: Departement van Infrastruktuur, in samewerking
met Hatch Consulting Engineers, beplan die verwydering van die vloedbeskadigde drif by kilometermerker 1.59 langs
Afdelingspad (DR) 1791 (Stofpadpad) oor die Leermansdirifrivier. Die drif sal vervang word met 'n nuwe gewapende
betonstruktuur met verhoogde padnaderings om toekomstige vioede te weerstaan. Om verkeersvioei tydens
konstruksie te verseker, sal 'n tydelike 4 m-wye ompad stroomop of stroomaf van die bestaande kruising aangelé
word, buite die 20 m-padreservaat en oor 'n opperviakte van ongeveer 534 m2. Die projek val binne die Bitou Plaaslike
Munisipaliteit, Tuinroete-distrik, Wes-Kaap.

GELYSTE AKTIWITEITE: ‘n Basiese Assesseringsproses word ondeneem in ferme van die 2014
Omgewingsimpakbeoordelings (OIB) Regulasies, soos aangepas (GNR. 324 — 327 van 2017), as deel van die Aansoek
tot Omgewingsgoedkeuring van Die Departement van Omgewingsake en Ontwikkelingsbeplanning(DEA&DP). Die
voorgestelde ontwikkeling doen aansoek om goedkeuring te verkry in tferme van die volgende gelyste akfiwiteite in
terme van die OIB Regulasies van 2014, soos aangepas (GNR 326 van 2017):

Regeringskennisgewing Regulasie 327 (Gelyste kennisgewing 1): Gelyste aktiwiteite 12, 19 en 48.
Regeringskennisgewing Regulasie 324 (Gelyste kennisgewing 3): Gelyste aktiwiteite 4, 12 en 14.

GELEENTHEID OM DEEL TE NEEM: Potensiéle Belanghebende & Geaffekieerde Partye (B&GP) word hiermee uitgenooi
om te registreer om die Konsep Basiese Assesseringsverslag (KBAV) te onivang vir inligtingsdoeleindes, en
daarvolgens kommentaar op die voorstel te lewer. B&GPs moet hul kommentaar, saam met naam,
kontakbesonderhede (insluitend voorkeur vir kennisgewing, bv. e-pos of selfoon), en aanduiding van belang
(besigheid, finansieel, persoonlik, ens.) aan ons stuur. Registrasie en/of kommentaar oor die voorgestelde projek moet
binne die 30-dae publieke deelnameperiode ingedien word om oorweeg te word. Alle persoonlike inligting word
hanteer volgens die POPI Wet, 2013.

B&GP REGISTRASIE EN KOMMENTAARLEWERING PERIODE: 4 November 2025 - 3 Desember 2025.

VIR MEER INLIGTING: Die KBAV en geassosieerde dokumente sal beskikbaar gemaak word op SES se webtuiste
(www.sescc.net) onder die ‘publieke dokumente’ (‘public documents’) seksie. Toegang tot ‘n hardekopie van die
dokument kan by die Green Valley Biblioteek, 139 Pine Straat, Green Valley, Plettenberg Bay, 6603.

Alternatiewelik, kontak asseblief, Mej. Jessica Gossman / Tel: 021 554 5195 / Faks: 086 575 2869 / Epos:
jessica@sescc.net / Posbus 443, Milnerton, 7435.

« Environmental Impact Assessments « Basic Assessments « Environmental Management Planning
« Environmental Control & Monitoring « Water Use License Applications « Aquatic Assessments




GEORGE

TEL: +27 (0) 44 873 4923 FAX: +27 (0) 44 874 5953
EMAIL: info@sescc.net WEBSITE: www.sescc.net
ADDRESS: Unit 17 Cathedral Square,

Cathedral Street, George, 6530
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R CAPE TOWN
Sharple: )08 TEL: +27 (0) 21 554 5195 FAX: +27 (0) 86 575 2869
—— I EMAIL: betsy@sescc.net WEBSITE: www.sescc.net
Environmental Services ADDRESS: Tableview, Cape Town, 7441
PO BOX: 443, Milnerton, 7435

NOTICE OF PUBLIC PARTICIPATION COMMENTING PERIOD FOR THE

DRAFT BASIC ASSESSMENT REPORT
INVITATION TO REGISTER AS AN INTERESTED & AFFECTED PARTY (I&AP) AND PROVIDE
COMMENTS ON THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT

THE PROPOSED REMOVAL AND REPLACEMENT OF THE EXISTING ROAD AND CULVERT
INFRASTRUCTURE LOCATED ALONG DIVISION ROAD (DR) 1791 KM 1.59, STOFPAD ROAD,
CROSSING FARM 501 AND FARM 306 ON PORTION 22 WITTEDRIFT, BITOU LOCAL
MUNICIPALITY, GARDEN ROUTE DISTRICT MUNICIPALITY(DEA&DP REFERENCE:
6/3/3/1/D1/14/0026/25)

LOCATION: The site is located along Division Road (DR) 1791 KM 1.59, Stofpad Road, crossing Farm 501 and
Farm 306 on Portion 22 Wittedrift Bitou Local Municipality, Garden Route District.

DEVELOPMENT DESCRIPTION: The Western Cape Government: Department of Infrastructure, in
collaboration with Hatch Consulting Engineers, proposes the removal of the existing flood-damaged
causeway at kilometre marker 1.59 along Divisional Road (DR) 1791 (Stofpad Road) over the Leermansdrift
River. The causeway will be replaced with a new reinforced concrete structure, incorporating raised road
approaches to improve resilience against future flooding. To ensure uninterrupted traffic flow during
construction, a temporary 4 m-wide bypass will be established either upstream or downstream of the
existing crossing, extending beyond the 20 m road reserve and covering an area of approximately 534 m?2,
The project falls within the jurisdiction of the Bitou Local Municipality, Garden Route District, Western Cape.
LISTED ACTIVITIES:

A Basic Assessment has been undertaken in terms of the 2014 EIA Regulations, as amended (GNR. 324 -
327 of 2017), as part of the application for Environmental Authorisation fo the Department of Environmental
Affairs and Development Planning (DEA&DP). The proposed development triggers the EIA Regulations of
2014, as amended (GNR 326 if 2017), in terms of:

Listing Notice 1 (GNR No. R. 327) Activities 12, 19, and 48.

Listing Notice 3 (GNR No. R. 324) Activity 4, 12 and 14.

OPPORTUNITY TO PARTICIPATE: Potential Interested & Affected Parties (1&APs) are invited to register to obtain
the DBAR for information purposes and provide lay comments on this proposal. & APs must provide their
comments together with their name, contact details (preferred method of notification, e.g., e-mail or fax
number) & indicate any direct business, financial, personal, or other interest they have in the application
fo the contact person indicated below. Requests for registration &/or comment must reach us within the
30-day public participation period provided below. All private information will be managed in line with the
POPI Act, 2013.

| & AP REGISTRATION AND COMMENT PERIOD: 4 of November 2025 - 3rd of December 2025.

FOR MORE INFORMATION: The Draft Basic Assessment report and associated documents will be available
on the SES website (www.sescc.net) under the “public documents” section. A physical copy of the
document can be found at the Green Valley Library, 139 Pine Street, Green Valley, Plettenberg Bay 6603.

Alternatively, please contact Ms. Jessica Gossman / Tel: 021 554 5195 / Fax: 086 575 2869 / Email:
Jessica@sescc.net / P.O Box 443, Milnerton, 7435.

« Environmental Impact Assessments « Basic Assessments « Environmental Management Planning
« Environmental Control & Monitoring « Water Use License Applications « Aquatic Assessments



mailto:Jessica@sescc.net

Proof of all Commentsfor the Proposed Removal and Replacement of the Existing Road and Culvert Infrastructure Located along Division Road
(DR) 1791 km 1.59, Stofpad Road, Crossing Farm no. 501 and Farm No. 306 on Portion 22 Witterdrift, Bitou Local Municipality, Garden Route
District Municipality

DEADP REF NO:16/3/3/1/D1/14/0026/25 NOTIFICATION OF THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE 30-DAY PUBLIC CONSULTATION COMMENTING PERIOD FOR ...

L Repl %5 Reply All | —» Forward
jessica@sescc.net | ) Reply ‘ € Reply I

To Meon 2025/11/03

Cc 'Betsy Ditcham'

Bcc _

(i) You forwarded this message on 2025/11/06 13:52.

Dear Commenting Authorities, Organs of State, and Interested & Affected Parties,

RE: NOTIFICATION OF THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE 30-DAY PUBLIC PARTICIPATION COMMENTING PERIOD OF THE PROPOSED REMOVAL AND REPLACEMENT OF THE EXISTING ROAD AND CULVERT INFRASTRUCTURE
LOCATED ALONG DIVISION ROAD (DR) 1791 KM 1.59, STOFPAD ROAD, CROSSING FARM 501AND FARM 306 ON PORTION 22 WITTEDRIFT, BITOU LOCAL MUNICIPALITY, GARDEN ROUTE DISTRICT MUNICIPALITY (DEADP
REF NO:16/3/3/1/D1/14/0026/285).

Sharples Environmental Services cc {SES) has been appointed by HATCH engineering, on behalf of Western Cape Government Department of Infrastructure, to undertake the environmental assessment, in terms of the Mational
Environmental Management Act, 1998 {Act No. 107 of 18998) and the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations of 2014, as amended (GMNR 326 of 2017; GNR 517 of 2021), for the proposed removal and replacement of the existing
road and culvert infrastructure, located along Division Road 1791 km 1.59 (DEA&DFP Ref Nr: 16/3/3/1/D1/14/0026/25).

This email serves as a reminder that the Draft Basic Assessment Report (DBAR) and its associated appendices will be available for download and viewing until Wednesday, the 3™ of December 2025.

A hard-copy of the document has been made available Green Valley Library, 139 Pine Street, Green Valley, Plettenberg Bay 6603. The document is also available for download from our website hitps://sescc.net/eia-report/draft-basic-

assessment-report-for-the-proposed-removal-and-replacement-of-the-existing-road-and-culvert-infrastructure-located-along-division-road-dr-1791-km-1-59-stofpad-road-crossing-farm-501-an/

Public Participation Commenting Period: 4" of November 2025 - 37 of December 2025.

You have been identified as a registered Interested & Affected Party (I1&AP), providing you with the opportunity to review and comment on the Draft Basic Assessment Report. Should you no longer wish to be registered as an |I&AP




DEADP REF NO:16/3/3/1/D1/14/0026/25 NOTIFICATION OF THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE 30-DAY PUBLIC CONSULTATION COMMENTING PERIOD FOR ...

S Repl & Reply All ‘ —» Forward
jessica@sescc.net | < Reply ‘ <) Reply I

To Mon 2025/11/03 17:08
Cc 'Betsy Ditcham’
Becc .com';

(i) You forwarded this message on 2025/11/06 13:52,

fou have been identified as a registered Interested & Affected Party (I&AP), providing you with the cpportunity to review and comment on the Draft Basic Assessment Report. Should you no longer wish to be registered as an I&AP &
‘or this project, indicating that you no longer wish to be included in future communications regarding this process, please notify this office in writing.

fyou are receiving this mail, and you are the landowner/landlord of the property, you are requested to notify ALL occupiers on your property of the details of this mail and public participation period. Alternatively, you may request that
the EAP undertake this notification on your behalf, by supplying the EAP with the occupiers’ contact details. If you are the occupier, you are requested to notify the landowner/flandlord of the details of this mail and public participation
zeriod. Alternatively, you may request that the EAP undertake this notification on your behalf, by supplying the EAP with the landowner/landlord contact details.

Blease Note: Choosing to be registered as an I&AP or by submitting & comment, you consent to the lawiul processing of your personal information in relation to the intended purposes, as described by the Protection of Personal
'nformation Act, 2013 (Act no. 4 of 2013). Your personal information will be utilized for all processes relevant to this specific project, in compliance with the POPI Act, 2013. You also provide consent to having your contact details being

made available, and to be reflected in our regulated reports.

The DBAR is available for comment until the 3™ of December 2025. Comments on the DBAR and proposed activity must therefore be submitted in writing on or before the 3™ of December 2025, by means of the following: Fax:
086-575 2869, email: jessica@sescc.net or postal address: PO Box 443, Milnerton, 7435.

Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any queries.

Jessica Gossman
Candidate Envi | &
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RE: [CAUTION:EXTERNAL EMAIL] DEADP REF NO:16/3/3/1/D1/14/0026/25 NOTIFICATION OF THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE 30-DAY PUBLIC CONSULTATI...
‘. < Reply | %5 Reply All ‘ —» Forward - | ‘

To 'jessica@sesco.net’ Tue 2025/11/04 15:21
Cc 'Betsy Ditcham'
@ Click here to download pictures. To help protect your privacy, Outlook prevented automatic download of some pictures in this message.

[ ]

Good day
MNational Transmission Company South Africa services are not affected by this infrastructure.

Warm Regards

From: jessica@sescc.net <jessica@sescc.net>
Sent: Monday, 02 November 2025 17:08

Cc: 'Betsy Ditcham' <betsy@sescc.net> v
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RE: DEADP REF NO:16/3/3/1/D1/14/0026/25 NOTIFICATION OF THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE 30-DAY PUBLIC CONSULTATION COMMENTING PERIOD F...

] (5o [ & e [ > e ][]

To jessica@sescc.net Wed 2025/11/05 08:36

(i) You replied to this message on 2025/11/05 12:17.

imagel11.png
9KE

L

Good day Jessica

How far is this proposed road from the N2, it s not very clear on the locality plan.

N >

Regards

SANRAL '
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RE: DEADP REF NO:16/3/3/1/D1/14/0026/25 NOTIFICATION OF THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE 30-DAY PUBLIC CONSULTATION COMMENTING PERIOD F...

jessi SR X Al ‘ F [ ’
jessica@sescc.net ‘ S3:Reily ] ™ Reab ~¥ Fonesd l J

Wed 2025/11/05 12:17

l \ Bitou Consolidated layouts.kmz ‘

o 121K

Hi Nicole,
Thank you for your email.
Please see the attached KMZ of the area in relation to the N2.

Kind regards,

Jessica Gossman
T 5 . e

TEL: (021) 554 5195
EMAIL: jessica@sesccnet
EAPASA Reg: (2022/6154) -
= ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENTS
Unit ‘Az.l The Avenues | m | Cape Town /7 /4 - ENVIRONMENTAL AUDITING AND MONITORING
5 v e ' 1“ : f 3 ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT PLANS
e AQUATIC ASSESSMENT

WASTE AND WATER LICENSES

PROJECT MANAGEMENT

REHABILITATION AND CLOSURE PLANS
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RE: DEADP REF NO:16/3/3/1/D1/14/0026/25 NOTIFICATION OF THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE 30-DAY PUBLIC CONSULTATION COMMENTING PERIOD F...

0 jessicasescc.ne Wed 2025/11/05 12:53

() You replied to this message on 2025/11/05 13:16.

image012.png
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Thank you Jessica

I see SANRAL will not be affected by your development.
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RE: DEADP REF NO:16/3/3/1/D1/14/0026/25 NOTIFICATION OF THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE 30-DAY PUBLIC CONSULTATION COMMENTING PERIOD F...

g R & Reply All ‘ F d]
jessica@sescc.net [ 2 Reply ‘ 5 Reply o
To 'Nicole Abrahams (WCP)' Wed 2025/11/05 13:16

Hello Nicole,
Thank you for your confirmation.

Kind regards,

Jessica Gossman
Candidate

TEL: (021) 554 5195

EMAIL: jessica®sescenet
EAPASA Reg: (2022/6154)
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENTS

Unit 1 A2 | The Avenues | Parklands | Cape Town ; z ENVIRONMENTAL AUDITING AND MONITORING
PO Box 443 | Milnerton | 7435 ¢ \ ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT PLANS

AQUATIC ASSESSMENT
WASTE AND WATER LICENSES
PROJECT MANAGEMENT

ot

REHABILITATION AND CLOSURE PLANS

- >




Removal and Replacement of the Existing Road and Culvert Infrastructure located along Division Road (DR) 1791 KM 1.59, Stofpad Road, Wittedrift, Bitou
|. € Reply ‘ & Reply All ‘ —» Forward . |.--- |

Wed 2025/11/05 15:15

To jessica@sescc.net

(i) You replied to this message on 2025/11/05 15:39.
This message was sent with High importance.

Good day Jessica and thank you for the opportunity to provide input on this long overdue project.
The road and causeway in question are used daily by residents along the Stofpad Road as well as learners of the nearby Stofpad Primary School. The road is in daily use by motorists, cyclists, and pedestrians.

Hopefully, construction of the new causeway will be done in such a way so as not to close the road off totally during construction, thereby preventing users of the road of travelling freely along the route? This is

of concern to me.
Otherwise, as | mentioned, the projectis long overdue, lets get it done!

Kind Regards
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RE: Removal and Replacement of the Existing Road and Culvert Infrastructure located along Division Road (DR) 1791 KM 1.59, Stofpad Road, Wittedrift, Bi...

jessi Reply | % Reply All Forward | | =»+
|e55|ca(-i‘sescc.net "‘) epy‘ £ Reply —> Forwar '

Wed 2025/11/05 15:39
Cc 'Betsy Ditcham'

>

Afternoon Andre,

Thank you for your email and for sharing your input.

Please note that a temporary deviation road will be constructed either on the downstream or upstream side, depending on site conditions at the time of construction, to allow for continuous traffic flow during
the works. This will ensure that access along the route is maintained throughout the construction period.

Kind regards,

Jessica Gossman ;- S ) . ~

Candid A

TEL: (021) 554 5195
EMAIL:

EAPASA Reg: (2022/6154) o e
= . ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENTS'
Unit 1 A2 | The Avenues | Parklands | Cape Town p i ENVIRONMENTAL AUDITING AND MONITORING
PO Box 443 | Milnerton | 7435 / W A ‘ ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT PLANS
\ T A Skt
EB: www.sescc WASTE AND WATER LICENSES
PROJECT MANAGEMENT

REHABILITATION AND CLOSURE PLANS




RE: Removal and Replacement of the Existing Road and Culvert Infrastructure located along Division Road (DR) 1791 KM 1.59, Stofpad Road, Wittedrift, Bi...

—> Forward

e

o Reply | % ReplyAll
jessica@sescc.net ‘(—) eply ‘ ) Reply

Wed 2025/11/05 15:39
Cc 'Betsy Ditcham'

Afternoon Andre,

Thank you for your email and for sharing your input.

Please note that a temporary deviation road will be constructed either on the downstream or upstream side, depending on site conditions at the time of construction, to allow for continuous traffic flow during
the works. This will ensure that access along the route is maintained throughout the construction period.

Kind regards,

Jessica Gossman
S : )

TEL: (021) 554 5195

EMAIL: jessica@sesconet : : - 4

EAPASA Reg: (2022/6158) : = =Y
g ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENTS

Unit 1 A2 | The Avenues | Parklands | Cape Town r "N, ENVIRONMENTAL AUDITING AND MONITORING

PO Box 443 | Milnerton | 7435 { /' ) ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT PLANS

< O AR f AQUATIC ASSESSMENT

WASTE AND WATER LICENSES
PROJECT MANAGEMENT

REHABILITATION AND CLOSURE PLANS

»

RE: Removal and Replacement of the Existing Road and Culvert Infrastructure located along Division Road (DR) 1791 KM 1.59, Stofpad Road, Wittedrift, Bi...

| € Reply ‘ %) ReplyAll | —=> Forward

Wed 2025/11/05 16:18

To jessica@sescc.net
Cc 'Betsy Ditcham'
@ You replied to this message on 2025/11/06 08:18.
Click here to download pictures. To help protect your privacy, Outlook prevented automatic download of some pictures in this message.

>

Awesome, thank you Jessica.

Please add my details to your I&AP list and keep me informed?

Kind Regards




RE: Removal and Replacement of the Existing Road and Culvert Infrastructure located along Division Roa...

jessica@sescc.net S Reply |y Regiy AN | 79 Fomend ] []

— Thu 2025/11/06 08:18

@ Click here to download pictures. To help protect your privacy, Outlook prevented automatic download of some pictures in this message.

A
Good morning Andre,
You have been added to our | & AP list for this project.
| hope you have a lovely day further.
Kind regards,
Jessica Gossman
Candidate Environmental Assessment Practitioner
TEL: (021) 554 5195
EMAIL: essica@®sesconet
EAPASA Reg: (2022/6154) : , S
> T ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENTS
Unit 1 A2 | The Avenues | Parklands | Cape Town o a b ENVIRONMENTAL AUDITING AND MONITORING
'omml Milnerton ' 7435 y - ] ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT PLANS
P et o AQUATIC ASSESSMENT
1 WASTE AND WATER LICENSES
PROJECT MANAGEMENT
REHABILITATION AND CLOSURE PLANS
v
Receiving message 7 of 14 (9,06 MBofsoomve) I | [ = g + 100%

sarch L‘\ - D G e Q @ || @ @ A AR R dx @) 2026fgf;§g$




RE: Removal and Replacement of the Existing Road and Culvert Infrastructure located along Division Roa...

<€_) Reply All

—» Forward

To jessica@sescc.net

o T o

@ Click here to download pictures. To help protect your privacy, Outlook prevented automatic download of some pictures in this message,

Thank you, Jessica.

You have a blessed day as well.

Kind Regards

Thu 2025/11,/06 11:28

[ ]




Confirmation of Correspondence Received

| €3 Reply | %3 ReplyAll | — Forward |

rekords@gardenroute.gov.za
To jessica@sescc.net Wed 2025/11/1212:13

@This message was sent with High importance,

[ ]

Dear JESSICA GOSSMAN,

With reference to your request titled -
DEADP REF NO:16/3/3/1/D1/14/0026/25 NOTIFICATION OF THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE 30-DAY PUBLIC CONSULTATION COMMENTING PERIOD FOR

THE PROPOSED REMOWVAL AND REPLACEMENT OF THE EXISTING ROAD AND CULVERT INFRASTRUCTURE LOCATED ALONG DIVISION ROAD (DR} 1791 KM
1.59 dated 2025-11-03.

Your request was distributed.

File Reference 18/3/4/4

Record Reference 46698880

To follow-up this request please contact us on 044 8031300.

Kind Regards

GARDEN ROUTE DISTRICT MUNICIPALITY

v
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16/3/3/1/D1/14/0026/25: ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF RECEIPT OF THE DRAFT BASIC ASSESSMENT REPORT ...

. L | ann
@ DEADP-EIAAdmin George <DEADPEIAAdMIn.Ge | Reply | € RepiyAll | —> Fomward | |-

To Louse Buir Betsi Ditcham: jessical@sescc.net Thu 2025/11/13 1339

@ Follow up. Start by Thursday, 13 Movember 2025, Due by Thursday, 13 Movember 2025,

16.3.3.1.01.14.0026.25_Ack.DBAR. pdf
o
rE | 18T KB

>

Good Day,
Subject:

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF RECEIPT OF THE DRAFT BASIC ASSESSMENT REPORT FOR THE PROPOSED REMOVAL AND REPLACEMENT
OF EXISTING ROAD AND CULVERT INFRASTRUCTURE LOCATED ALONG DIVISION ROAD (DR) 1791 KM 1.59, STOFPAD ROAD, CROSSING
FARM 591, FARM 586 AND FARM 306 ON PORTION 22 WITTERDRIFT, BITOU LOCAL MUNICIPALITY, GARDEN ROUTE DISTRICT.

Please find attached the cormment from this Department regarding the aforementioned subject.

in all electronic corespondence with this department reqarding ¥

T -——+ 100%
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Pepartmant of Envitormandol Affals ord Developrant Flanning
@ Western Cape " pa Hanry

Government Deweloprmant Managarmant [Raegion 3
Marir Herny e astemoope oy 20 | D44 514 2014
DEADFELAAmin. Cae Dol oo opan gore 10 | D44 514 2008

REFERENCE 1673/371/D014,0024/25
DATE OF I S5UE: 13 HOVEMBER 2025
Head of Deporbment

Departmend of Infrosinuchune: Wesiem Cope Govemment
11 Leavnssen Sirmat,

CAFE TOWN,

BOO0

_—

De=ar Madam

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF RECEIFT OF THE DREAFT BASIC AZSESSMENT REFORT FOR THE PROPOSED
EEMOWVAL AND EEFLACEMENT OF EXISTING ROAD AND CULVERT INFRASTRUCTURE LOCATED
ALONG DIVISION EQAD (DR) 1791 KM 1.5%, STOFFAD ROAD, CEQOSSING FAEM 571, FARM 586 AND
FARM 304 OMN PORTION 22 WITTERDRIFT, BITOU LOCAL MUNICIPALITY, GARDEM ROUTE DISTRICT.

1. The undaied Croft Basic Assessment Report ['DEAR') compiled on your behalf by your oppainbed
regishered Ervironmentol Assessmendt Procfitioner [“EAP”|, Bedry Difchemn (EAPAZA Moo 202041830
and assished by condidote EAP (EAPASA: Mo: 2022/6154) of Shorples Environmental Sendces oo, as
received by fre Department on 02 Hovemiber 2025, refes.

2 This keber serves 0f on ocmowiedgmendt of receipt of the oforementionsd document by the
Ce=partment on 03 Hovember 2025

2.  The Departrment wil consider the DEAR and provide commeent on the document inocoordances with
the reckoning of days in ferms of Reguiofion 3 of the Ervironmenial impoct Assscsment Reguiations,
2014 ['BA Reguigtions, 2014°) {Govemment Mofice Mo B 782 of 4 Decemiper 2014, as omended).

4. Pleose note that a Eted octvity may not commence phor fo on emvdonmental oufhonsation besng
granied by the Deportment. & is an offence in fems of Sadion £8A of the Nofional Evironmental
Manogement Act, 1998 (Act no. 10F of 1993) ['HEWA'| for o pemon to commence with o isbed
activity unles the compefent outhorty hos gronted on emdronmental authorisation for $he
undertaking of the activity. A pemon conviched of an offence in terre of the obove & ioble fo o fine
not exceeding B10 million o to imprisonment for o peiod not escesding 10 years, or o both such
fine and imprisonmeni.

e b TR e i
Diprarimant of Ersdradmachal A and Develepmant Flasning
Dieciorale: Desalopmanl Maragaman [Ragles 3)
Daoige Regena Offce: 48 P, Vork Part Sulicieg, 93 York Sleesal, Cacige, 4529




5 Fndy guote the cbove-mentioned reference number in oy futune comegeondence in respect of this
matier.

& Thi Dep-oriment reserses the dght to revka orwBhdeow InBlal commens or reguest furdher iIntomrotion
from you bosed on arry informnation receiwed.

Fops 2ol
e
Daporimant ol Ervimnmentol Allain ond Dessicomaend Fanning | Dischonas: Deveiopmend Manogemaend (Region )




Read: REF MO:16/3/3/1/D1/14/0026/25 THE PROPOSED REMOWAL AND REPLACEMENT OF THE EXISTING ROAD AND CULVERT INFRASTRUCTURE LOCATED ALONG DIVISION ROAD [DR)

DEADP-ElAADmMIN George < DEADPEIAADmMIN. George@westerncape. gov.za»
S5ent  Fri 20251114 12:31
To

Your message

To: DEADP-EIAAdmIn George
Subject: REF NO:16/3/3/1/D1/14/0026/25 THE PROPOSED REMOVAL AND REFLACEMENT OF THE EXISTING ROAD AMD CULVERT INFRA-
STRUCTURE LOCATED ALONG DIVISION ROAD (DR) 1791 KM 1.59, STOFPAD ROAD, CROSSING FARM 501AND FARM 306 ON PORTION 22

WITTEDRIFT, BITOU LOCAL MUNICIP
Sent: Friday, November 14, 2025 9:58:43 AM (UTC+00:00) Monrovia, Reykjavik

was read on Friday, November 14, 2025 10:30:46 AM (UTC+00:00) Monrovia, Reykjavik.

il - J +  100%
08:34
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REMINDER: AVAILABILITY OF THE 30-DAY PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PERIOD OF THE DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT REPORTS PROPOSED ...

| € Reply ‘ & Reply Al ‘ —» Forward ‘

jessica@sescc.net

To Tue 2023/11/18 1444

Cc 'Betsy Ditcham'

- _

Cear stakeholders and Interested and Affected Parties,

REMINDER: AVAILABILITY OF THE 30-DAY PUBLIC PARTICIPATION FPERICD OF THE DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT REPORTS PROPOSED REMOVAL AND REPLACEMENT OF THE EXISTING ROAD AND
CULVERT INFRASTRUCTURE LOCATED ALONG DIVISION ROAD (DR) 1791 KM 1.5%, STOFPAD ROAD, CROSSING FARM 501AND FARM 304 ON PORTION 22 WITTEDRIFT, BITOU LOCAL MUNICIPALITY, GARDEN ROUTE
DISTRICT MUNICIPALITY (DEADP REF NO:14/3/3/1/D1/14/0024/25).

This email serves to remind you of the availability of the Draft Basic Assessment Report and associated appendices for the above-mentioned proposal. Please be reminded that the Public Paricipation Process
concludes on Wednesday, the 34 of December 2025.

A hard copy of the document has besn made available at Green Valley Library, 137 Pine Street, Green Valley, Plettenberg Bay 6603, The doecument is also available for download from our website:
hitps://fsesce.net/eio-report/droft-basic-assessmentreport-for-the-proposedremovaland-replacement-of-the-existing-road-and-culvert-infrastru cture-located-along-division-road-dr- 1791 -km-1-59-stofpad-
read-crossing-farm-501-an/

Public Participation Commenting Period: 4t of November 2025 - 31 of December 2025.

You have been identified as a registered Interested & Affected Party [I&AP), providing you with the opportunity to review and comment on the Draft Environmental Impact Assessment Reports. Should you
no longer wish to be registered as an I1&AP for this project, indicating that you no longer wish to be included in future communications regarding this process, please notify this office in writing. If you are
receiving this mail, and you are the landowner/landlord of the property, you are requested to notify ALL cccupiers on your property of the details of this mail and public participation period. Altematively,
you may request that the EAP undertake this nofification on your behalf, by supplying the EAP with the occupiers' contact details. If you are the occupier, you are requested to netify the landowner/landlord
of the details of this mail and public participation period. Altematively, you may request that the EAP undertake this notification on your behalf, by supplying the EAP with the landowner/landlord contact
defails.
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Please Note: Choosing to be registered as an I1&AP cr by submitting @ comment, you consent to the lawful processing of your personal information in relation to the intended purposes, as described by the
Protection of Personal Information Act, 2013 (Act no. 4 of 2013]. Your personal information will be utilized for all processes relevant to this specific project, in compliance with the POPI Act, 2013. You also
provide consent to having your contact details being made availoble, and to be reflected in ourregulated reports.

The DBAR is available for comment until the 3'd of December 2025. Comments on the DBAR and proposed activity must therefore be submitted in writing on or before the 3 of December 2025, by means
of the following: Fax: 084-575 2849, email: jessica@sescc.net or postal address: PO Box 443, Milnerton, 7435.

Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any queries.

Kind regards,

Jessica Gossman

Candid

TEL: (021) 554 5195

EMAIL: jessica@sescenet

EAPASA Reg: (2022/6154) ~
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENTS

Unit 1 A2 | The Avenues | Parklands | Cape Town y i _ ENVIRONMENTAL AUDITING AND MONITORING
' : / - 1 ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT PLANS
- ) ] AQUATIC ASSESSMENT

WASTE AND WATER LICENSES

PROJECT MANAGEMENT
REHABILITATION AND CLOSURE PLANS Nt v
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Automatic reply: REMINDER: AVAILABILITY OF THE 30-DAY PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PERIOD OF THE DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT REP...

I — [ | ey | ros

To jessica@sescc.net Tue 2025/11/18 14:45

@ Follow up, Completed on Tuesday, 02 December 2025,
You replied to this message on 2025/12/01 11:50.

»

Good day

Thank you for your email, please note | am currently unavailable -on site

If you do not get a reply from me within ten working days of my return please resend your query again.

Your email will be responded to in due course.

Specialist Heritage Officer (Archaeologist)
Heritage Western Cape

Heritage Resource Management Services v
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FW: DEADP REF NO:16/3/3/1/D1/14/0026/25 NOTIFICATION OF THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE 30-DAY P...

To jessica@sescc.net Thu 2025/11/27 12:43

(i) You replied to this message on 2025/11/28 08:45.

a
Dear lessica- Thank you for document received as well as site inspection conducted on 21/11/25. This email serves to confirm documents received. Kindly
note that the proposed development will be placed on list for site inspection; of which written comment will be forwarded. The Departmental official who
will be handling this matter is _nl:l all communication with regard to this project), activity should be directed to her. Kindly confirm
receipt. Regards
|
Sent: Tuesday, November 18, 2025 3:19 PM
To: jessica@sescc.net
Subject: FW: DEADP REF NO:16/3/3/1/D1/14/0026/25 NOTIFICATION OF THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE 30-DAY PUBLIC CONSULTATION
COMMEMNTING PERIOD FOR THE PROPOSED REMOWAL AND REPLACEMENT OF THE EXISTING ROAD AND CULVERT INFRASTRUCTURE LOCATED ALONG
DIVISION ROAD (DR) 1751 KM
Dear Jessica- Hope this email finds you well. | kindly wanted to enguire when it would be possible to do a site inspection this week please? And may you
kindly forward me the documents please? Kind regards
-
im| - ! +  100%:
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FW: DEADP REF NO:16/3/3/1/D1/14/0026/25 NOTIFICATION OF THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE 30-DAY P...

To jessica@sescc.net Thu 2025/11/27 12:43

LU

(i) You replied to this message on 2025/11/28 08:45.

B EALANEE BV IR e PR

-
Sent: Tuesday, November 18, 2025 3:19 PM

To: jessicai@sesco.net

Subject: FW: DEADP REF NO:16/3/3/1/D1/14/0026/25 NOTIFICATION OF THE COMMEMCEMENT OF THE 30-DAY PUBLIC CONSULTATION

COMMENTING PERIOD FOR THE PROPOSED REMOWAL AND REPLACEMENT OF THE EXISTING ROAD AND CULVERT INFRASTRUCTURE LOCATED ALONG
DIVISION ROAD (DR) 1751 KM

Dear Jessica- Hope this email finds you well. | kindly wanted to enguire when it would be possible to do a site inspection this week please? And may you
kindly forward me the documents please? Kind regards

Sent: Friday, November 7, 2025 5:08 PM
Cc: jessica@sescc.net
Subject: DEADP REF NO:16/3/3/1/D1/14/0026/25 NOTIFICATION OF THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE 30-DAY PUBLIC CONSULTATION COMMENTING

PERIOD FOR THE PROPOSED REMOVAL AND REPLACEMENT OF THE EXISTING ROAD AND CULVERT INFRASTRUCTURE LOCATED ALONG DIVISION ROAD
(DR) 1791 KM 1.59

Dear Jessica- Hope this email finds you well. | kindly wanted to enguire when it would be possible to do a site inspection please? And may you kindly
forward me the documents please? Kind regards

L4

o E - | + 1005
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DEA&DP Ref: 16/3/3/1/D1/14/0026/25 - COMMENT ON DRAFT BASIC ASSESSMENT REPORT FOR THE PR...

€ Reply | % ReplyAll | —» Forward

@ DEADP-EIAAdmIn George <DEADPEIAAdmIN.Ge

@ Follow up, Start by Friday, 22 Movember 2025, Due by Friday, 28 November 2025,

16.3.3.1.01.14.0026.23_DBAR Comment.pdf
POF

247 KE
-
zaod Day,
ubject:
+OMMENT ON DRAFT BASIC ASSESSMENT REPORT FORTHE PROPOSED REMOVAL AND REPLACEMENT OF THE EXISTING ROAD AND
‘ULVERT INFRASTRUCTURE LOCATED ALONG DIVISION ROAD 1791 AT KM 1.59, STOFPAD ROAD, CROSSING FARM NO. 501 AND FARM
10. 306 ON PORTION 22 WITTEDRIFT, BITOU LOCAL MUNICIPALITY, GARDEN ROUTE DISTRICT MUNICIPALITY
lease find aftached the comment from this Deparfment regarding the aforementioned subject.
in all electronic comespondence with this department regarding
s apphcafnion,
ind Regards v
! - | +  100%
08:41 =
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Dapartrnant of Enviorenanial Aftals ond Developmeaant Flarning
@ Western Cape Mariin Herey

Governmeant Devedoprrant Managarmant [Region 3)
karin. D ORI o320 | Tl +27 44 14 2014
DEADPELAadmin SurongorBvw telemoopa. gov 20 | Tol D44 514 2004

REFERENCE &3O 400024025
CHATE OF IS50E: 27 Movember 2025

The Heod of Deportment Westem Cope Govemment
Deportmeni of Infrosinucthue

Transport Infrosiruchure Broch

Chi=f Directorgte Rood Progromme Manogemendt

? Dorp Streat

Caopa Town

BOOD

Dear Madiorm,

COMMENT OM DRAFT BASIC ASSEZSMENT REPORT FOR THE PROFPOSED REMOVAL AND
REFLACEMENT OF THE EXI3TING ROAD AND CULVERT INFRASTEUCTURE LOCATED ALONG
DIVISION ROAD 1791 AT KM 1.5%, STOFFAD ROAD, CROSIING FARM NO. 501 AND FARM
MO, 304 ON POETION 22 WNTEDEIFT, BMOU LOCAL MUNICIFALITY, GARDENM ROUTE
CHETRICT MUNICIFALITY

1. The craft bosic amessment report [Ref: CT8/BARMDV25 dated Oclober 2025) ("DEAR™) compiled by
your appointed Bvironmeniol Assesment Procfifiones [“EAP”|, Betry Dibcham [EAPASA Moo
0201480 ond assshed by Condidale EAP, Jesica Gossman, [EAPASA Mo: 2022/5154) of Sharples
Erwironmental Servioes [Py Lid, ond recefved by this Deportment on 03 MNovwember 2025, refers.

2 This Directorgte: Devslopment Monogement [Region 3] [“this Direchorate™) hos reviewsd the DEAR
and prosides the: following comment:

21 Proposal
It i= vndershood that fre axisting couvsswory, which is looohed ot dlometre moker 1.59 adong
CRITR1, with approxinas storfing coondinates of 3400'0L573 ZP1P T PE, needs fo be
repaired due to domoge coused by previoas flood svends The sdisfng couvssway is
opprosdmaiely 20m long = &.0m wide and compriz=s thres S00mm diameter precost concrede
pipes that are permanendy submenged.
To effectively repair the domoged couseway, it & proposed o demolish the esxdsfing sruchune
ond construct a new in Sty reinforced concrete coussway with three cels, soch meomring
opprodmaiely 4 mowide = 1.5m high, providing o reduced rood widlh over the wolercrossing of
40m wide bebwesn guide blocks. The rood opprooches on bofh sdes wil dso be mised by
opproiimaiely 1.4 m over lengths of abowt 100m to fie into the: new cousewoy decic height. The
ey irdet and outlet words will incude wing walk and on opron dab, with soson protecfion os
recpuired.

Pageicid
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Depreimant of Brdisnmacial & el and O vslegman Sarning
Draciona ba: Davaloprani Managemanl [Begion )

Gaoige Regonal Offce: 48 Fiood, York Port Suldieg, 93 York Skesl, Cecige, 4529




17 Appicable Eded octivities

The opplcation for envionmental authorsation was received by this Deparfment on
2¢ Ocioioer 025, the proposed wors for the repiocement of the eskSing rood and cubert
Iréretructure lscafed along Dhvision Road [“DR) 1791 EM 159, Stodrad Romd wil renin within
tha registered rood resene. In order to maimain foffic during the constuction phase, I i
proposed 1o consuct 0 bypas rood of opprodmately £m wide x 1.5 m high. The byp-ss rood
wil b ulsed for the duration of the corsmuction phase, will be Irstalled on e Sownsream o
Upshream side of the exkfing rood. depending on the Sme of corstruction.

In ight of the aoowe. plemse be reminded hat only thase activities appled for and ossessed o
part of the applcation tor envirormaensal authorsation will be corsidened during fhe deckkon-
TN OO

13 Abemaifres

It b undensood that only one afemaltes hos besn propcsed for e Doofon arad design of Tie
upgrode of the couseway Hual.

i & nodeed that the DEAR Sescribes the fwo alernatives for the leoation and design for e
respective Dypass roods [Le. efher upsiream o dowrsTeom from the cousewdy]. However,
e supporiing spasc lolisf ropaoe - Aguatic Blodbersthy Specialkt Asmecsment - e not separated
e cEsesmrnend ond firedings of the heo byipass rood abomotives. yet She spechalist recommends
e Implernertafion of fha vpsineam bypos, | prociicol. This meorther rust e clafied, and e
Agquafic Biodivesly Speckalst Asascmaent neport shoukd reflect swhy the upsineom Dypass iood
abemative & prefemed o recommended option

Tha DEAR ond specliob! repots are not cleor how the prefemed Dyposs rood will be
defermined [methodoogy] for implamentation. The & an aspect which should have boan
mezfivated In tha DEAR, pleose refer o Anreoore 1 of the B4 RBegulotions, 204, The gap in
infomafion may imply thot bofh bypos rovtes wil need 5o be physically iInvestigated betone
e construction ocfivBes will Do underfaken which may eod o the unnecossory
frarsfomaation of the ogudatic environmaent and les of ogquatic blodisersEy. Tha latter B confrory
o fhe recommaendation:. aovwkdonce of impoch ond miigofion mecsures proposed by tha
Frashwoter Aquotic Specialks. Fihe implemaniotion of either of the byposs rood oitemafives, i
wubject 10 specPic fociors, hese must b explained in the DEAR and tha EAF and speckalsds
st Include such focion o= condiional fo e opproval of e ooy B they are In support of
e octiwiby].

Hode: Acoordng to e Aquaic Blodilvanhy mpoct Assessmant Sone. the upsheam area B
alighly mone dishuiced oned encrooched by aben spoche: whaneos the dosnsineann oo
of the couseway ks mone robustly segetoied. Corstuction of the femporary byposs rood
will Involie cheoronce of Indiganows wegeiation within the wobtercouse and cssockoried
disturarce to tha maeronis. The fotal footprind of the proposed temporany deviotion
oo chownstrearn B opproedmasely 514045, whkch sl foll oursice th roaod) neseree. This
‘total dewelopmaent footpint of e upsiream dewiation rood will be 32771577 Including
Ther onea kecofed within the rood resende. Tha iolal foodpins of the proposed femponory
daviation rood downaream woukd appeodmoriely B 55171 The total developanan®
fooipdnt of the lemporory deviotion dowrsirearn will be opprosdmotaly 57857 md,
Inciuding e anea locofed within the rood resanae.

mmmnuummﬂmmw locoxtion abemiothee should b

bomrensd o8 thas | ol affesmeofive for T bypeoss rood. b thanefons Innpsofont thai
this Esue be oddresed i greaier defall to inform the decklon-maker on which single
incofion afemotive shoukd be considensd, o why both should be corskicenad.

FopelolS
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Furtbsmnone, the speciakt requires the full reboibiioton of the femiponory Dyp-oss dibturboed
anen, to precorstuchion condfon once e corstruction phase concludes. This B unceshoosd
o opply o bofh afemative bypass rood locations. even onby o smeoll sexchion of e orea &
dehisd. Tha EMPr miuss clearly oddnes this epect hoo

Agquafic Bioaivarsily Specialkl Acsestent

WHh regord fo the Aquofic Blodbenity Speciolst Asesment report (doted 2% Movenmiber 225,
F E nofed ot only one allematies loootion |Le., Afemotive A hae besn ossessed ored
compored 1o e Ho-Go Alemative. However, with regard 1o fhe propeosed bypass rood. e
unciershood That o byposs rood looahed atthar ups ream o ownsinean Nas Deen Conskoensl

Fleose refer to the secfion on ‘oifemgotives obove'. bowever, to refferole e Aguafic
Biodierzly Speciolst Azsessment has not seporahed the ossessment and findings of e fwo
brvpeoms rood offemafives, vef the specialkf ecommands the implemeniation of the vpsiream
byvposs. F proctcal The malier must be clarffied. ond the Aguotic Blodiversty Specialkt
Assgszrnant report shoukd refect why the upsitean byposs read offemafve B e prefemed o
recommended option.

Thas rntfhgation messunes secommended by fhae speckli? inchede infer aly nesincfing ocivie
to e smalest posdbie working comdorn, desigroting all ofher wollrcounses o Ro-Ro oeas
tocusing on sediment and emsion confrol, manoging stormwaser eftecthely and erauring tull
complonca with tha MoSonal Wober Act [Act 36 of 1998).

Corsldanng that the proposed mitigaSon meosures olim io avold and minimea the Impact on
e @quaiic ecosrsham, F B unclear whethar thase amp-ects have Dean specPied o condifional
‘o obrtaining the environmansal guihorsation. Futhaemnong, the DEAR and mone specficaly e
Environmantal  Monogement Progromimss [“BMPr] do nod cleordy specily  the  miBigation
rrgrcune:s of all tha specialbs repaors [specBcally the oquatic béocivensihy ceesorment] ored how'
this redahes to the confeant of mafhod stodemaents, that will need 1o b Impderenied D this
regand, the resTictions and mifigation mieasune which oe included e General Authorsation
In jemns of Secfion 37 of the Hablonol Wofer Ack 1778 (Act Hoo 38 of 1998] for woler uses o3
defined In Secfion Z1{c] or Section 21([), which pariain o the Implemaration non-operational
agects of the proposed activiies asockahed with the proposal, must be descrbed In tha DEAR
and incorponied In e EMP I noded that thass aspects have Baen inciuded in tha Aquatc
Blodbeani®y Specholst Assessrmant nepeorn.

I Is it chear whather the misigation measures proposed by infer alia the Freshwarer Aguafic
Spaciakt wil be femible fo the Holder [should the applzation bo oppmwed) and that such
mecsires wil be implemented. The procScobiity of the resticSons of the proposed work
[iInciuding the mitigason mesunes| must be dscuzmed with the corsuiSing enginears. Should It
be detemined that e eficiency of the consirucSon feam will be hindered by the resTctions
[efther Upsteom o downsreom). aftenative maefods for She proposed consruction woss
must b reported on ond ossessed In the BAR. It b mportant for the compatent authorty 1o
undertand whether these measues one condfional 1o the best procfcobie emvionmental
authorisation. This Indomation must be ncueded in e SAR.

Envronmental Management Frogromme:

Tha contents of fhe EMPr miust maet the requinsments sutined In Saction 2484 [2) and |3) of e
MEMA (5 amended] and Appends £ of the A Reguiations, 2014, The EMPr must addness the
pofentiol environmensal Impocts of the octhity throughout e project ife cycle, ncluding an
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asezment of the effeciveness of monBoing and monagement orongements affer
Impbsrrardortion joudiing).

[a) Ervronmantal Monforing vs Audiing
Tha Environmensal Condrol OSicer [FEODT) & responsible for forinigntty  envinonmenihal
meznitoring she inspections os well o the compikation of monthly ersironmendal monihoing
e, In Tk regond, a clear detinction must be made babseon the folowing:
@ ECD ond fhe erwionmenial oudior (peocse nole fhat the enviconmendol oudibor
coannsd ba tha EAF o fhe BOO: and
@ on enironmaenda monitoing repart (ho e compled by the 8000 and ensironmsendal
it report [1o ba compiled by the iIndependent amvironmianhal oucihor.

Furtharmong, your offention k drown 1o the auciting reouinemaenss with fegaond 1o ansironmeendal
authonsations and BMPr's under Reguiation 34 of e ElA Reguidtions. 2014 [os amended)|. In
this regard. tha EMPr mis! be omended to ersune compiance with e requinements. Thae
confents of fhe emvionmental oudE meporf mast comply with Appendis 7 of the B
Reguiaions

[t Incommonation of measures specified in the Goenenol Authorsation

It Is noded fhat thle Ganaral Authorsation |(“GAT) bBswed In herms of Section 37 of Sha Mofional
Waler Act 1998 (Act Mo. 38 of T798] for the worler et o2 dafined In Sechion 21ic) or Secton
211, shal opply 1o e propeesd developmaent. Thene one several croas-cutting lssses in sold
Gl owhich ore retevant 1o the non-operational epects of the ocfivly that hoes been oppled for.
ntegroied  Environmental Manogemend good procfse dichotes thot these mspects be
Incorporoiesd i the EMPr. Tha EAP & equined fo demonsirote thot thase aspects have bean
I ceporoied in e ERPr thort mrast b sulbmiBhed fogarttaer with the BAR.

3 Svbmbshon of Basic Azsesoment Report

Thea BAR must conhain all the infemiation outined In Appendis 1 of the B4 RPegulations, 2014, and
st also Inciuce and oddness any infomiation requested In any previous Comespondance in
reapiect of this matier.

Piease be eminded thal in occordance with Reguiation 19 of the BA Pegulations, 2014, the
Dapsartmsant haraly slipulctes fat e 2AR [which has bean subecied 1o public paricipation) mwt
be submBled jo the Deporiment for deckion within H dogs from the dode of recelpt of the
application by the Department. However. | significant changes have been mode oF sgnificant new
rformation has boen added o tha BAR, the applcand/EAF must nofify e Dep-ortmeant that an
oddtional 50 dows [La. 140 days tom receipt of the application) would be regquired for the
submbskon of fhe BAR The oddiional 50 coys st Inchede o minirmom 30-day commenting perkoad
o ollow registered IRAFS fo commant on the revised reportfoddiional infemnation

F tha BAR B nof submiltfed within #0 dows o 140 doys, whore an axfension B opplcobile, tha
application will lopse In fems of Pegulation 45 of the EIA Regulotions. 204 and your Se will b
closed. Should you wkh to pursue the opplcation ogain, g new opplcofiion process woukd hove o
b InFiheed. & nasy Application Form woulkd haee 82 be sulbmifthed.

HOTE Furthemore. In occorndance with Environmental impoct Assessrmaent best-proctice. wou
are kindly requesied 1o noShy ol regishensd iInterested ond Athected Parties inciuding he outhorties
deniifed In the Puilic Paficipation Plon of e submibsion of fhie FEAR and 1o meake e documiand
awaliabie to tham. Thi will provide such parfles on opporfunity to redow e documand and o
ek rues wene ocddnessed

Pogm Aot E
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4. PFleass nobe that B & on offence In temrs of Section 454 of the Nattoral Environmarrhal Monagemant
Act, 1998 |Act o 10T of 1998 [“HEMAT] fora parson to commence with o BSed ocfivity unlass thae
comp=ahant ottty has granted on emvincnmenhal outhoriation for the urdenokdng of fie ochivey,
A parson coricied of an offanoe inferms of thae above & kabke 1o 0 ine not esceeding R10 milkon
or 1o imprizonmans for a pesiod not esceeding 10 yeors, or ho bofh such fine ond Imprisonmand.

5 A Kndly quote the cbove-mentioned reference number In ony futuse comespondance In respect of
thia matier.

& The Department reserves the dghs fo revise intfial commernts and regues? further Infomation based
on tha infomafiion mecaked

Wi falsrhully
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RE: REMINDER: AVAILABILITY OF THE 30-DAY PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PERIOD OF THE DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT REPORTS PROPOS...

I [ty | & moysn |  romnt | -
o Jessical@sescc.net Mon 2025/12/01 12:45

@ Follow up. Completed on Wednesday, 17 December 2025,
You replied to this message on 2025/12/02 08:25.

-
Good day
Please can you provide me with HWC reference number for me to provide you with a comment.
If there was no NID trigger, please not that HWC cannot comment on matters that de not form part of our mandate.
Please include your HWC reference number in future correspodence to assist in responding to your query promptly.
Kindly note: Due to volume of queries | receive | may not be able to respond to you immediately, if you have not received a reply from within ten working days, please resend your query
v

== Q Search I. - 'rb @ &' Q ES 6 I-| @ [w ] = R 2026{(?::3;‘2135




GRDM Letter of Comments; Proposed Removal_Replacement_Existing Rd_Culvert_Div Rd 1791 KM 1.59, Stofpad Rd_Crossing Farm 501_Farm 306_Portion ...
|. €3 Reply ‘ &5 Reply Al ‘ —> Forward | {

Men 2025/12/01 16:24

(i) You replied to this message on 2025/12/05 11:49.
Click here to download pictures. To help protect your privacy, Outlook prevented automatic download of some pictures in this message.

1_GRDM Letter of Comments.pdf
we ] 233KB

»

Jear Ms. Gossman,

RE: NOTIFICATION OF THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE 30-DAY PUBLIC PARTICIPATION COMMENTING PERIOD OF THE PROPOSED REMOVAL AND REPLACEMENT OF THE EXISTING ROAD
AND CULVERT INFRASTRUCTURE LOCATED ALONG DIVISION ROAD (DR) 1791 KM 1.59, STOFPAD ROAD, CROSSING FARM 501 AND FARM 306 ON PORTION 22 WITTEDRIFT, BITOU LOCAL
MUNICIPALITY, GARDEN ROUTE DISTRICT MUNICIPALITY (DEADP REF NO: 16/3/3/6/7/1/D1/14/0099/25).

Attached, please receive the Letter of Comments from the Garden Route District Municipality for the above proposed activity.
Thank you for the opportunity to comment.
{ind regards

|z| Right-click or tap and hold here to download pictures. To help protect your privacy, Outlook
prevented automatic download of this picture from the Internst, Head: Environmental N10nagemeni v

Garden Route District Municipality Loao
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OFFICE OF THE MUNICIFAL MANAGER

Riharsnce: B2 4R
Dot 01 Drpcombaer 2025

Afttention: ks Jessica Gossman

Shanples Environmental Services cc [SE3)
P.O. Box 443

Mineron

7435

Diear Modam,

EE: NOTIFICATION OF THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE 20-DAY FUBLIC FARTICIFATION
COMMENTING PERICD OF THE PROFOSED REMOVAL AND REFLACEMENT OF THE
EXISTMING ROAD AND CULVERT INFRASTRUCTURE LOCATED ALONG DIVISION ROAD
[DR) 1791 KM 1.5, STOFPAD ROAD, CROSSING FARM 501 AND FARM 30& ON PORTION
22 WITTEDEIFT, BITOU LOC AL MUNICIPALITY, GARDEM ROUTE DISTRICT BMAUNICIFALITY
[DEADP REF HO: 18/3/3/8,/7 /1,01 /14009925

The Garden Route Dikict Municipality (GRDM) acknowledge receipt of the Baosic
Asseszment Report [BAR| report prepored by Sharples Environmenial Services cc [2E3)
on behalf of the Western Cope Government Deparmeant of Infroshucture, dated 25
October 2025. We would like fo thank you for providing the Municipalty with the
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opportunity o comment on this oppicafion. Afler coreful considerafion of the: report,

we wish to provide the folowing comments and recommendations on the proposed
acfiifies

1. Flanning and Stroteglc Conbext

The Gorden Roube Difict Municipofity requines sxpicit confimafion that the new
cousewary hos besn dedgned for ot leost the 1:100 yeor svent, with alowonce for
climote change, and that this wos checked ogainst recent fiood behaviour in the
cafchment.

2. Wolercourse, Hydiology and NWA Aspects

The= GREOM support the use of GA [21[c] & i) in principle, but recommend that:

o Acopyof fe DWE GA registration or confirmation letter to be provided
prior to consinuction;

a A sitespecific Method Stotement for worddng in the wotercourss,
including cofferdam/dhvemion loyowt, turbidity confrol, pump inhoices,
and dewatering procedure, be developed;

Mo sockples, refusling. batching or lopdown arsas fo be ploced within 32 m
of the fop of bank, urless fully bunded and owthorsed in the BAPr;
Guantitative sroton control detoil be provided: type, mdent and lfespan of
apron sobs, =nergy disspoters, boffes, ond bank protechion, to ovoid
dowTstream scour.

3. Blodiversity, CBA and Ripadan Kablhat

EBecouse the project i inside o CBA and aguafic pricdty area, the
rruniici pality recommend: o dear no-net-lcs: approoch to Apanan habitat:

= Al oreos dishurbed by the femponary desiation roods ond working
platforms must be Bully rehabiifated with indigenous riparian species
ofter rmrmcval;

a A site-specific rehabilibation plan must lbe athached o the: BMPr, with
plant Et, spocing,. sowce of plant motediol, ond o 2-2 year wotering
and affercores regime:

The= project presents o good opporiunity for dien dearing adong of least 100
m upstream and dowrstream of the crostng oz part of the rehakbiftation
pockoge. This showld be formalised os o commitment, nof just an opporbunity,
wiifh peformaonce indicator.

Monitaing:

= EOO fo confim pre-corstruciion demarcofion and relocation of any
salvogeable indigenous vegedotion os recommended by e
spe=ciclist.

Post-corstrucfion monitoring ot minimum &-mionihly inbervals for 3 pears is
recommended [not just “wnlil fully rehobifoled occoeding fo ECO7), wih
comrectve measures whens vwegetation foik fo establish or snosion persiss.

4. Irwasive Allen Speches Maonagement
The BAR ocknowl=dges aien frees [Aoooio meams]. but
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= Mo long-ferm alien dearing plon s included;
s No folow-up affer construction is specified.

Im Pver sysiems, § you clear aliers only where your buid), they regrow more oggressivety.
The GROM therefore rmcommend a 3-year alien clearing and follow-up plan for of
l=ast 100 m upstreamydowmnstream.

. Altemaottves and Loyout Concems

@ The GRDM recommend fhot o dear preference [srsionmentally) be mode
betwemen the wpsiream and downstreom deviotion, bosed on:
o Bdent of iparon clearonce;
= Prosdmity to sendiee feotumes;
a  Consiruchabiity and sk of sediment neease;
a  Intemction with existing land vees.

* Paoe confin commitment that only one deviafion wil be constructed
|giready stoted)|, and that the obher dignment moy not be developed
opporiunisticaly lofer.

#*  Plaoze confm whether o norower temponary roodwary widbh was
considered, as suggested by the aguofic specialist, to further reduce
footpent.

4. Construction Monagemant and EMPr:

#  The GEDA recommend thot ol specialst recommendations in decfion | f
specialst table be mode l=galy binding condifons in the BUPr and in the
Environmental Authorisofion.

#* Anindependent B0O & recommended withc

a Mandate to stop works in case of romr-complionces;

o Weeldy she inspeciions during in-shream works ond monthly inspections
ofharwice;

= Monithhy complionce reports submitted bo DEADP, DWS (if reguired)
ond Bitou Municipality.

= Method shaotemends & rmcommended for ot leash:

'Wordng in the waotercourse and manoging divessions;

Concrete worls near waler |mixing, washout and cuing|;

Fued, cil ond hozordous subshonce shoroge and spill responss;

Topsod siripping. shoroge: cind reuse;

Alimn vegetofion clearing ond disposal;

Rehabiftation and planting;

Al contraciors fo receive environmental induction troining, with

attendonos regishers kept on fle_

O 0 0 0 0 0 0

7. Climate Changs and Flocd Resllence
@  The GRDM recommend suibmizsion of a short design nobe from the enginesr
confirming:
a  Dhesign fiood event|s| used [=.g. 1550, 1-100);
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a  Climoie factor or alowonce wvsed for fubure hydrological change:
a Fresboard assumptions and bockeoler conditions.
*  Plagze confirm fhat the coussway will mot create upstream impourdmernt o
exacerbate flooding on adjooent privabe land under design evenis.
*  Please confimm thot stormesoter roodside doins wil mot dischonge uncontrol=d
high-velocity flows direcily into the wolercouse, bud wil be sobileed and
enengy-dissipated, as areody recommended in the BAR.

A, Sediment Conirel
The: BAR soys turbidity and sediment must be controlled, but there i noc
» it curbain design:
s Cofferdam loyout:
*  Pump-intalos screening;
#  Plan for handling wet concrefe woshe.
These are orifical in a riverine environment.

¥. Hertage or Archosolegical Screening
The BAR sts NHHRA. s requining commend but:

* Mo paloso or hertoge fisld assessment summarny is shown;
Conmemwny replocements often reveal hishoic  shochess  [donework,  pipes,
fowndaotions). Since corstruciion wil expose iverbanks and subsinate, heftoge finds
ar= possible. The GROM themfore rroommend:

s A short HWE comment or l=tier of no objection

*  (Chonce Finds Procedure incheded in BViPL

10 Emergency Food Kisk During Construction
Termporory works inside o watercourss pressnt huge flood ride. Pleose sloborobe on
tihe following:
s What happers if a flood hits duing construcfion®
= Wil the deviofion rood wosh oway?
#  Coukd constrocTion moberiol enber fhe feer
#  Where iz the flood svocuation plan?
The GRDM recommend o Food Confingency Plon with:
»  Trigger rainfall thresholds;
s Evocualion procedures;
*  Necsures to secure plont and materials.

1. Concluding Remarks and Summary of Becommendofions

From @ murnicipal amvronmental maonogement perspective, the proposed remowval
and replocement of the exifing DRITF] cousewory. with associated termporary
deviafion reod and bank protection, & supported in principle, given ifs role inresoing
safe olweother ooces, repaiing flood domoge and improsing  hydrouiic
perfomance. However, the ocfity & stuoted within o s=nsifive wotercouse and
Crifical Bodiversty area, aond imobves temporary disturbance of rporian habiot.
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The= rrumicipaiity thensfore: rmcommends that Ervironmesnial Authorisation, F grorhed,
be subject fo the conditions and enhancements cutiined in the commenk above,
particularty with respect fo: (i| egiseation and complonce with the WA Geneml
Awthorization for Secfion 21[c| and [ij) uses; [i] shict control of wodes and diversions
within the wotercourse; fii} sirengthensd rehabiitation, alien clearng and monforing
obligafions; {v] =sxplict confrmotion of food design crifeio and dimofe-resfient
infrasinuchure degign; and [v) HWC confirmation and o Chance: fnds Procedurne for
fiverbani excovation.

The comments provided gims to complement the specidist inpuds by ensuring
procticol occountability, policy oignment, ond fonsporent decision-maoltng.

We appreciole the efforts mode by Shorples Erdronmental S=rvices oo and the
oppicant to ensure responsible ond legoly complont developrment octivities.

The Garden Route Dishict Muricipality reserves the righit fo provide comments or fo
arre=nd inifial commertis.

MUNICIFAL MANAGER
GARDEN ROUTE DISTRICT MUNICIPALITY
DATE: 01 December 2025




Fw: REMINDER: AVAILABILITY OF THE 30-DAY PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PERIOD OF THE DRAFT ENVIRON...
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@You replied to this message on 2025/12/05 11:49,
If there are problems with how this message is displayed, click here to view it in a web browser,
Click here to download pictures, To help protect your privacy, Qutlook prevented automatic download of some pictures in this message.

DOC.pdf y
wr | 45KB
Good day

Herewith attached please find the this office comments on subject matter.

Best regards
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REFEREMWCE: 4/10i2WedG/FARM 501, BITOU
Dale: 27 Movember 2025

SES Environmantal Servicas
P.0. Box 3087

George

G530

Geod day

RE: BASIC ASSESSMENT REPORT FOR PROPOSED REMOVAL AND REPLACEMENT OF
THE EXISTING ROAD AND CULVERT INFRASTRUCTURE LOCATED ALONG DIVISION ROWMD
(DR) 1791 KM 1.58, STOFPAD ROAD, CROSSING FARM S501AND FARM 306 ON PORTION 22
WITTEDRIFT, BITOU LOCAL MUNICIPALITY, GARDEN ROUTE INSTRICT MUNICIPALITY.

The Bresde-Olifants Calchment Management Agency (BOCMA) has assessed fhe above-
referancad submission and provides (he following commients which must ba duly considersd and
adressed:

1. The proposed project iggers waler uzes in terme of Section 21(c) and 21{l) of the katonal
Water Act, 1998 (Act Mo, 38 of 1928) (NWA)
s Saclion 21{c): Impeding or diverting the flow of waler in 8 waleroounse.
s Seclion 21(ik Alering the bed, banks, courss, or characterislics of a wabercoursa.
This i because certain activities asdocialed wilh the propact will occur within the regulaled area
of & walercourse

2. Awater use aulhori sation must be ablained before any such waler use ackivwlias commenca, as
required by Seclion 22 of the BWA read with Sectian 21.

www bgoma.co.za




RE: BASIC ASSESSMENT REPORT FOR PROPOSED REMOVAL AND REFLACEMENT OF
THE EXISTING ROAD AND CULVERT INFRASTRUCTURE LOCATED ALDMNG DIVISION ROAD
(DR) 1781 KM 1.59, STOFPAD ROAD, CROSSING FARM S0MAND FARM 305 ON PORTION 22
WITTEDRIFT, BITOU LOCAL MUNICIPALITY, GARDEN ROUTE DISTRICT MUNICIFALITY.

3 These office may be condacied for any gquedes and guidance relabed o the waler use
aulfoizalion process and mjuireman .

4, Ploposo nobd thal commoncing with ony Sootion 27 wolor yeo withewd the raquired auibarication
conslilutes an offencs in terms of Section 151(1)(a) of the NWA. Non-compliance may result in
A criminal case baing opened with the South African Police Sanvios.

5. These commenks ane ane given in fhe interest of responsile waler resournce management, and
the raspensibiity bo comply with all applicabda provisions of the NWA rests with the property
cwnar of parsen in sanlrel of the land.

§. BOCMA reserves the right to amend or supplemant these comments and to requast any
addilional informalion deemad necassary.
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To jessica@sescc.net; michael Wed 2025/12/03 15:44
(i) You replied to this message on 2025/12/05 11:47,

EIA-W(C-GR-0032-2025-26,pdf
o
e | 386 KB

Dear Jessica- Hope this email finds you well. Attached kindly find comments. Kindly confirm receipt- kindly also include my email

Mhen corrosponding. Kind regards
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sarch L - ﬁ @ & Q [’ 6 j @ &= G El 2(126,.'(?::3;:23E




TEA W R -D000- D020

forestry, fisheries
& the environment
Depanmot

Formsiry, Fishares ard 1he Ensisammsant
REPLUBLIC QF SOUTH AFRICA

RE: COMMERT ON DRAFT BASIC ASSESSMENT REPORT (BAR) FOR DIVESION ROAD (DR} 479 KN 1.5,
STOFPAD ROAD, CROSSING FARM SMHMAND FARM 3D& ON POATION 2@ WITTEDRIFT, BITOU LOCAL
MUNICIPALITY, GARDEN ROUTE ESTRICT

DATE: 1 December HI25
Eharples Ervironmenial
HAartion: bes. Gossman
Emai: jrssica@sesco.net
Cell! Ted: 027554 5195

Dear Sl Madam
| refer o your e-mai nofificafion of 18 Movember 2025 with oulsknding documents.

Flesse receive comments: from te Brsnchc Foresty Mansgement, Direclorste: Forest Respurce Prolection in
ihe Department of Forestry, Fishe nes and the Envimnment {DFFE) on fhe sbove-mentioned proposed Draft
BAR. Sile inzpection was conducted 21 November 2025,

The ma.m:hbenfltF Enru:h in the Department of Fulums:ndﬂtfnvwrln:ﬂt

mn]iurul:hm:tn:hn resEries -u‘l Emh:ctd

1.The appicant must axsess and quantify the anbcipaied impact: on the indigenous forests. The Nafonal
Foresiy Ack of 1953 (as amended] provides the: stromgest and mo=t comprehensive legilafion and mandsds for
the probechion of sll nakurel forests in Scuth Africa. The principles of the Adt in Sechion 3 shie ceady that

* _naursl forests may nol be destroyed save i exceplionsl crcumstances wher in the opinios of the Minisher,
= proposed new land use is prefersile in feems of d= economic, socal or environmental berneiis".

2. Seclion 7 of the Nafonal Forest Act [NFR], actine B4 of 1995 as smended prowides fior Be peohibiion of the:
desbuciion of indigenous trees i any nistural fomst without & leense. Linder section 62 (1) of the NFA any
per=on who contravenes the prohibibion of cernin acts in relabion o beees in nabural forests Aefered do in Sechon
7|1} i guilly of a zecond calegory offience. & person who & quilty of & second caegory offence may be
zseniznced on a firsl comviclion for that offence o a fine or imprizonment for 8 period of up o tvo years, or bo o
& fine and 2uch imprizonment. Szction 15 of fe NFA, peohibils the destuction of profe ded trees withoul
ficen==- *Mo peron may cut, dsmage, destroy or remove any profecied bee; or colect, remove, fesrmpond,
export, purchase, sell donals or in sny chher manner scquire or dispose of any pobeded bee. . "Snyone
conbavening bhis prohibibion, & guilty of a first calegory offence, and can be senbenced b up o 3 year

mprizonment, or = fine, or boi.
\: ;:.- nih
peeopi it

F pEtSon ImormeRn by Tt Deparmen] o Foresiny. FEFErkS Snd e STVOnTEnt 1T 0ne Bataly 87 not S10Eahe 1
mmrmthmMﬁmdmmmummnm:umﬁ

Aand) o mient lagsston peoviding Bppemoria neourty safeouseds dor e processing of parmonsl infaeiation of
1




FIA-WC-OR A0 22426

3. Seclion 7 of the Al pronidds the culing, disturbance, desiuccn or removal of ng or dead
hnnbdiﬂehmﬁ&&mﬁﬂmsamﬂcpd\&m = ::g&d
under fre At some of which are also forest species.

4. Quting or dishubing an indigenous tree in & nalural fore=t without & valid Forest Act Licence is & criminel
offence and & bansgression of the Nabonal Fonests Act, 1996 (Ack No. 84 of 1996) and cames afine or
meesonment ce both.

5. Indigencus trees wih acive bid nests or other signficant biodiversdy festures may not be desboyed wihodt =
valid Faura Permit from $e provincal consenabon authosly, fre Western Cape Degeriment of 4
Emvronmental Affsirs, Rurel Development and Land Reforn (“DAZRL), # these would be afiecled.

6.4 g i fre informati pded: The Wiestem Cape Government undesiook a flcod damage repeir
Mﬂne,dd\d!hpqedh«mpﬁd The severe flood event n November 2021, caused widespread
damage i rced and dmirege infrasiuciur in fre Garden Rouie region. The exising cousewsy, azpromimelely
20 miong x 61mubupwwiﬂ:zv;2:dardhu:hnd damege i i unveirdforced
concrels dack =leb. it i= proposed o consiruct & new i siu remiorced
wv*mﬂyﬁheewbnmmnﬁblmﬁetﬁmhgﬂmﬂndmmdmﬁ
between gude blocks. The med azproaches on both sides wil be reised by spprcaimately 1.4 m over lenghs of
£100 m ko B o fre new causewsy deck height. Associsted wosks wil indude new inlef and outel stuchres
ﬂs.!gw* mw# Nmpﬂhﬂbﬂuw I= order b manisin beffic fow durng

izfon 1000 will be installed on the downstweam o upsiresm side of the exaling
md,deperdi\goﬂliecmdﬁsékh\ed N Thet Y rcad wil be
Mhu&,ﬁewﬁgmden&aMhmmwk

road. The & devisbon road alignment will require dearance of indigenous

vegﬂmmdmkdhnhﬂm ﬂ!hﬂdwﬁymuﬂedhwmm

being approimetely 521.71 m'2, and e iofal consiruchion sres susmau:d
e rcad msenve The disurbed consisfing mainky of i Wisifle Bugwesd,
mmu*ﬁ.ﬁ-;mulmMuAaTuz BosTa&u,Sa; Eietou and

Cocaz-Sery scaliered nbetween- 8 single standing Milioacod iree falls wihin the nothrwesten quadrant of the
proposed consfrucion sres.

aswelias

i F jecion to shove ided bhat:
o et ST st
be GPS'd indicaled 2= nc-go areas in proposed
2 mebhmiriydh* Faatymds!daqnﬂd

Embumdmm

3. Foresiyrequest seeding rescuing of profecied! i
spacies be conducied prcr o any consbucion (=TT Aicuuz
should be obteined proe b this aciiuly). Foresty request that rescued

Bas pere g pecrse frst
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mpuhﬁd seedliings be plarizd on above propery for
4. Forestry request that = r:hdﬂ:im#beinr up oy o qualifed,

fenowdzogesite and sxpetsnesd
5. Foresiry requesi that & profesrsional, quaiified and nowfedgeable:
Mhumﬂlﬁﬁhdﬁn&ﬂuﬁ.&hﬂhﬁh
obisined o thiz
6. Sedion 15 ofthe Mafional Bt (PR (At e, BY of 1998) =s
amended prohibits e qulting, dishurting, damaging or destoying of
profeched tee species wihout o iosnce. Sedion 7 of fue Nafional Foeest At
{NF&), mck no B of 1958 m= smended provides for fre prokbidion of e
desiuciion of irdigenous tress in amy nstursl forest wihout » oemse.
. Kindy nole thet this leBeris not & WF& foznce
[ SedwﬁathdudFuetMﬂF&j[MNnﬂddﬂjumnbdpdﬂhnh
i=hrbing, damaging or d iecied fee speces without a licence. Seclion 7 of fhe Nationsl
FuetM(PFA)admNuﬂmnmntdmﬂahhpuﬁﬂnmfhmd
indigenous trees in any narl forest without & fcenze.

Nobe: The Degeriment resemes e sight io mvise the nitil comment based on ey sdditionsl information et
iy e recEved

DEFRETIENT OF FOREETRN, FEHEARES

3 EETTITT N
03122025
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RE: DEADP REF NO:16/3/3/1/D1/14/0026/25 NOTIFICATION OF THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE 20-DAY PUBLIC CONSULTATION COMMENTING PERIOD FOR THE PROPOSED
REMOVAL AND REPLACEMENT OF THE EXISTING ROAD AND CULVERT INFRASTRUCTURE LOCATED ALONG DIVISION ROAD (DR) 1791 ...

€~ Reply &\ Replyall ~* Forward

Tue 20 Jan 2026 11:30

RES01_Linear Infrastructure_...
214 KB

= W

Dear Jessica,
| trust you are well.

Thank you for following up on our comments for this application. My apology again for missing this application initially. We received a high volume of applications toward year end, with several due on the same
day.

Please note that we do not object to the proposed project, and our comments are attached.
Kindly let me know if there may be any other outstanding comments from CapeNature.
Have a good day.

Kind regards,

== Q search .L .- % G ﬁ Q E‘ ﬁ j @ @E &= 2026;0111,33




CONSERVATIOM INTELLIGENCE:

6 CUpENHILJr{z LANDSCAPE EAST

Sharples Ervironmengl Services o,
PO B 443,

Milnertoen,

T435

Artenton: Ms [esica Gossman

By email jesgi

Diear M Jessica Gossman

THE DRAFT BASIC ASSESSMENT REFORT FOR THE PROPOSED REMOVAL
AMD REFLACEMENT ©OF THE EXISTING ROAD AND CULYERT
INFRASTRUCTURE LOCATED ALONG DIVISIONAL ROAD (DR) 1791 -KM-1-

5% STOFPAD ROAD, WITTEDRIFT, BITOU LOCAL MUNICIFALITY,
WESTERMN CAFE.

DEA&DF Reference: 1&3/3/1/DI1 1 4M0026/25

Capehianure would like to dhank you for the opportuniiy to reviesy the abowe report. Flease note
dar our comments only permin o the biodiversity related impacts and not o the owerall
desirabilicy of the application. Capeiature wishes to make the following commeers:

According to the Yyestern Cape Biodiversity Spatial Flan (Capethomre, 2024)', the propossd
development is partilly located wihin aress mapped as Critical Biodiversity Areas (CBA | and
CBA 1 Terrestrial). The fine-scle vegetaton map ndictes that the affeceed ares comprises
Groot Brak River Roodphin. Piesang River Fynbos-Forest, and Sedgefield Coasal Grasslands
(¥lok et o, 2008)%. According o the 54 vepetfion mapd the vepedon is Garden Route Shale
Fyrbos which is Endangered (MEM:BA, 20221,

The development directy affecss a channelied valley booom wethnd (Lesrmansdrifc River) and
indirecdy affecrs the Bietou River Soodplzin wetdand, which i of natioral mporance. The Betou
Riwer forms part of 2 Strategic Water Source Area (SVWSA) within the Cuteniqua surface water
system. Capefature has reviewed the applicdon and has the following comments:




I. |Limit al construction actvities sricty to the approved constructon and deviaton road
fooprine. Clearly demarmte CBA areas and no-g0 Tones prior b CoMSrUCton.

1 Acdve rehabiicodon of all disturbed CBA areas afeer construction must be done. These
meazures inclede re-contouring distwrbed areas, sabisaton of soils and re-esablishment
of indipenous riparian or wetand vepeaton where feasible.

). The eradicaton of invasive alien vepemtion must be continuous and comply wich the
Maticnal Environmental Manapsment Biodiversiy Act (Act |0 of 2004 ) and its assocoed
Alien and Irvasive Species Regulations’, Corstruction eguipment should be cleaned prior
o site entry to prevent the introduction of alien propapules.

4. Resmicc works within the watercourse o the smallest pracicble working corridor.
Schedule in-stream works, where possible, during low-flow periods’ dry seasons. The
riparian and wedand areas must be rehablicited after consoructon.

5. The apolicant must ersure complance with the Matioral Yyater Aoz (Acc 36 of 173877
induding any ¥Water Use Authorization requirements.

& Alchough no 5CC were observed by the Specialist, prohibi night-dme consoruction whers
feasible o reduce diswrbance. Any fauna encountered during construction must be safely
relocated by a3 suiably qualified person

7. An Evironmensl Conool Officer (BCO) must be appointed for che duration of
COMSOTUCTOn.

B. The proposed development aligns with the objectines of the Climate Charge Act (Act 22
of 2024) *, partoubarly with respect to cimate adapadon and resilience. The upgrading of
the existing causeway addresses vulnerabilites oo increased fliood frequency and irtsnsicy,
which are projected under dimate dhange scerarios.

In conclusion, Capelhiure does not object m the proposed development, prowided dhac all

recommersded mitigation and rehabiioton messures, as outined in the spedalist soudies. are fully
implemented and adhered to for the duration of consoruction and rehabilicton.

Capehlature reserves the right to revise inftal comments and request further information based
on any additioral information chat may be recenved.




RE: DEADP REF NO:16/3/3/1/D1/14/0026/25 NOTIFICATION OF THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE 30-DAY PUBLIC CONSULTATION COMMENTING PERIOD FOR THE PROPOSED
REMOVAL AND REPLACEMENT OF THE EXISTING ROAD AND CULVERT INFRASTRUCTURE LOCATED ALONG DIVISION ROAD (DR) 1791 ...

To: You Tue 20 Jan 2026 11:33
Cc: Betsy Ditcham

Hi Jessica

With regards the status of your application received by our office, kindly note that the request are number 106 in the queue — see table below. We work on a first in first out basis. Our
office is committed to an estimated turnaround time of 90 days (2 months). In the event of unforeseen circumstances, complexity of applications received, number of site visits required
and engagements with relevant stakeholders this fime might be extended. We will try ocur utmost to provide a response within the 90 days.

App number Applicant Type of Applicaticn Farm No. District
106 Sharples Environmental Other Farm 501, Farm 306/22 and DR 1791 Knysna

with many thanks and kind regards

Department of Agriculture

Provincial Government of the Western Cape

Private Bag X1

ELSENBURG

7607

GPS koordinate Elsenburg kantoor: 33.84525% § 18.834722 E.

== Q Search .L. - ﬁ G & Q ﬁ 6 _t] @ @ g 2026},0112;25




COMMENTS AND RESPONSE TABLE:

FOR THE PROPOSED REMOVAL AND REPLACEMENT OF THE EXISTING ROAD AND CULVERT INFRASTRUCTURE LOCATED ALONG DIVISION ROAD 1791 AT KM 1.59, STOFPAD
ROAD, CROSSING FARM NO. 501 AND FARM NO. 306 ON PORTION 22 WITTEDRIFT, BITOU LOCAL MUNICIPALITY, GARDEN ROUTE DISTRICT MUNICIPALITY.

COMMENTS RECEIVED DURING THE (30 DAYS) PUBLIC PARTICIPATION FOR THE DRAFT BASIC ASSESSMENT REPORT DRAFT BASIC ASSESSMENT REPORT FOR THE PROPOSED

REMOVAL AND REPLACEMENT OF THE EXISTING ROAD AND CULVERT INFRASTRUCTURE LOCATED ALONG DIVISION ROAD 1791 AT KM 1.59, STOFPAD ROAD, CROSSING

FARM NO. 501 AND FARM NO. 306 ON PORTION 22 WITTEDRIFT, BITOU LOCAL MUNICIPALITY, GARDEN ROUTE DISTRICT MUNICIPALITY

Nr Comment Received Date and 1& AP Company / Email Response
format Representing
Received
National Transmission Company South | 04/11/2025 Z. Mdoda National Thank you for your comment and acknowledge that the National
Africa services are not affected by this | E-mailed Transmission Transmission Company South Africa services are not affected by
infrastructure. comments Company this infrastructure.
South Africa
How far is this proposed road from the | 05/11/2025 N. Abrahams | SANRAL -
N2, it's not very clear on the locality | E-mailed South African | Please see the attached KMZ of the area in relation to the N2.
plan. comments National
Road (Afttached Bitou Consolidated Layouts) — kmz.
Regards Agency
2.1 | see SANRAL will not be affected by 05/11./2025 N. Abrahams | SANRAL - Thank you for your confirmation.
your development. E-mailed South African
Comments National
Road
Agency
Good day Jessica and thank you for 05/”,/2025 A. Treurnich Private | &AP Thank you for your email and for sharing your input.
the opportunity to provide input on this | E-Mailed
Comments

long overdue project.

Please note that a temporary deviation road will be constructed
either on the downstream or upstream side, depending on site




COMMENTS AND RESPONSE TABLE:

FOR THE PROPOSED REMOVAL AND REPLACEMENT OF THE EXISTING ROAD AND CULVERT INFRASTRUCTURE LOCATED ALONG DIVISION ROAD 1791 AT KM 1.59, STOFPAD
ROAD, CROSSING FARM NO. 501 AND FARM NO. 306 ON PORTION 22 WITTEDRIFT, BITOU LOCAL MUNICIPALITY, GARDEN ROUTE DISTRICT MUNICIPALITY.

COMMENTS RECEIVED DURING THE (30 DAYS) PUBLIC PARTICIPATION FOR THE DRAFT BASIC ASSESSMENT REPORT DRAFT BASIC ASSESSMENT REPORT FOR THE PROPOSED
REMOVAL AND REPLACEMENT OF THE EXISTING ROAD AND CULVERT INFRASTRUCTURE LOCATED ALONG DIVISION ROAD 1791 AT KM 1.59, STOFPAD ROAD, CROSSING
FARM NO. 501 AND FARM NO. 306 ON PORTION 22 WITTEDRIFT, BITOU LOCAL MUNICIPALITY, GARDEN ROUTE DISTRICT MUNICIPALITY

Nr

Comment Received

Date and
format
Received

1&AP Company / Email Response
Representing

The road and causeway in question are
used daily by residents along the
Stofpad Road as well as learners of the
nearby Stofpad Primary School. The
road is in daily use by motorists, cyclists,
and pedestrians.

Hopefully, construction of the new
causeway will be done in such a way so
as not to close the road off totally
during constfruction, thereby preventing
users of the road of travelling freely
along the route? This is of concern to
me.

Otherwise, as | mentioned, the project is
long overdue, lefs get it done!

4.1

Awesome, thank you Jessica.

Please add my details to your I&AP list
and keep me informed?

conditions at the time of construction, to allow for continuous
traffic flow during the works. This will ensure that access along the
route is maintained throughout the construction period.

You have been added to our | & AP list for this project.




COMMENTS AND RESPONSE TABLE:

FOR THE PROPOSED REMOVAL AND REPLACEMENT OF THE EXISTING ROAD AND CULVERT INFRASTRUCTURE LOCATED ALONG DIVISION ROAD 1791 AT KM 1.59, STOFPAD
ROAD, CROSSING FARM NO. 501 AND FARM NO. 306 ON PORTION 22 WITTEDRIFT, BITOU LOCAL MUNICIPALITY, GARDEN ROUTE DISTRICT MUNICIPALITY.

COMMENTS RECEIVED DURING THE (30 DAYS) PUBLIC PARTICIPATION FOR THE DRAFT BASIC ASSESSMENT REPORT DRAFT BASIC ASSESSMENT REPORT FOR THE PROPOSED
REMOVAL AND REPLACEMENT OF THE EXISTING ROAD AND CULVERT INFRASTRUCTURE LOCATED ALONG DIVISION ROAD 1791 AT KM 1.59, STOFPAD ROAD, CROSSING

FARM NO. 501 AND FARM NO. 306 ON PORTION 22 WITTEDRIFT, BITOU LOCAL MUNICIPALITY, GARDEN ROUTE DISTRICT MUNICIPALITY

Nr Comment Received Date and 1& AP Company / Email Response
format Representing
Received
With reference to your request titled - 12/11/2025 Admin Garde Route | Thank you for distributing the documentation.
DEADP REF NO:16/3/3/1/D1/14/0026/25 | E-mailed District
NOTIFICATION OF THE COMMENCEMENT | Comments Municipality
OF THE 30-DAY PUBLIC CONSULTATION
COMMENTING PERIOD FOR THE
PROPOSED REMOVAL AND
REPLACEMENT OF THE EXISTING ROAD
AND CULVERT INFRASTRUCTURE
LOCATED ALONG DIVISION ROAD (DR)
1791 KM 1.59 dated 2025-11-03.
Your request was distributed.
File Reference 18/3/4/4
Record Reference 46698880
To follow-up this request please contact
us on 044 8031300.
1. The undated Draft Basic Assessment | 13/11/2025 DEADP: DEADP: Case | | acknowledge receipt of your letter regarding the Draft Basic
Report (‘DBAR') compiled on your | E-mailed Marlin  Henry | Officer Assessment Report (DBAR) submitted to the Department, and note
behalf by your appointed registered | comments & Danie the following:
Environmental Assessment Practitioner Swanepoel

(“"EAP"), Betsy Ditchem (EAPASA No:
2020/1480) and assisted by candidate
EAP  (EAPASA: No: 2022/6154) of
Sharples Environmental Services cc, as
received by the Deparfment on 03
November 2025, refers.

2. This letter serves as an
acknowledgment of receipt of the

The Department confirms receipt of the undated DBAR prepared
by the appointed Environmental Assessment Practitioner, Ms. Betsy
Ditchem (EAPASA No. 2020/1480), assisted by a candidate EAP
(EAPASA No. 2022/6154) of Sharples Environmental Services cc, on
03 November 2025.

We further acknowledge that the Department will review and
provide comments on the DBAR within the applicable timeframes




COMMENTS AND RESPONSE TABLE:

FOR THE PROPOSED REMOVAL AND REPLACEMENT OF THE EXISTING ROAD AND CULVERT INFRASTRUCTURE LOCATED ALONG DIVISION ROAD 1791 AT KM 1.59, STOFPAD
ROAD, CROSSING FARM NO. 501 AND FARM NO. 306 ON PORTION 22 WITTEDRIFT, BITOU LOCAL MUNICIPALITY, GARDEN ROUTE DISTRICT MUNICIPALITY.

COMMENTS RECEIVED DURING THE (30 DAYS) PUBLIC PARTICIPATION FOR THE DRAFT BASIC ASSESSMENT REPORT DRAFT BASIC ASSESSMENT REPORT FOR THE PROPOSED
REMOVAL AND REPLACEMENT OF THE EXISTING ROAD AND CULVERT INFRASTRUCTURE LOCATED ALONG DIVISION ROAD 1791 AT KM 1.59, STOFPAD ROAD, CROSSING

FARM NO. 501 AND FARM NO. 306 ON PORTION 22 WITTEDRIFT, BITOU LOCAL MUNICIPALITY, GARDEN ROUTE DISTRICT MUNICIPALITY

Nr

Comment Received

Date and
format
Received

1&AP Company / Email Response
Representing

aforementioned document by the
Department on 03 November 2025.

3. The Department will consider the
DBAR and provide comment on the
document in accordance with the
reckoning of days in terms of Regulation
3 of the Environmental Impact
Assessment  Regulations, 2014 (‘EIA
Regulations, 2014') (Government Notice
No. R. 982 of 4 December 2014, as
amended).

4, Please note that a listed activity may
not commence prior fo an
environmental  authorisation  being
granted by the Department. It is an
offence in terms of Section 49A of the
National Environmental Management
Act, 1998 (Act no. 107 of 1998) (‘NEMA’)
for a person to commence with a listed
activity unless the competent authority
has granted an environmental
authorisation for the undertaking of the
activity. A person convicted of an
offence in terms of the above is liable to
a fine not exceeding R10 million or to
imprisonment for a period not
exceeding 10 years, or to both such fine
and imprisonment.

as prescribed by Regulation 3 of the Environmental Impact
Assessment Regulations, 2014 (GN R. 982 of 4 December 2014, as
amended).

We note the reminder that no listed activity may commence
without an environmental authorisation issued by the competent
authority, and that contravention of Section 49A of NEMA (Act No.
107 of 1998) constitutes an offence subject to penalties as
stipulated.

The reference number provided will be quoted in all future
correspondence regarding this matter.

We also take note that the Department reserves the right o revise
or withdraw initial comments or request further information based
on any additional documentation received.

We thank the Department for the acknowledgement and will
await further comments in due course.
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5. Kindly quote the above-mentioned
reference  number in any future
correspondence in respect of this
matter.

6. This Department reserves the right to
revise or withdraw initial comments or
request further information from you
based on any information received.

7.1 | Hope this email finds you well. | kindly | 27/11/2025 Department | M. Koen Thank you for your email; | acknowledge that all correspondence
wanted to enquire when it would be | Emailed of Forestry, will be directed to you, Ms Koen.
possible to do a site inspection please? | comment Fisheries and
And may you kindly forward me the the ** Ms. Koen called to arrange a site inspection with the SEScc
documents please? Environment George office. Additionally, she requested that a flash drive

containing information about the proposed project be handed
over to her during the site inspection, Site inspection was
conducted on 21/11/25. **

7.2 | Thank you for document received as | 27/11/2025 Department M. Koen Thank you for your email; | acknowledge that all correspondence
well as site inspection conducted on | Emailed of Forestry, will be directed to you, Ms Koen.
21/11/25. This email serves to confirm | comment Fisheries and
documents received. Kindly note that the
the proposed development will be Environment

placed on list for site inspection; of
which written

comment will be forwarded. The
Departmental official who will be
handling this matter is M. Koen, and alll
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communication with regard to this
project\ activity should be directed to
her.

8.1. | 1. The draft basic assessment report | 27/11/2025 DEADP: Department The comments from the Directorate: Development Management
(Ref: CT6/BAR/10/25 dated October | Emailed Marlin - Henry | of (Region 3) are noted.
2025) (“DBAR"”) compiled by your | comment & Francois | Environmenta
appointed Environmental Assessment Naude | Affairs and | The proposal to demolish the existing causeway and construct a
Practitioner (“EAP"”), Betsy Ditcham Development | new in situ reinforced concrete causeway, including the raised
(EAPASA No: 2020/1480) and assisted by Planning — | road approaches, inlet and outlet works, and erosion protection, is
Candidate EAP, Jessica Gossman, Region 3 acknowledged. The design and construction will follow the

(EAPASA No: 2022/6154) of Sharples
Environmental Services (Pty) Ltd, and
received by this Department on 03
November 2025, refers.

2. This Directorate: Development
Management (Region 3) (“this
Directorate”) has reviewed the DBAR
and provides the following comment:
2.1

Proposal
It is understood that the existing
causeway, which is located at

kilometre marker 1.59 along DR1791,
with approximate starting coordinates
at 34°00'04.57"'S 23°19'27.98"E, needs to
be repaired due to damage caused by
previous flood events. The existing

specifications outlined, and all works will be undertaken in
compliance with environmental legislation and monitored by the
appointed Environmental Control Officer (ECO) for the full
duration of the project.
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causeway is approximately 20m long x
6.1m wide and comprises three 600mm
diameter precast concrete pipes that
are permanently submerged.

To effectively repair the damaged
causeway, it is proposed to demolish
the existing structure and construct a
new in situ reinforced concrete
causeway with three cells, each
measuring approximately 4 m wide x
1.5m high, providing a reduced road
width over the watercrossing of 4.0m
wide between guide blocks. The road
approaches on both sides will also be
raised by approximately 1.4 m over
lengths of about 100m to tie into the
new causeway deck height. The new
inlet and outlet works will include wing
walls and an apron slab, with erosion
protection as required.

8.2

2.2

Applicable listed activities

The application for environmental
authorisation was received by this
Department on 24 October 2025, the
proposed works for the replacement of
the existihg road and culvert
infrastructure located along Division

Engineers response: The temporary deviation road will extend
outside the road reserve by 3.5m maximum over a distance of
45m as indicated on dwg no. A99/132
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Road (“DR) 1791 KM 1.59, Stofpad Road
will remain within the registered road
reserve. In order to maintain traffic
during the construction phase, it is
proposed to construct a bypass road of
approximately 4m wide x 1.5 m high.
The bypass road will be utilised for the
duration of the construction phase, will
be installed on the downstream or
upstream side of the existing road,
depending on the time of construction.
In light of the above, please be
reminded that only those activities
applied for and assessed as part of the
application for environmental
authorisation will be considered during
the decision-making process.

8.3

2.3

Alternatives

It is understood that only one
alternative has been proposed for the
location and design of the upgrade of
the causeway itself.

It is noted that the DBAR describes the
two alternatives for the location and
design for the respective bypass roads
(i.e., either upstream or downstream
from the causeway). However, the

The Aquatic Specialist response: Only one location was supplied
for specialist assessment. The design was described but no
drawings or detailed designs were provided. However, the
proposed concept was deemed logical and therefore the
assessment of an alternative plan was not necessary (provided
the mitigation measures were incorporated).

The aquatic impact assessment freated the temporary bypass
road as an integrated component of the overall construction
phase because the key impacts (sedimentation, habitat
modification, and hydrodynamics) are basically the same
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supporting specialist report - Aquatic regardless of whether the crossing is situated upstream or

Biodiversity Specialist Assessment - has downstream of the main causeway footprint. The potential

not separated the assessment and difference in impact significance between the two opfions was

findings of the ftwo bypass road assessed as negligible, provided that all mitigation measures are

alternatives, yet the specialist implemented. Therefore, separately assessing the two scenarios

recommends the implementation of the would not change the final impact rating, which remains low post-

upstream bypass, if practical. This mitigation, and was deemed an unnecessary level of detail.

matter must be clarified, and the

Aquatic Biodiversity Specialist The recommendation to put the bypass on the upstream side is a

Assessment report should reflect why based on the upstream reach being slightly more disturbed.

the upstream bypass road alternative is Additionally, existing demolition footprint of the current culvert

preferred or recommended opftion. may provide some temporary trapping of initial construction
sediment washing in from the upstream bypass crossing. Therefore,
the preference for the upstream location is just a conservative
recommendation to be considered but not critical if it is not
practical for other reasons. Both the upstream and downstream
locations are deemed acceptable, provided that all other
prescribed mitigation measures related to erosion control,
sedimentation management, and final rehabilitation are fully
implemented by the confractor, which is the most important
factor determining the final impact significance.

8.4 The DBAR and specidalist reports are not The comment is noted. The DBAR identifies and assesses two

clear how the preferred bypass road
will be determined (methodology) for
implementation. This is an aspect which
should have been motivated in the
DBAR, please refer to Annexure 1 of the
EIA Regulations, 2014.

feasible and reasonable alternatives for the temporary bypass
road (upstream and downstream) in accordance with Annexure 1
of the EIA Regulations, 2014. Both alternatives were assessed
based on engineering feasibility, constructability, traffic
accommodation, environmental sensitivity, and the extent of
disturbance outside the road reserve, with the assessment
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8.5

The gap in information may imply that
both bypass routes will need to be
physically investigated before the
construction activities will be
undertaken which may lead to the
unnecessary transformation of the
aquatic  environment and loss of
aquatic  biodiversity. The latter s
confrary to the recommendations,
avoidance of impacts and mitigation
measures proposed by the Freshwater
Aquatic Specidalist. If the
implementation of either of the bypass
road alternatives, is subject to specific
factors, these must be explained in the
DBAR and the EAP and specialists must
include such factors as conditional to
the approval of the activity (if they are
in support of the activity).

Note: According to the Aquatic

indicating a comparable footprint and impact profile.

The DBAR further explains that the final bypass alignment will be
determined based on site-specific conditions at the time of
construction (page 4, 47 of the BAR and page 8, and page 37 of
the EMPr, including hydrological conditions, safety considerations,
and environmental risk, with the least environmentally damaging
option being implemented.

The Aquatic Specialist response: Both bypass areas were
physically assessed and there are no factors specific to either one.
The provided mitigation measures apply to either bypass location.
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Biodiversity Impact Assessment done,
the upstream area is slightly more
disturbed and encroached by alien
species, whereas the downstream side
of the causeway is more robustly
vegetated.  Construction  of  the
temporary bypass road will involve
clearance of indigenous vegetation
within the watercourse and associated
disturbance to the riverbanks. The fotal
footprint of the proposed temporary
deviation road downstream is
approximately 514.49m2, which will fall
outside the road reserve. The total
development footprint of the upstream
deviation road will be 3279.15m2,
including the area located within the
road reserve. The total footprint of the
proposed temporary deviation road
downstream would approximately be
561.71m2. The total development
footprint of the temporary deviation
downstream will be approximately
4996.57 m2, including the area located
within the road reserve.




COMMENTS AND RESPONSE TABLE:

FOR THE PROPOSED REMOVAL AND REPLACEMENT OF THE EXISTING ROAD AND CULVERT INFRASTRUCTURE LOCATED ALONG DIVISION ROAD 1791 AT KM 1.59, STOFPAD

ROAD, CROSSING FARM NO. 501 AND FARM NO. 306 ON PORTION 22 WITTEDRIFT, BITOU LOCAL MUNICIPALITY, GARDEN ROUTE DISTRICT MUNICIPALITY.

COMMENTS RECEIVED DURING THE (30 DAYS) PUBLIC PARTICIPATION FOR THE DRAFT BASIC ASSESSMENT REPORT DRAFT BASIC ASSESSMENT REPORT FOR THE PROPOSED
REMOVAL AND REPLACEMENT OF THE EXISTING ROAD AND CULVERT INFRASTRUCTURE LOCATED ALONG DIVISION ROAD 1791 AT KM 1.59, STOFPAD ROAD, CROSSING
FARM NO. 501 AND FARM NO. 306 ON PORTION 22 WITTEDRIFT, BITOU LOCAL MUNICIPALITY, GARDEN ROUTE DISTRICT MUNICIPALITY

Nr Comment Received Date and 1& AP Company / Email Response
format Representing
Received
8.6 Considering the above, it is apparent The Aquatic Specialist response: Yes, the aquatic report

that the upstream location alternative
should be considered as the preferred
alternative for the bypass road. It is
therefore important that this issue be
addressed in greater detail to inform
the decision-maker on which single
location alternative should be
considered, or why both should be
considered.

recommends that the upstream side be used for the bypass. So
that is preferred from the aquatic biodiversity perspective. That
information should then be used to inform the final plan. To fulfil
the recommendations of the report, the downstream side may
require more rescue and rehabilitation efforts but this is up to the
applicant to decide.

EAP comment: Both temporary bypass road alternatives have
been considered in the DBAR to ensure a robust, fransparent, and
defensible assessment in line with the EIA Regulations and the
mitigation hierarchy. The consideration of both options does not
imply that both will be constructed, but rather that sufficient
information is available to enable the selection of the most
appropriate and least environmentally damaging option prior to
construction.

The engineers will decide whether construction should take place
upstream or downstream closer to the actual construction date,
based on the conditions present at that time. Offering only one
bypass option could limit the project's flexibility and may lead to
unexpected delays or unsafe construction conditions if unforeseen
site limitations arise.

The BAR and EMPr require that only one bypass route be selected
prior to construction, that the approved route be demarcated as
the sole working area, and that the non-selected alternative be
designated as a no-go area. This approach avoids the need for
unnecessary exploratory clearing or physical investigation of both
options and ensures compliance with the Freshwater Aquatic
Specialist’s mitigations.
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8.7 Furthermore, the specialist requires the The Aquatic Specialist response: Yes, the entire disturbance
full rehabilitation of the temporary footprint must be rehabilitated. It does not matter which side of
bypass disturbed areq, to the road.
preconsfruction condition once the
consfruction phase concludes. This is EAP comment: Section H in the EMPr includes a Rehabilitation
understood to apply to both alternative Programme for the proposed project, as well as the rehabilitation
bypass road locations, even if only a phase within the EMPr tables. (See from page 68).
small section of the area is disturbed.
The EMPr must clearly address this
aspect too.

8.8 2.4 The Aquatic Specialist response: See provided comments above,
Aquatic Biodiversity Specialist both bypass areas were physically assessed, and there are no
Assessment factors specific to either one. The provided mitigation measures

With regard to the Aquatic Biodiversity
Specialist Assessment report (dated 29
November 2025), it is noted that only
one alternative location (i.e.
Alternative A) has been assessed and
compared to the No-Go Alternative.
However, with regard to the proposed
bypass road, it is understood that a
bypass road located either upstream or
downstream has been considered.

Please refer to the secfion on
‘alternqatives above'’; however, to
reiterate, the Aquatic Biodiversity
Specialist Assessment has not separated
the assessment and findings of the two

apply to either bypass location.
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bypass road alternatives, yet the
specialist recommends the
implementation of the upstream
bypass, if practical. This matter must be
clarified, and the Aquatic Biodiversity
Specialist  Assessment report  should
reflect why the upstream bypass road
alternative is  the preferred or
recommended option.

8.9

The mitigation measures recommended
by the specialist include inter alia
restricting activities to the smallest
possible working corridor, designating
all other watercourses as no-go areas,
focusing on sediment and erosion
confrol, managing stormwater
effectively and ensuring full compliance
with the National Water Act (Act 36 of
1998).

Considering that the proposed
mitigation measures aim to avoid and
minimise the impact on the aquatic
ecosystem, it is unclear whether these
aspects have been specified as
conditional to obtaining the
environmental authorisation.
Furthermore, the DBAR and more

The comment is noted. Found within the impact tables on pages
71 to 99, the DBAR includes mitigation measures aimed at
avoiding and minimising impacts on the aquatic ecosystem, as
informed by the Aquatic Biodiversity Specialist Assessment. These
measures include, inter alia, restricting activities to the smallest
possible working corridor, designating all other watercourses as
no-go areas (Outcome 1 of the EMPr, page 36), implementing
appropriate sediment and erosion control measures ((Outcome 1
of the EMPr page 43), managing stormwater effectively (EMPr
page 45, page 68), ensuring compliance with the National Water
Act, 1998 (Act No. 36 of 1998).

It is acknowledged that, while these mitigation measures have
been identified and described in the DBAR and detailed within
the Aquatic Biodiversity Specialist Assessment, their enforceability
as conditions of authorisation and their explicit linkage to method
statements will be included before construction and will be
managed and monitored by the ECO.
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specifically the Environmental The Final BAR and EMPr have incorporated all applicable aquatic
Management Programme (‘EMPr’) do mitigation measures as outlined in the impact tables within the
not clearly specify the mitigation EMPr. All mitigation measures recommended by the specialists are
measures of all the specialist reports included in the EMPr, and none are contested.
(specifically the aquatic biodiversity
assessment) and how this relates to the The conditions in the WUL, including those related to the General
content of method statements, that will Authorisation for Section 21(c) and (i) water uses, confirm that
need to be implemented. In this regard, these measures are mandatory requirements addressed in pre-
the restrictions and mitigation measure application phase - pg 38, Construction phase, pg 60 and post-
which are included the General construction pg 71, in the EMPr, as well as in the BAR impact
Authorisation in terms of Section 39 of tables. The WUL will also be implemented through approved
the Natfional Water Act, 1998 (Act No. method statements before the commencement of works and will
36 of 1998) for water uses as defined in be overseen by the ECO.
Section 21(c) or Section 21(i), which
pertain to the implementation non-
operational aspects of the proposed
activities associated with the proposal,
must be described in the DBAR and
incorporated in the EMPr. It is noted that
these aspects have been included in
the Aquatic Biodiversity  Specialist
Assessment report.

8.10 It is not clear whether the mitigation Engineer's comments: The mitigation measures as proposed in the

measures proposed by inter alia the
Freshwater Aquatic Specialist will be
feasible to the Holder (should the
application be approved) and that
such measures will be implemented.

Aquatic Assessment Report Section 9 will be incorporated into the
construction methodology and will be monitored by the ECO.
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The practicability of the restrictions of
the proposed work (including the
mitigation measures) must be discussed
with the consulting engineers. Should it
be determined that the efficiency of
the constfruction team will be hindered
by the restrictions (either upstream or
downstream), alternative methods for
the proposed construction works must
be reported on and assessed in the
BAR. It is important for the competent
authority to understand whether these
measures are condifional to the best
practicable environmental
authorisation. This information must be
included in the BAR.

2.5

Environmental Management
Programme:

The contents of the EMPr must meet the
requirements outlined in Section 24N (2)
and (3) of the NEMA (as amended) and
Appendix 4 of the EIA Regulations, 2014.
The EMPr must address the potential
environmental impacts of the activity
throughout the project life cycle,
including an assessment of the
effectiveness of  monitoring and

The Environmental Management Programme (EMPr) has been
compiled in full compliance with the requirements of Section
24N(2) and (3) of the National Environmental Management Act,
1998 (as amended) and Appendix 4 of the Environmental Impact
Assessment Regulations, 2014 (as amended). The EMPr addresses
the potential environmental impacts of the proposed activity
across the entire project life cycle, including the planning and
design, pre-construction, construction, post-construction
rehabilitation and operatfional/maintenance phases, where
applicable. It incorporates the findings and recommendations of
the specialist studies, provides enforceable impact management
and mitigation measures aligned with the mitigation hierarchy,
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management  arrangements  after
implementation (auditing).

8.12

(a)Environmental Monitoring vs Auditing
The Environmental Control  Officer
("ECQ") is responsible for fortnightly
environmental monitoring site
inspections as well as the compilation of
monthly  environmental  monitoring
reports. In this regard, a clear distinction
must be made between the following:
ECO and the environmental auditor
(please note that the environmental
auditor cannot be the EAP or the ECO);
and

an environmental monitoring report (to
be compiled by the ECO) and
environmental audit report (to be
compiled by the independent
environmental auditor.

Furthermore, your attention is drawn to
the auditing requirements with regard
to environmental authorisations and
EMPr's under Regulation 34 of the EIA

defines roles and responsibilities (including ECO oversight), and
sets out monitoring, auditing, reporting and environmental
awareness requirements(  Appendix H). Compliance with
Appendix 4 is demonstrated through a dedicated legislatfive
compliance fable within Appendix C of the EMPr, and the
programme is considered adequate to manage all identified
impacts associated with the proposed development.

According fo Appendix D — Roles and Responisibilities, of the EMPr,
the proposed project defines the roles of the Environmental
Compliance Officer (ECO) and the Environmental Auditor within
the Environmental Management Programme (EMPr). The FBAR
further states that, in accordance with the Environmental Impact
Assessment Regulations of 2014 (as amended), the holder of the
Environmental Authorisation must appoint a suitably qualified
independent individual fo conduct an environmental audit. This
audit  will assess compliance with the conditions of the
Environmental Authorisation and the EMPr for the duration that the
Environmental Authorisation remains valid.

e Environmental auditing and environmental audit reports
must adhere to the requirements of the amended 2014
Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, in particular
Section 34 (Auditing of Compliance with Environmental
Authorisation, Environmental Management Programme)
and Appendix 7 (Objective and Content of Environmental
Audit Report)

e The audit report must provide verifiable findings on the
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Regulations, 2014 (as amended). In this level of compliance with the provisions/ conditions of the
regard, the EMPr must be amended to Environmental Authorisation and the EMPr and must also
ensure compliance with the comment on the ability of the measures contained in this
requirements. The contents of the EMPr to sufficiently avoid, manage and mitigate
environmental  audit  report  must environmental impacts.
comply with Appendix 7 of the EIA e Where the findings of the audit report indicate that the
Regulations. impact management measures stated in the EMPr are
insufficient to adequately address environmental impacts,
recommendations as to how the EMPr must be amended
so as to address the identified shortcomings must be made
and submitted to the competent authority fogether with
the audit report.
8.13 (b) The Aquatic Specialist response: The conditions of the GA are

Incorporation of measures specified in
the General Authorisation

It is noted that the General
Authorisation (“GA") issued in ferms of
Section 39 of the National Water Act,
1998 (Act No. 36 of 1998) for the water
uses as defined in Section 21(c) or
Section 21(i), shall apply to the
proposed development. There are
several cross-cutting issues in said GA
which are relevant fo the non-
operational aspects of the activity that
has been applied for. Integrated
Environmental Management good
practice dictates that these aspects be

covered in the EMPr. The GA is also apart of a separate NEMA
process.

EAP Comment: All WUL requirements are detailed in the BAR and
EMPr, covering pre-construction, construction, and post-
construction rehabilitation phases on pages 71, 84, and 99, as well
as in the EMPr on pages 34, 60, and 71.
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incorporated in the EMPr. The EAP is

required to demonstrate that these

aspects have been incorporated in the

EMPr that must be submitted together

with the BAR.
8.15 3. The comment is noted. The Basic Assessment Report (BAR) has

Submission of Basic Assessment Report
The BAR must contain all the information
outlined in Appendix 1 of the EIA
Regulations, 2014, and must also
include and address any information
requested in any previous
correspondence in respect of this
matter.

Please be reminded that in
accordance with Regulation 19 of the
EIA Regulations, 2014, the Department
hereby stipulates that the BAR (which
has been subjected to public
participation) must be submitted to this
Department for decision within 90 days
from the date of receipt of the
application by the Department.
However, if significant changes have
been made or significant  new
information has been added to the
BAR, the applicant/EAP must notify the
Department that an additional 50 days

been compiled in accordance with the requirements of Appendix
1 of the EIA Regulations, 2014 (as amended) and includes all
information required for decision-making, as well as responses to
comments and information requests received through previous
correspondence and the public participation process. The BAR,
together with the updated EMPr and Comments & Responses
Report, will be submitted to the Department within the prescribed
90-day timeframe as stipulated in Regulation 19 of the EIA
Regulations, 2014.
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(i.,e. 140 days from receipt of the
application) would be required for the
submission of the BAR. The additional 50
days must include a minimum 30-day
commenting period to allow registered
I&APs to comment on the revised
report/additional information.

If the BAR is not submitted within 90
days or 140 days, where an extension is
applicable, the application will lapse in
terms of Regulation 45 of the EIA
Regulations, 2014 and your file will be
closed. Should you wish to pursue the
application again, a new application
process would have to be initiated. A
new Application Form would have to
be submitted.

8.16

NOTE: Furthermore, in accordance with
Environmental Impact Assessment best-
practice, you are kindly requested to
notify all registered Interested and
Affected Parties including the
authorities identified in  the Public
Participation Plan of the submission of
the FBAR and to make the document
available to them. This will provide such
parties an opportunity to review the
document and how their issues were

The note is acknowledged. In accordance with Environmental
Impact Assessment best practice and the approved Public
Participation Plan, all registered Interested and Affected Parties
(1&APs), including the relevant authorities, will be notified of the
submission of the Final Basic Assessment Report (FBAR). The FBAR
will be made available for review to allow I&APs and authorities
an opportunity to confirm how comments and issues raised during
the public participation process have been addressed. Proof of
nofification and access to the FBAR will be retained and
submitted to the Department upon request.
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8.17 4, The notes are acknowledged. The applicant is aware that no

Please note that it is an offence in terms
of Section 49A of the National
Environmental Management Act, 1998
(Act no. 107 of 1998) (“NEMA") for a
person to commence with a listed
activity unless the competent authority
has granted an environmental
authorisation for the undertaking of the
activity. A person convicted of an
offence in terms of the above is liable to
a fine not exceeding R10 million or to
imprisonment for a period not
exceeding 10 years, or to both such fine
and imprisonment.

5.

A Kindly quote the above-mentioned
reference  number in any future
correspondence in respect of this
matter.

6.

The Department reserves the right to
revise initial comments and request
further information based on the
information received.

listed activities can commence prior to the granting of an
Environmental Authorisatfion, in accordance with Section 49A of
the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No. 107
of 1998). The Department’s reference number will be quoted in all
future correspondence related to this application. The
Department’s right to revise initial comments and to request
additional information based on the information received is noted
and accepted.
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8.18

Please can you provide me with HWC
reference number for me to provide
you with a comment.

If there was no NID frigger, please nof
that HWC cannot comment on matters
that do not form part of our mandate.

Please include your HWC reference
number in future correspodence to
assist in responding fo your query
promptly.

Kindly note: Due to volume of queries |
receive | may not be able to respond to
you immediately, if you have not
received a reply from within ten working
days, please resend your query

Application forms 2024:
Applications Link

Notice

01/12/2025
Emailed
Comment

S.  Barnardt-
Delport

Heritage
Western
Cape

Please note that the heritage specialist did not recommend
submitting a NID. Attached is the Heritage Statement from the
specialist.

"Attached Heritage Statement for the proposed project”

02/12/2025.

9.1

After careful consideration of the
report, we wish to provide the following
comments and recommendations on
the proposed activities:

01/12/2025
Emailed
Comments

Nina Viljoen

Garden
Route District
Municipality

Engineers comments: The structure will function under 100-year
flood event, but will be overtopped temporarily. Discussions with
farmers in the area confirmed that the design is suitable.
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1. Planning and Strategic Context The GRDM is reminded that this project aims to address the
The Garden Route District Municipality damage related to the flood event, and therefore scope of the
requires explicit confirmation that the development is limited.

new causeway has been designed for
at least the 1:100 year event, with
allowance for climate change, and
that this was checked against recent
flood behaviour in the catchment.

9.2 2. Watercourse, Hydrology and NWA Engineers comments:
Aspects
o Proof of DWS approval will be available.
The GRDM support the use of GA (21(c) A method statement is standard practice.
& (i)) in principle, but recommends that: The 32m no-go zone for material storage will be adhered to.
o Concrete apron slabs with cut-off beams are provided outside the
A copy of the DWS GA registration or footprint of the bridge structure itself to prevent scour.

confirmation letter to be provided prior
to construction;

o

A site-specific Method Statement for
working in the watercourse, including
cofferdam/diversion layout, turbidity
confrol, pump intakes, and dewatering
procedure, be developed;

No stockpiles, refuelling, batching or
laydown areas to be placed within 32
m of the top of bank, unless fully
bunded and authorised in the EMPr.;
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Quantitative erosion control detail be
provided: type, extent and lifespan of
apron slabs, energy dissipaters, baffles,
and bank profection, to avoid
downstream scour.

9.3

3. Biodiversity, CBA and Riparian Habitat
Because the project is inside a CBA and
aquatic priority area, the municipality
recommends a clear no-net-loss
approach to riparian habitat:

o

All areas disturbed by the temporary
deviation roads and working platforms
must  be fuly rehabilitated with
indigenous  riparian  species  after
removal;

o

A site-specific rehabilitation plan must
be aftached to the EMPr, with plant list,
spacing, source of plant material, and
a 2-3 year watering and aftercare
regime;

The project presents a  good
opportunity for alien clearing along at
least 100 m upstream and downstream

Engineers comments: All areas that are disturbed by the
temporary deviation road and working platforms will be fully
rehabilitated with indigenous riparian species after removal. A
watering regime can be incorporated during the constfruction
phase but not thereafter. Existing plants will be rescued and re-
used supplemented by commercially available pioneer species.
Since it is on the banks of the river with ponding upstream and
downstream the soil should have a sufficient moisture content for
indigenous plants. We will do clearing, but it will be limited to the
road reserve or we use outside of the road reserve.

EAPs comments: The proposed project area is largely within
private land and therefore, exesive upstream and downstream
alien clearance is outside of the mandate of the applicant. River
maintenance is a function of the landowner and the municipality.
Furthermore, the proposed project has a rehabilitation
programme (Appendix H) and alien management plan
(Appendix G) as outlined in the EMPr.

Additionally, the specialists' assessments confirmed that the area is
significantly degraded and populated with alien plant species,
with no SCCs present (Table 3. Summary of the specialist
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of the «crossing as part of the
rehabilitation package. This should be
formalised as a commitment, not just an
opportunity, with performance
indicators.

Monitoring:

o

ECO to confiim pre-construction
demarcation and relocation of any
salvageable indigenous vegetation as
recommended by the specialist.
Post-construction monitoring at
minimum é-monthly intervals for 3 years
is recommended (not just “until fully
rehabilitated according to ECO"), with
corrective measures where vegetation
fails to establish or erosion persists.

9.4

4. Invasive Alien Species Management
The BAR acknowledges alien frees
(Acacia mearnsii), but:

* No long-term alien clearing plan is
included;

e No follow-up affter construction is
specified.

In river systems, if you clear aliens only
where you build, they regrow more

assessments page — 15 EMPr)

The comment is noted. The BAR identifies the presence of invasive
alien species, including Acacia mearnsii, and the EMPr already
includes alien invasive species control measures applicable to the
construction footprint and disturbed areas, supported by an Alien
Invasive Management Programme. These measures include the
removal of alien vegetation during construction and post-
construction rehabilitation to prevent reinfestation.

Engineers comments: All areas that are disturbed by the
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aggressively.

The GRDM therefore recommend a 3-
year alien clearing and follow-up plan
for at least 100 m
upstream/downstream.

9.5

5. Alternatives and Layout Concerns
The GRDM recommend that a clear
preference (environmentally) be made
between the upstream and
downstream deviation, based on:

temporary deviation road and working platforms will be fully
rehabilitated with indigenous riparian species after removal. A
watering regime can be incorporated during the construction
phase but not thereafter. Existing plants will be rescued and re-
used supplemented by commercially available pioneer species.
Since it is on the banks of the river with ponding upstream and
downstream the the soil should have a sufficient moisture content
for indigenous plants. We will do clearing but it will be limited to
the road reserve or the are we use outside of the road reserve.

EAPs comments: The proposed project area is largely within
private land and therefore, excessive upstream and downstream
alien clearance is outside of the mandate of the applicant. River
maintenance is a function of the landowner and the municipality.
Furthermore, the proposed project has a rehabilitation
programme (Appendix H) and alien management plan
(Appendix G) as outlined in the EMPr.

Additionally, the specialists' assessments confirmed that the area is
significantly degraded and populated with alien plant species,
with no SCCs present (Table 3. Summary of the specialist
assessments page — 15 EMPr).

The comment is noted. The BAR identifies the presence of invasive
alien species, including Acacia mearnsii, and the EMPr already
includes alien invasive species control measures applicable to the
construction footprint and disturbed areas, supported by an Alien
Invasive Management Programme. These measures include the
removal of alien vegetation during construction and post-
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o construction rehabilitation to prevent reinfestation.
Extent of riparian clearance;
o Engineers comment:
Proximity to sensitive features; Only one temporary deviation road will be constructed.
o A narrower temporary deviation road was considered but the
Constructability and risk of sediment safety of road users will be compromised. It will be assessed
release; during construction if a lower temporary deviation would be
o feasible which will reduce the footprint.
Interaction with existing land uses.
Please confiim commitment that only
one deviafion will be constructed
(already stated), and that the other
alignment may not be developed
opportunistically later.
Please confiim whether a narrower
temporary  roadway  width  was
considered, as suggested by the
aquatic specialist, to further reduce
footprint.

9.6 6. Construction Management and EMPr: The recommendations are noted. The EMPr already provides for

The GRDM recommend that all
specialist recommendations in Section |
/ specialist table be made legally
binding conditions in the EMPr and in
the Environmental Authorisation.

the incorporation of specialist mitigation measures as binding
management actions, the appointment of an independent ECO
with authority to monitor compliance and stop works where
required, the preparation and approval of method statements for
environmentally sensitive activities, and mandatory environmental
induction training for all contractors. To provide additional clarity
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An independent ECO is recommended
with:

o

Mandate to stop works in case of non-
compliance;

o

Weekly site inspections during in-stream
works and monthly inspections
otherwise;

o

Monthly compliance reports submitted
to DEADP, DWS (if required) and Bitou
Municipality.

Method statements is recommended
for at least:

o

Working in  the watercourse and
managing diversions;

o

Concrete works near water (mixing,
washout and curing);

o

Fuel, oil and hazardous substance
storage and spill response;

o

Topsoil stripping, storage and reuse;

and align with the municipality’'s recommendations for works
within a sensitive watercourse and CBA, the EMPr has been
refined to explicitly confim the binding status of specialist
recommendations, specify ECO inspection frequencies during in-
sfream and general construction activities, clarify reporting
requirements to the relevant authorities, and list the required
method statements in more detail. No substantive changes to the
project or mitigation approach are required.

The frequency and reporting duties are outlined on pg. 126 in the
BAR and included; the EMPr monitoring compliance pg 74 - 76.




COMMENTS AND RESPONSE TABLE:

FOR THE PROPOSED REMOVAL AND REPLACEMENT OF THE EXISTING ROAD AND CULVERT INFRASTRUCTURE LOCATED ALONG DIVISION ROAD 1791 AT KM 1.59, STOFPAD
ROAD, CROSSING FARM NO. 501 AND FARM NO. 306 ON PORTION 22 WITTEDRIFT, BITOU LOCAL MUNICIPALITY, GARDEN ROUTE DISTRICT MUNICIPALITY.

COMMENTS RECEIVED DURING THE (30 DAYS) PUBLIC PARTICIPATION FOR THE DRAFT BASIC ASSESSMENT REPORT DRAFT BASIC ASSESSMENT REPORT FOR THE PROPOSED
REMOVAL AND REPLACEMENT OF THE EXISTING ROAD AND CULVERT INFRASTRUCTURE LOCATED ALONG DIVISION ROAD 1791 AT KM 1.59, STOFPAD ROAD, CROSSING
FARM NO. 501 AND FARM NO. 306 ON PORTION 22 WITTEDRIFT, BITOU LOCAL MUNICIPALITY, GARDEN ROUTE DISTRICT MUNICIPALITY

Nr Comment Received Date and 1& AP Company / Email Response
format Representing
Received

o

Alien vegetation clearing and disposal;

o

Rehabilitation and planting;

o

All contractors to receive environmental
induction training, with attendance
registers kept on file.

9.7 7. Climate Change and Flood Engineers comment: The causeway is designed as an
Resilience overtoppable structure, i.e. a causeway. The causeway is
. designed for a 5-year flood to pass through the structure and
The GRDM recommend submission of a larger floods will overtop the structure. Standard hydraulic design
short design note from the engineer practice was used based on the SANRAL Drainage Manual. The
confirming: structure will not cause impoundment or exacerbate flooding.
o The side drains will be discharged in a controlled manner into the
Design flood event(s) used (e.g. 1:50, river.
1:100);
o

Climate factor or allowance used for
future hydrological change;

o

Freeboard assumptions and backwater
conditions.

Please confirm that the causeway will
not create upstream impoundment or
exacerbate flooding on adjacent
private land under design events.
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Please  confirm  that  stormwater

roadside drains will not discharge

unconfrolled high-velocity flows directly

info the watercourse, but will be

stabilised and energy-dissipated, as

already recommended in the BAR.

9.8 8. Sediment Control The matters referred to are all temporary works for which the
The BAR says furbidity and sediment Confractor is responsible. The Contractor will submit method
must be controlled, but there is no: statements during construction for the coffer dam, pump
. screening, if all drainage is not done via gravitation. No spillage of
Silt curtain design; concrete is allowed, which is monitored on a daily basis by the
. engineer’'s permanent site personnel.

Cofferdam layout;
Pump-intake screening;
Plan for handling wet concrete waste.
These are critical in a riverine
environment.
9.9 9. Heritage or Archaeological Screening The comment is noted. Heritage considerations have been

The BAR lists
comment but:

NHRA as requiring

No palaeo or heritage field assessment
summary is shown;

Causeway replacements often reveal
historic  structures (stonework, pipes,

appropriately addressed in the BAR and EMPr in accordance with
the National Heritage Resources Act, 1999 (Act No. 25 of 1999).

A Heritage Compliance Statement was undertaken by a suitably
qualified heritage specialist Dr. Peter Nilsen and is included as part
of the specidalist input to the BAR. The assessment confirmed that
the proposed activity involves the replacement of an existing

[Commented [IG1]: Reference
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foundations). Since construction will causeway within an already disturbed footprint, with no known or

expose riverbanks and  substrate, recorded heritage or palaeontological resources identified within

heritage finds are possible. The GRDM the construction footprint. As such, a full heritage or

therefore recommend: palaeontological field assessment was not deemed necessary at

. the Basic Assessment stage, which is consistent with accepted

A short HWC comment or letter of no herifage screening practice for infrastructure upgrades of this

objection nature, this information is included in the heritage statement, as

. well as Section |in the BAR.

Chance Finds Procedure included in

EMPr. In recognition that subsurface exposure during construction may
reveal previously unknown heritage resources, the EMPr already
includes a Chance Finds Procedure (Appendix G in the EMPr),
which sets out clear steps fto be followed should any
archaeological, palaeontological or historical material (including
stonework, foundations, pipes or human remains) be encountered
during construction.

9.10 10. Emergency Flood Risk During Engineers Comments: Three 750mm diameter temporary pipes will

Construction

Temporary works inside a watercourse
present huge flood risks. Please
elaborate on the following:

What happens if a flood hits during
construction?

Will the deviation road wash away?

Could construction material enter the

be installed to manage rainfall events during the construction
phase. This capacity is considerably more than the current two
600mm pipes of the existing permanent structure. Due to the short
construction period of about é months until the new permanent
causeway is in operation the probability of a major flood event is
low.

In case of a flood exceeding the capacity of the temporary pipes
a minor volume of construction material of the femporary
deviation may wash away until such time as the breach is large
enough for the passage of the water. The road will be closed if
the temporary deviation road washes away. Currently the
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rivere residents are cut off whilst the river is in flood.
Where is the flood evacuation plan?
The GRDM recommend a Flood
Contingency Plan with:
Trigger rainfall thresholds;
Evacuation procedures;
Measures to secure plant and materials.
9.11 11. Concluding Remarks and Summary The comments and overall support in principle are noted and

of Recommendations

From a municipal  environmental
management perspective, the
proposed removal and replacement of
the existing DR1791 causeway, with
associated temporary deviation road
and bank protection, is supported in
principle, given its role in restoring safe
all-weather access, repairing flood
damage and improving hydraulic
performance. However, the activity is
situated within a sensitive watercourse
and Critical Biodiversity area, and
involves temporary disturbance of
riparian habitat.

The municipality therefore recommends

appreciated. The BAR and EMPr recognise that the proposed
removal and replacement of the DR1791 causeway is located
within a sensitive watercourse and Critical Biodiversity Area and
have accordingly applied the mitigation hierarchy to minimise
and manage temporary impacts on riparian habitat. The
recommendations raised by the Garden Route District
Municipality are supported and have been addressed through
the existing assessment framework and, where necessary, will be
incorporated through targeted enhancements to the EMPr. This
includes compliance with the National Water Act General
Authorisation for Section 21(c) and (i) water uses, strict control of
in-stream works and diversions, strengthened rehabilitation, alien
clearing and post-consfruction  monitoring commitments,
confirmation of flood design and climate-resilient infrastructure
considerations through the engineering design, and heritage risk
management through Heritage Western Cape engagement and
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that Environmental Authorisation,  if
granted, be subject to the conditions
and enhancements outlined in the
comments above, particularly with
respect to: (i) registration and
compliance with the NWA General
Authorisation for Section 21(c) and (i)
uses; (i) strict control of works and
diversions within the watercourse; ({iii)
strengthened rehabilitation, alien
clearing and monitoring obligations; (iv)
explicit confirmation of flood design
criteria and climate-resilient
infrastructure  design; and (v) HWC
confirmation and a Chance Finds
Procedure for riverbank excavation.

The comments provided aims to
complement the specialist inputs by
ensuring practical accountability,
policy alignment, and fransparent
decision-making.

We appreciate the efforts made by
Sharples Environmental Services cc and
the applicant to ensure responsible and
legally compliant development
activities.

The Garden Route District Municipality
reserves the right to provide comment/s

implementation of a Chance Finds Procedure. The comments are
regarded as complementary to the specialist inputs and will assist
in ensuring accountable, policy-aligned and environmentally
responsible implementation of the project. The efforts and
constructive  engagement of the Garden Route District
Municipality are acknowledged.
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or to amend initial comment/s.

10. Good day )25 Rabokale Breede- The comment is noted and accepted.

Mphahlele Olifants -

RE: BASIC ASSESSMENT REPORT FOR PROPOSED REMOVAL AND REPLACEMENT OF L

THE EXISTING ROAD AND CULVERT INFRASTRUCTURE LOCATED ALONG DIVISION ROAD NT BOCMA The proposed replacement of the existing road and culvert

{DR) 1791 KM 1.59, STOFPAD ROAD, CROSSING FARM 501AND FARM 306 ON PORTION 22 infrOSh’UCfUre, inCIUding The COnSTrUCﬁOn Of a TempOrOry bypGSS
WITTEDRIFT, BITOU LOCAL MUNICIPALITY, GARDEN ROUTE DISTRICT MUNICIPALITY, . . . . A

road and associated in-stream and riparian works, friggers water

The Breede-Olifants Catchment Management Agency (BOCMA) has assessed the above- uses as deﬁned in Secﬁon 2] (C) (Impedlng or diverﬁng fhe ﬂOW Of
referenced submission and provides the following comments which must be duly considered and . . ) .
addressed: water in a watercourse) and Section 21(i) (altering the bed, banks,

course or characteristics of a watercourse) of the National Water

1. The proposed project triggers water uses in terms of Section 21(c) and 21(i) of the National T 99
Water Act, 1998 (Act No. 36 of 1998) (NWA): Act, 1998.
+  Section 21(c): Impeding or diverting the flow of water in a watercourse

« Section 21(i): Altering the bed, banks, course, or characteristics of a watercourse. . oy .
o ) ) The Environmental Assessment Practitioner confirms that no
This is because certain activities associated with the project will occur within the regulated area

of a watercourse Section 21 water use activities will commence prior to the required
o water use authorisation being obfained, in accordance with
. Awater use authorisation must be obtained before any such water use activities commence, as . X .
required by Section 22 of the NWA read with Section 21. Section 22 of the National Water Act. It is acknowledged that the
applicable water uses may be regulated through a General
Authorisation issued in terms of Section 39 of the NWA as received
on the 8" of December 2025.

»

All applicable conditions, mitigation measures and restrictions
contained within the relevant General Authorisation has been fully
incorporated into the Final Basic Assessment Report (FBAR) and
the Environmental Management Programme (EMPr). Compliance
with these requirements will be enforced during the construction
phase through the appointment of an Environmental Conftrol
Officer (ECO).
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RE: BASIC ASSESSMENT REPORT FOR PROPOSED REMOVAL AND REPLACEMENT OF
THE EXISTING ROAD AND CULVERT INFRASTRUCTURE LOCATED ALONG DIVISION ROAD
(DR) 1791 KM 1.59, STOFPAD ROAD, CROSSING FARM 501AND FARM 306 ON PORTION 22
WITTEDRIFT, BITOU LOCAL MUNICIPALITY, GARDEN ROUTE DISTRICT MUNICIPALITY.

3. These office may be contacted for any queries and guidance related to the water use

process and

IS

. Please note that commencing with any Section 21 water use without the required authorisation
constitutes an offence in terms of Section 151(1)(a) of the NWA. Non-compliance may result in

a criminal case being opened with the South African Police Service.

o

. These commenlts are are given in the interest of responsible waler resource management, and
the responsibility to comply with all applicable provisions of the NWA rests with the property

owner or person in control of the land.

o

. BOCMA reserves the right to amend or supplement these comments and to request any

additional information deemed necessary.

Yours faithfully,

The Applicant acknowledges that commencement of any water
use without the required authorisation constitutes an offence in
terms of Section 151(1)(a) of the National Water Act, and commits
fo full compliance with all legislative requirements.

| refer to your e-mail notification of 18 | 03/12/2025
November 2025 with outstanding | Emailed
documents. comments
Please receive comments from the
Branch: Forestry Management,
Directorate: Forest Resource Protection
in

the Department of Forestry, Fisheries
and the Environment (DFFE) on the
above-mentioned proposed Draft

BAR. Site inspection was conducted 21
November 2025.

M. Koen

Department
of Forestry,
Fisheries and
the
Environment

Based on the specialist botanical assessment, no further
assessment is required. The appointed botanical specialist
confirmed that no indigenous forest or plant species of
conservation importance occur within the development footprint.
The site is highly fransformed and extensively infested with alien
vegetation, rendering it unsuitable for indigenous forest or
protected plant species.

It is acknowledged that no destruction, damage, or disturbance
of indigenous or protected frees will occur without the requisite
licence issued in terms of Sections 7 and 15 of the National Forests
Act.

Should any indigenous or protected tree species be discovered
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The mandate of the Forestry Branch in
the Department of Forestry, Fisheries
and the Environment

(DFFE), as a commenting authority, is to
ensure control over developments that
affect State forests,

natural forests, forest nature reserves
and profected frees.

1.The applicant must assess and
quantify the anticipated impacts on the
indigenous forests. The National

Forests Act of 1998 (as amended)
provides the strongest and most
comprehensive legislation and
mandate for

the protection of all natural forests in
South Africa. The principles of the Act in
Section 3 state clearly that

"...natural forests may not be destroyed
save in exceptional circumstances
where, in the opinion of the Minister,

a proposed new land use is preferable

within the construction footprint, the applicant will apply for and
obtain the necessary Forest Act Licence prior to commencement
of any related activities.

The applicant acknowledges that unauthorised cutting or
disturbance of indigenous or protected frees constitutes a criminal
offence and commits to full compliance with the National Forests
Act, 1998.
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in terms of its economic, social or
environmental benefits”.

2. Section 7 of the National Forest Act
(NFA), act no 84 of 1998 as amended
provides for the prohibition of the
destruction of indigenous trees in any
natural forest without a license.

Under section 62 (1) of the NFA any
person who contravenes the prohibition
of certain acts in relation to tfrees in
natural forests referred to in Section

7 (1) is guilty of a second category
offence. A person who is guilty of a
second category offence may be

senfenced on a first conviction for that
offence to a fine or imprisonment for a
period of up to two years, or to both

a fine and such imprisonment. Section
15 of the NFA, prohibits the destruction
of protected trees without a

license- “No person may cut, damage,
destroy or remove any protected free;
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or collect, remove, transport,

export, purchase, sell donate or in any
other manner acquire or dispose of any
protected free....... Anyone
contravening this prohibition, is guilty of
a first category offence, and can be
sentenced to up to 3 years
imprisonment, or a fine, or both.

3. Section 7 of the Act prohibits the
cutting, disturbance, destruction or
removal of any indigenous living or
dead

free in a forest without a licence, while
Section 15 places a similar prohibition
on protected free species listed

under the Act, some of which are also
forest species.

4, Cutting or disturbing an indigenous
free in a natural forest without a valid
Forest Act Licence is a criminal

offence and a ftransgression of the
National Forests Act, 1998 (Act No. 84 of
1998) and carries a fine or
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imprisonment or both.

11.2 5. Indigenous trees with active bird nests The comment is noted. No indigenous trees with active bird nests
or other significant biodiversity features or other significant biodiversity features were identified within the
may not be destroyed without a development footfprint during the specialist assessment. An

appointed Environmental Control Officer (ECO) will monitor the

valid Fauna Permit from the provincial site during construction. Furthermore, the ECO will do a sweep of

conservation authority, the Western the area before the start of construction to ensure fauna movw off

Cape Department of Agriculture, site (Page 39 of the EMPr - Outcome 2: Establish Environmentally

Sensitive Site Camp & Site Facilities). Should any such features be

Environmental Affairs, Rural encountered, works will cease in the affected area and the

Development and Land  Reform relevant Fauna Permit will be obtained from the relevant Western
(“DAERL"), if these would be affected. Cape Department prior to any disturbance.

11.3 6. According to the information The terrestrial biodiversity and plant species specialist assessment

provided: The Western Cape
Government  undertook a  flood
damage repair

programme, of which this project forms
part of. The severe flood event in
November 2021, caused widespread

damage to road and drainage
infrastructure in the Garden Route
region. The existing causeway,
approximately

20 m long x 6.1 m wide- is permanently

(Appendix G3 C: Plant, Animal and Terrestrial Compliance
Statement) confirms that the proposed causeway replacement
and associated temporary deviation works are located within a
highly disturbed and degraded footprint, dominated by invasive
alien vegetation, particularly Acacia mearnsii (Black Wattle),
Bugweed and Lantana. The specialist explicitly concludes that the
ecological significance of the site is low, with no Species of
Conservation Concern recorded within the development
footprint, and that the area does not provide viable habitat for
threatened or protected species.

While the comment notes the presence of scaftered pioneer
indigenous species (e.g. Taaibos, Bos Taaibos, Sage, Bietou and
Cross-berry), the specialist report does not identify these species as
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submerged and has suffered significant
damage fo its unreinforced

concrete deck slab. “It is proposed to
demolish the existing structure and
construct a new in situ reinforced

concrete causeway with three cells
measuring approximately 4 m wide x
1.5 m high, providing a 4 m road width
between guide blocks. The road
approaches on both sides will be raised
by approximately 1.4 m over lengths of
+100 m to tie into the new causeway
deck height. Associated works will
include new inlet and outlet structures

with wing walls, an apron slab, and
erosion protection as required. In order
fo maintain traffic flow during

construction, a temporary deviation
road will be installed on the
downstream or upstream side of the
existing

road, depending on the conditions at
the time of construction. This temporary

species of conservation concern, nor does it record them as
ecologically sensitive within the context of the site. These species
are characteristic of secondary regrowth within disturbed riparian
and road reserve environments and are consistent with the
specialist’'s finding that the footprint has been subject to extensive
historical disturbance.

The specialist assessment does not record the presence of a
Milkwood  (Sideroxylon inerme) tree within the proposed
construction footprint, nor does it spatially identify or map
individual protected trees. The findings of the site inspection
clearly state that no protected or threatened plant species were
recorded on the footprint, and that the Plant Species Theme
sensitivity was verified as Low following the site sensitivity
verification undertaken on 30 October 2023.

The specialist further concludes that, provided the recommended
mitigation measures are implemented, including strict adherence
to the demarcated footprint, avoidance of unnecessary clearing,
and post-construction rehabilitation, the anficipated impacts on
terrestrial  biodiversity and plant species will be low and
manageable, and the land can be returned to its current
ecological state within two years of construction completion.

Should any protected free species be confiimed during pre-
construction site demarcation or consfruction activities, these
would be managed in accordance with the applicable legislation
(e.g. National Forests Act, 1998) and Environmental Management
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deviation road will be

approximately 4m wide, with a working
area of approx. 3 meters between the
permanent structure and the

temporary deviation road. The
temporary deviation road alignment will
require clearance of indigenous

vegetation and work within  the
watercourse, with the total working
area outside of the road reserve
downstream

being approximately 561.71 mA2, and
the total construction area upstream
approximately 514.5 mA2 outside of

the road reserve.” The area is disturbed
consisting mainly of invasive species
such as Black Wattle, Bugweed,

Lantana with single standing pioneer
Indigenous species such as Taaibos, Bos

Taaibos, Sage, Bietou and

Cross-Berry scaftered inbetween- a

Programme (EMPr) requirements. However, based on the
specialist findings presented in Appendix G3 C, the proposed
works are not anficipated to result in significant impacts on
indigenous or protected plant species.
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single standing Milkwood tree falls within
the north-western quadrant of the
proposed construction area.
1.4 Forestry has the following comments: Forestry’'s comments are acknowledged and are largely aligned

i. Forestry has a co-operafive
governance relationship with various
Authorities as well as stakeholders, and
thus will take their concerns info
consideration if such should arise

ii. Forestry has no objection to above
development proposal, provided that:
1. The Protected Milkwood free falling
outside the footprint construction area
fo

be GPS'd indicated as no-go areas in
proposed development

2. Due to the sensitivity of the site,
Forestry recommends that a qualified,
knowledgeable and experienced
Environmental Consultant be
appointed as

ECO for full duration of above project

3. Forestry request seedling rescuing of
protected/ indigenous woody free
species be conducted prior to any
construction activities (but a NFA
licence

should be obtained prior to this activity).

with the mitigation hierarchy and management measures already
in the specialist studies, BAR and EMPr for the proposed
development.

i. Co-operatfive governance and consideration of stakeholder
concerns

The Basic Assessment process has been undertaken in
accordance with NEMA principles of co-operative governance.
Relevant organs of state, including Forestry, have been afforded
the opportunity fo comment through the public participation and
commenting process. Any forestry-related concerns raised have
been considered in conjunction with the terrestrial biodiversity
compliance statement and are addressed through avoidance,
mitigation and rehabilitation measures prescribed in the EMPr. The
appointment of suitably qualified specialists and the incorporation
of their recommendations ensure that forestry and biodiversity
concerns are appropriately managed throughout the project
lifecycle.

ii. No objection, subject to conditions

e Protected Milkkwood tree outside the construction footprint
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Forestry request that rescued
indigenous/ profected seedlings be
planted on above property for
rehabilitation purposes.

The terrestrial biodiversity compliance statement confirms that no
protected trees are located within the permanent construction
footprint of the proposed causeway. Where protected or
indigenous frees occur adjacent to the footprint, including any
Milkwood frees outside the disturbance area, these will be clearly
identified, GPS-mapped and demarcated as strict no-go areas
prior to construction. This requirement is explicitly addressed in the
EMPr under site demarcation and no-go area management (pg
18 — 7.4 Construction Working Area), ensuring that accidental
damage is prevented during both construction and rehabilitation
phases.

Appoinfment of a qualified Environmental Control Officer (ECO)
Given the sensitivity of the site, including its location within a
Critical Biodiversity Area and an active watercourse, the EMPr
already requires the appointment of an independent, suitably
qualified and experienced ECO for the full duration of the project.
The ECO'’s responsibilities include monitoring compliance with alll
biodiversity, forestry and rehabilitation measures, enforcing no-go
areas, and ensuring that any non-compliance is rectified
immediately. This directly satfisfies Forestry's recommendation and
strengthens on-site environmental governance.

Seedling rescue of protected/indigenous woody species

The terrestrial biodiversity specialist identified that the majority of
vegetation within the temporary deviation footprint is disturbed
and dominated by alien invasive species, with limited indigenous
woody individuals likely to be affected. The EMPr makes provision
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4.

Forestry request that a rehabilitation
plan be drawn up by a qualified,
knowledgeable and experienced
professional

5.

Forestry request that a professional,
qualified and knowledgeable
Horticulturist be appointed for the
above. But a NFA licence should be
obtained prior to this activity.

6.

Section 15 of the National Forest Act
(NFA) (Act No. 84 of 1998) as amended
prohibits  the  cutfing,  disturbing,
damaging or destroying of protected
free species without a licence. Section
7 of the National Forest Act (NFA), act
no 84 of 1998 as amended provides for
the prohibition of the destruction of
indigenous trees in any natural forest

for pre-construction vegetation management, including the
rescue of indigenous and protected seedlings where feasible. Any
such rescue operations will be undertaken only after obtaining the
necessary licence in terms of the National Forests Act. Rescued
seedlings will be retained on site and ufilised in post-consfruction
rehabilitation, thereby contributing to ecological restoration and
supporting a no-net-loss approach to indigenous vegetation.

A rehabilitation plan for the impacted aquatic area is outlined in
Section H of the EMPr.

Since no forest elements will be disturbed, rehabilitation
concerning tree species has not been included. If an NFA license
is required, it will be obtained prior to the removal of the affected
vegetation.
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without a license.

i

Kindly note that this letter is not a NFA
licence

iv.

Section 15 of the National Forest Act
(NFA) (Act No. 84 of 1998) as amended
prohibits  the  cutting,  disturbing,
damaging or destroying of protected
free species without a licence. Section
7 of the National Forest Act (NFA), act
no 84 of 1998 as amended provides for
the prohibition of the destruction of
indigenous trees in any natural forest
without a license.

Note: The Department reserves the right
to revise the initial comment based on
any additional information that may be
received

Should you wish to correspond further
on this matter, quote Reference EIA-
WC-GR-0032-2025-26. Enquiries may be
directed to Ms. TF Gwala at
TGwala@dffe.gov.za, Cell 066 374 7795.
Yours Faithfully,

121 CapeNature would like to thank you for | 20/01/2026 Cape Nature | Megan CapeNature's comments are acknowledged and appreciated. It
the opportunity to review the above Simons is noted that the proposed development partially overlaps with
report. Please note that our comments mapped Critical Biodiversity Areas (CBA 1 and CBA 2 — Terrestrial)
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only pertain to the biodiversity related
impacts and not to the overall
desirability of the application.
CapeNature wishes to make the
following comments:

According to the Western Cape
Biodiversity Spatial Plan (CapeNature,
2024)1, the proposed development is
partially located within areas mapped
as Critical Biodiversity Areas (CBA 1 and
CBA 2. Terrestrial). The fine-scale
vegetation map indicates that the
affected area comprises Groot Brak
River Floodplain, Piesang River Fynbos-
Forest, and  Sedgefield Coastal
Grasslands  (Vlok et al., 2008)2.
According to the SA vegetation map3
the vegetation is Garden Route Shale
Fynbos which is Endangered (NEM:BA,
2022)4.

The development directly affects a
channelled valley bottom wetland
(Leermansdrift  River) and indirectly
affects the Bietou River floodplain
wetland, which is of national
importance. The Bietou River forms part
of a Strategic Water Source Area
(SWSA) within the Outeniqua surface

and occurs within vegetation types including Groot Brak River
Floodplain, Piesang River Fynbos-Forest, Sedgefield Coastal
Grasslands, and Garden Route Shale Fynbos, which is listed as
Endangered.

These sensitivities have been assessed in detail in the Aquatic
Biodiversity Impact Assessment (Appendix G1A), the Terrestrial
Biodiversity and Compliance Statements (Appendix G3C), and
the Avifauna Compliance Statement (Appendix G2B). The
specialist studies confirm that the proposed works are limited to an
existing, previously disturbed road crossing and associated
infrastructure footprint.

The Aquatic Biodiversity Assessment confirms that the
Leermansdrift River (a channelled valley bottom wetland) will be
directly affected and that the Bietou River floodplain wetland,
which is of national importance and forms part of a Strategic
Water Source Area, may be indirectly affected. However, the
assessment concludes that, provided the development footprint is
restricted to already disturbed areas and all recommended
mitigation measures are implemented, the residual aquatic
biodiversity impact significance will be Low after mitigation, with
no fatal flaws identified.

The proposed replacement of the causeway with a structure with
larger openings is expected to improve hydraulic functioning and
reduce long-term impacts on flow, sediment fransport, and
aquatic habitat compared to the existing structure. Potential
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water  system. CapeNature has
reviewed the application and has the
following comments:

12.2

1.

Limit all construction activities strictly to
the  approved construction and
deviation road footprint.  Clearly
demarcate CBA areas and no-go zones
prior fo construction.

2.

Active rehabilitation of all disturbed
CBA areas after construction must be
done. These measures include re-
contouring disturbed areas, stabilisation

construction-phase impacts, including vegetation clearance,
sedimentation, erosion, and pollution risks, are addressed through
detailed mitigation and rehabilitation measures incorporated into
the EMPr.

The Avifauna Compliance Statement confirms that no sensitive
avifaunal species were recorded during the site assessment and
that the project footprint does not include sensitive avifaunal
habitat. Anticipated impacts on avifauna are assessed as Low,
provided EMPr measures are implemented.

All recommended avoidance, mitigation, and rehabilitation
measures from the specialist studies have been incorporated info
the final Basic Assessment Report and EMPr. With these measures
in place, the development is not expected to result in
unacceptable impacts on Critical Biodiversity Areas, endangered
vegetation types, or aquatic ecosystems.

1. All construction activities will be strictly limited to the
approved construction footprint and the selected
temporary deviation road footprint. Critical Biodiversity
Areas (CBA 1 and CBA 2) and all no-go areas will be
clearly demarcated on site prior to the commencement of
construction, and no activities will be permitted outside the
demarcated areas, as sfipulated in the EMPr, pg.16 and
57.

2. Rehabilitation has been included as an Appendices within
the EMPR (Appendix H), as well as an Alien Invasive
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of soils and re-establishment of
indigenous riparian or wetland
vegetation where feasible.

3.

The eradication of invasive alien
vegetation must be continuous and
comply with the National Environmental
Management: Biodiversity Act (Act 10
of 2004)5 and its associated Alien and
Invasive Species Regulationsé.
Construction  equipment should be
cleaned prior to site entry to prevent
the infroduction of alien propagules.

4.

Restrict works within the watercourse to
the smallest practicable  working
corridor.  Schedule in-stream  works,
where possible, during low-flow periods/
dry seasons. The riparian and wetland
areas must be rehabilitated after
consfruction.

5.

The applicant must ensure compliance
with the National Water Act (Act 36 of
1998)7 including any Water Use
Authorisation requirements.

6.

Although no SCC were observed by the

Management  Programme  (Appendix G).  Further
rehabilitation efforts are also stipulated in the post-
constriction/ rehabilitation phase. Rehabilitation will be
undertaken under specialist guidance where required
(EMPr page, 71- 74).

3. Ongoing control and eradication of invasive alien plant
species will be implemented in compliance with the
National Environmental Management: Biodiversity Act (Act
No. 10 of 2004) and the Alien and Invasive Species
Regulations. An Alien Invasive Management Programme
(Appendix G) has been included in the EMPr for
implementation.

4. Works within the watercourse will be restricted to the
smallest practicable working corridor. All riparion and
wetland areas disturbed during construction will be
rehabilitated in accordance with the Aquatic Biodiversity
Assessment recommendations and EMPr.

5. The applicant will ensure full compliance with the National
Water Act (Act No. 36 of 1998), including compliance with
General Authorisation requirements. All  water-related
mitigation measures identified in the Aquatic Biodiversity
Assessment have been incorporated into the BAR and
EMPr including the Water use Licence requirements.

6. Although no Species of Conservation Concern were
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Specidalist, prohibit night-time
construction where feasible to reduce
disturbance. Any fauna encountered
during construction must be safely
relocated by a suitably qualified
person.

7.

An Environmental Control Officer (ECO)
must be appointed for the duration of
construction.

8.

The proposed development aligns with
the objectives of the Climate Change
Act (Act 22 of 2024) 8, particularly with
respect to climate adaptation and
resilience. The upgrading of the existing
causeway addresses vulnerabilities to
increased  flood frequency and
infensity, which are projected under
climate change scenarios.

In conclusion, CapeNature does nof
object to the proposed development,
provided that all recommended
mitigation and rehabilitation measures,
as outlined in the specialist studies, are
fully implemented and adhered to for
the duration of construction and
rehabilitation.

recorded during the specialist assessments, any fauna
encountered during constfruction will be safely relocated
by a suitably qualified person in accordance with the
EMPr.

7. An independent Environmental Control Officer (ECO) will
be appointed for the proposed project to monitor
compliance with the Environmental Authorisation, EMPr,
and all specialist recommendations.

8. The proposed development aligns with the objectives of
the Climate Change Act (Act No. 22 of 2024), particularly
with respect to climate adaptation and resilience. The
upgrading of the existing causeway is intended to address
increased flood frequency and intensity, thereby reducing
climate-related risks to road infrastructure and associated
ecological systems.

9. CapeNature'’s conclusion is acknowledged, noting that no
objection is raised provided that all recommended
mitigation and rehabilitation measures contained in the
specialist studies, BAR, and EMPr are fully implemented for
the duration of consfruction and rehabilitation.
CapeNature’s right to revise comments and request further
information should additional information become
available is noted.
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CapeNature reserves the right to revise
initial comments and request further
information based on any additional
information that may be received.
13. With regards the status of your | 20/01/2026 Department Brandon Thank you for the update regarding the status of our application.
application received by our office, of Agriculture | Layman
kindly note that the request are number We note that the application is currently number 106 in the queue
106 in the queue - see table below. We and that your office follows a first-in, first-out process, with an
work on a first in first out basis. Our office estimated turnaround time of approximately 90 days, subject o
is committed to an estimated any unforeseen circumstances or additional requirements.
turnaround time of 90 days (3 months).
In the event of unforeseen Please note that, due to the fiming of receipt, we were
circumstances, complexity of unfortunately unable to incorporate the comments received into
applications received, number of site the current submission, as they fell outfside the prescribed
visits required and engagements with assessment and reporting timeframe.
relevant stakeholders this time might be
extended. We will try our utmost to
provide a response within the 90 days.
App Applicant Type of Farm No. District

number Application

106 Sharples Other Farm 501, Farm

Environmental

306/22 and DR 1791

Knysna




